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336 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE

Priner Epwarn lsnasn Acr, 6 Vicronrs, Cap, 14,

AN Acr relating to the Fisheries, and for the Prevention of Iicit Trade in Prince
Edward Island, and the Coasts and Harbours thereot.

(Passed April 15th, 1843.)

Wienrias by the Convention made between his late Majesty King Geovge the Third
and the United States of America, signed at Loadon on the twenticth day of
October, in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and cighteen, and
the statute made and passed in the Parliament of Great Britain, in the fifty-ninth
vear of the reign of 1is lute Majesty King George the Third, all forcign ships,
vessels, or boats, or any ship, vessel, or boat, other than such as shall be navigated
according to the laws of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland, found
fishing, or to have been fishing, or preparing to fish, within certain distances of any
coasts, bays, ereeks, or harbours whatever, in any part of His Majesty’s dominions
in Ameriea, not included within the limits specified in the first Article of the said
Convention, are liable to seizure : and whereas the United States did, by the said
Convention, renounce for cver any liberty enjoyed or claimed by the inhabitants
thereof to take, dry, or cure fish on or within three marine miles of any of the
coasts, bays, creeks, or harbours of His Britannic Majesty’s dominions in America,
not included within the ahove-mentioned limits: provided however that the
American fishermen should be admitted to enter such bays or harbours for the
purpose of shelter, and of repairing damages therein, of purchasing woud, and of
obtaining water, and for no other purposes whatever, but under such restrictions
as might be necessary to prevent their taking, drying, or curing fish thercin, or in
any other manner whatever abusing the privileges thereby reserved to them: and
whereas no rules or regulations have been made for such purpose, and the interests
of the inhabitants of this Island are materially impaired : and whereas the said
Act does not designate the persons who are to make such scizure as aforesaid, and
it frequently happens that persons found within the distances of the coasts aforesaid,
infringing the Articles of the Couvention aforesaid, and the enactmentsof the statute
aforesaid, on being taken possession of, profess to have come within said limits for
the purpose of shelter and vepaiving damages therein, or to purchase wood or obtain
water, by which the law is evaded, and the vessels and cargoes escape confiseation,
although the cargoes may be evidently intended to be smuggled into this Island,
and the fishery carried on contrary to the said Convention and Statute: Be it
therefore cnacted by the Licutenant-Governor, Council, and Assembly, that from
and after the passing of this Act, it shall be lawful for the officers of Her
Majesty's Customs, the officers of Impost and Excise, the Sheriffs and Magistrates
throughout this Island, and any person holding a commission for that purpose
from Ilis Excelleney the Licutenant-Governor, forthe time being, to go on hoard
of any ship, vessel, or boat within any bay, port, creek, or harbour in this Island,
and also to go on boavd any ship, vessel, or boat hovering within three marine
miles of any of the coasts, bays, creeks, or harbours thereof, and in cither cuse
freely to stay on boavd such ship, vessel, or boat, as long as she shall remain
within such port or distance, and it any such ship, vessel, or boat be bound else-
where, and shall continue so hovering for the space of twenty-four hours after the
master shall have been required to depart, it shall be lawiul for any of the above
enumerated officers or persons to bring such ship, vessel, or boat into port, and to
search and examine her cargo, and to examine the master upon oath, touching the
cargo and voyage; and if there be any gomds on bourd prohibited to be imported
into this Island, such ship, vessel, or boat, and the cargo laden on board thereol,
shall Le forfeited ; and if the said ship, vessel, or boat shall be foreign, and not
navigated according to the Inw of Great Britain anid Ireland, and shall have been
found fishing, or preparing to fish, or to have been fishing, within such distance of
such consts, bays, creeks, or hnrhours of this Island, such ship, vessel, or boat, and
their respective cargoes, shall be forfeited ; und if the master or person in command
thereot shall not truly answer the questions which shall be demanded of him in
such examination, he shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds,



