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* It has often occurred to me as something wonderful, that, amongst the vast variety of books
which are to be met with, on the important subject of Religion, there should still be wanted a
manual for the information and direction of the Minister in his daily intercourse with sick per-
sons and other members of his flock, There are, indeed, a plenty of éxcellent theoretical treatises
upon this branch of the Minister’s duty; and much also might be learnt from the biography of
Clergymen who have been eminently active in their parochial labours. But all this 1s too
general ; and consequently it is too often notsnufficiently obvious how to apply such knowledge in
our own particular practice. What I lament, therefore, and awm surprised at is, that, with the
exception of some pieces of Mr. Mayow’s, and two or three acconnts of the conversions of
profligate men, there should be no book (at least T am not acquainted with any such book) con.
taining the detail of actual conversations, which have passed between the "Minister and his
Parishioners, under striking ecircumstances. “No Clergyman, having had the care of a Parish
for a considerable period, can possibly have failed of falling into such circumstances ; and I, for
one, in my earlier days, would have thanked anybody who should, have been kind enough to
furnish me with the results of his experience. I am confident, from what has happened to
myself, that a young Clergyman must be very much at a loss how to conduet himself on trying
occasions, aml{ow to take advantage daily of the openings which may be afforded him, for
promoting Religion and right feeling in his Parish ; so that he will either do mischief by at-
tempting that to which he 1s not competent ; or, being aware of his own incompetency, he” will
sit down inactive and idle. . . . .

“ Having been in the habit then, for several years, of remarking this defect of instruction with
regard to practical divinity, and_the whole business of a Parish Priest, and having myself,
meanwhile, been thrown perpetually into the most interesting and awful scenes With muy own
Parishioners, I determined at length to take up my pen, and to commit to paper whatever,
having passed under my personal observation, might be most Jikely to be useful to others of the
same profession. . . L i

I had no thought origmal? of doing more than assist my younger brethren of the clerical
order, who might be appointed to the management of lirge parishes, without time or oppor-
tunities to prepare themselves in an adequate manner for so ( ifficult qnd momenfous an under-
taking. But, in proceeding with my work, I hegan to flatter myse}f with the notion, thatit ma
possibly both amuse and instruct every description of readers.” The scenery must be allowe
sometimes to partake of the air of romance, although strictly conformable to” truth. and nature;
and the way in which the great doctrines and duties, as well as evidences of the Christian
religion are set forth afd explained, being somewhat novel—at the same time that it is also, I
hope, much plainer andTess tedious than is too often the case in more regular treatises—many
persons may be tempted, upon the recommendation of the Clergy, to peruse the book; and ma
tind unexpectedly their fancy pleased, their knowledge increased, and their hearts touched and
improved.”—~Prefacc. )
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s time before the opening of the New College of Physicians, Mrs. Baillie presented to
thz?t 1223.'&1 body, a (z‘rold-He]zmledgCane, which had been successively carried by Drs. Radeliffe,
Mead, Askew, Piteairn, and her own lamented husband. . . .

« I had been connected with physic_for upwards of a century and a half, and might, without
vanity, look upon fmy.self as the de;‘msitm-y of (rlnany important secrets, in which the honour and
ignity of the profession were nearly concerned. .
(hgmt{e?aetMeEmirs are the fruit o¥ my retirement, and should any reader feel disposed fo
anthenticate my narrative, I feel no fear for the result of the investigation, since, if the written
documents be corrcct, they must agree with my story.” . .
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