
L INTRODUCTION.

WHEN attention was drawn 'to Laura Ingersoll
Secord, in i86o, it was a great surprise that she had
so long been unappreciated and known to so few.
Living among many of her husband's relatives for
over a quarter of a century, hearing constant allusion
to those times, it seemed almost impossible that such
heroism should have remained untold and her name
unmentioned. After reading the newspaper account,
inquiry was made of an aged friend whose whole life
was spent in St. David's, as to its truthfulness. Quickly
came the reply, " It is all true." No details were
given, but the answer was sufficient confirmation.
The excitement of the American Civil War and re-
moval from St. David's caused the circurnstances to
be almost forgotten, but now and then allusions would
come recalling them. When the Woman's Literary
Club was formed in St. Catharines, in 1892, it was my
part to prepare one of the papers for the opening of
the Club. The historic subject of Laura Secord was
selected, and during the preparation of the. paper I
founct that her ancestors and my own came from the
same place, Great Barrington, Mass. Previous to
this it had been a custom to spend a week or. two


