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Swiss boy." Taking advantage of the mutual love between
France and Russia, the journals bave been started, to work
the union cf the friendty nations. Strange, tbey com-
mence by avowîuig the difficulties and the dangers cf an

alliance. Portugal is again Il posted ";she is making an
heroic effort once more te tap the coins in French old

stockings but enoruncus bultock's blood coloured placards,
witb letters as lonig as the sea-sorpent, draw attention to

Portugal being 365,000,000 frs. smotbered in floating debt,
in addition te baving repudiated the Domn Miguel boan.

That's net encouraging for the union cf the Latin races.
Who would have thought it ; cf att the drawbacks laid

te the charge cf the Inisl, infecundity was neyer cast iu

tbiir teeth !Yet M. Levasseur, a top sawyer amcng
statistioians, asserts that France aud Ireland are the two

countries where the natal rate is lowest, as compared with

other Enropean peoples. Rie dees net suppi>' the elements
cf comparison, hewever. lu Brittany, wbicb, like Ireland,

is largel>' Celtie, there is te be found the higbest birth rate

in France ; the largest erîigration, priucipatly te South

America, and the strongest attachament to religion. Lt is
also the mcst backward in education.

Tbougb princes are as plentif ul as blackberries inRussia,

several cf tbem ornanîenting the ranks cf the

cabmen, it is rarel>' that an>' cf them stra>' te the scaffold.
Ini the Caucasus, a prince>' brute bas j ust been docapitated

for thef tandmuurder. He wanted toe ) executed inside the

prison, as was usual in France, and se net ho a première for

the mudjiks. Capital offences in Fraûice bave bad always

their sentences carried ont in public, ne matter what social

exaltation the culprit bas. An exception was made in the

case cf jndges. Thus Parpailte, President cf the Partiament
cf Orange, and a kind cf Chief Justice, was condemned te

death for stealing golden altar utensits, and setling them at

Lyons. H1e was exposed for several days lu a 'vooden cage,

and lu September, 156L), was heheaded inside the prison,

as was bis privilege. Ris bcd>' was thon brougbt eutside

and exbibited durng tbree days on a Hcaffold, before terri-
lied crcwds. No member cf the French judicial bench bas

ever coinuitted robbery since. No wonder the>' advocate
deterrent prînciles.

A favourite amusement with the small boys at thîs

time cf the year 18 the knocking dewn cf berse-chestnuts
frein the trees. Lt is dangerous work for passers-by when

steties are ernplo>'ed. The Luxembourg gardons is tic

outing ground for babies euoe twc-year-cld infant was

lying asleep in its muother's lap, w1yen a stone tbrown b>' an

unkuown fohll f rom a chestnut troc upon the baby's bead,

and instantly kilted it. The poor father was ceming frem

bis office te accompari> bis wife and child berne, as was bis
customn in the cveniing; ho had several teys that be bad

purchased for the baby ; perceiving an ex3-ited crowd, ho
M'eut te sec wvhat was tbe matter; bis wife was in a faint,

and a policeman hetd the infant lu bis arms, stone dead.
Z.

N1A RIINE UNION.

w HIATEVEl ia' baave been the reasons for the division
oY f Acadia inte the three Provinces cf Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, the step frein

thie present point cf observation dees net appear te bave

been either necessar>' or expedient. Iîistor>' dees net la>'

its finger upon an>' particular case cf neglect cf tie cuti>'.
iug portions cf Acadia, or Nova Scotia, the naine given the

new territor>' act1uired b>' the Euglisb, wbich catled for

its subdivision. The loyalists who settled in wbat is ncw

New Brunswick, who founded St. John (originaîl>' Parr-

tcwn, after Governor Parr), were, ne doubt, responrgible for

the erection of the new province. Iu the menth cf August,

1784, "linformation was rcceived," says Mr.. Murdock in

bis Il lister>' cf Nova Seotia," "4that t ho province was te ho
dividcd, and alt the lands tying on the nortb aide cf tihe

Ba>' cf Fundy te ho included in the now province." On

the lst cf November cf tbe above year the last session of

the Fif th Generat Assembi>' was convened at Halifax, and

on the 2lst cf the samne montb Col. Thomas Carleton

arrived at Parrtowfl, and a proclamation was îssued, in

wbicb the beunds cf the new province 'vere defined.

About the samne time, IlSt. John's Island," whicb, af ter its

final capture frein the Frenich in 17-58, had been placed
under the administration cf Nova Scotia, was erectcd into

a separate province. Lu, 1798 its name was changed to

Prince Edward Island. .Cape Breton aise, in 1784,

became a separate province, and bad a Goveruor and

Concil of its own, but it did ltot romain long divorced

from Nova Scetia, being re-annexed in 1819. Such are
the facts in brief connectod with the division of the Mari-

time Provinces inte the several provinces wbich îîow are

included lu the terni. Each cf the provinces bad a fiscsl

policy cf its own, and imposed what luties it saw fit on the
prodncts cf the other as well as on the preducts cf the eut-
side world. Befere Confederation ,as accomplisbed it à

wetl known that a Maritime Union with a uniform tari]l
was 'veti ou te settlernent. The groater scheme prevailedg

but witbcut doubt the hearts cf the people were more il

faveur cf a union among thoaeîves, than the alliancr
witb Quebec and Ontario, wbich 'vas largel>' the result 0
coaxing sud ceercion. The maritime people bad no par.

ticular affection for the Frencbmen iu Quebec, and Ontaric
was a country the>' did net thon bave intercourse with E

frequenitly as the>' now have witb British Columbia. Con.
federatien being consumniffated, the original scbeme cfe
Maritime Union foîl te the ground. Eacb province con

tinued its Local Govemnmient with the saine parapbernalil
andl exlense af ter Confederation as before. That a Mai

time Union on a somewhat diferent basis than that at
flrst proposed was possible bas but recently dawned upon
the minds of the mon down by the sea. There is now a
very general concensus of opinion ameng the young mon

that the cost of gYovernment in the tbree provinces is
excessive, and tbat tbe local affairs of Nova Scotia, iNew
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island migbt be quite as

easily managed b>' one legislative body aq b>' six ; that if
Ontario witb over 2,000,000 of people can get on with
ninety members in ber Leisiature, the Maritime Pro-
vinces9 witb a population of 900,000 do net require one
bundred and sixty legislafors. The>' sec the absurdit>'
and ruinou-i expenso of having crine legislator for evor>'
5,500 inhabitants, wbile Ontario doos witlî one for ever>'
23,000 of bier population. Tlipre is a beavy interest to
pay on thoir respective dobts, and their wise moen are cein-
mencing to sec that the interest on these debts migbt be
paid, te say nothing of a reducticu in the debts, by a
more econoinical administration cf governm.ent.. Lot us
examine the legisiative mnachiner>' of tihe Lower Provinces.
Beginningc witb Prince Edward Island wo find a province
Of whicb the greatest lengtb is 150 mites, breadtb tbirty-
four miles. Its population at tbe last official census, was
108,89 1, tbough a later estimate makes it 200,000. t bas
tbree ceuinties, Kings, Queens, and Princes. New, tbe
affairs cf the province are administered by a Lieut. -
Governor, an Executive Councit cf nine, tbree with and
tbree without portfolios. Next comes the~ Legistative
Councit cf thirteen members, and thon the Assenibl>'
composed cf tbirty members. In Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick the le-glative counciltors are appcinted b>'
the Governor, or reall>' by the Executive for tif e. In th.-
island province the Council as well as the Assernbly is
elective. This means that Prince Edward Iland needs a
representative in the Local Assembly for every 4,500
inhabitants.

New Brunswick, 230 miles in lengtb, and 190
miles in breadth, in 1881, had a population cf 321,233.
To administer bier Local Goveramnent are required a Lieut.-
Governor, an Executive Council cf six memibers, threo witb
and tbree without portfolios, a Legislativm Councit of
eigbteen, and an Assembly cf forty-ene memibers. Nova
Scotia bas an extreme length from soutb-west te north-
east cf 360 miles, and its average breadtb is 120 mites.
Its population in 1881 was put at 440,572 seuls. t bas,
cf course, a Lieut. -Governor, aIse an Executivo Council cf

eigbt members, four with and four witbout portfolios ; a

Legislative Counceil cf twenty, and an Assembly cf thirty-
eight members. The above figures are taken frein wtîat

should ho an autbentic source. Lf there is any change in

the number cf representatives it is se light as net te inter-

fere witb the restults te ho deduced thcrefrom. t is, per-
haps, net disrespectful te sa>' that Confederation was sinie-
wbat rnshed on the people cf Canada. that it was net ver>'
carefuli>' considered b>' the mass cf the people. And ir,
was, perhaps, witb feelings cf doubt as te its durabitity, that
the varions provinces insisted upon retaining tire Local
Partiaments in their pre-Confederation entiret>'. Ottier-
wise the preservatien cf sucb a.compticated system cof
governmental macbinery secîns unaccountable. t may ho
cempared te a manufacturer continuing the use cf a bun-
dred herse power engine, simply because it is in place,
when a ton horse-power is atI that his dim-'nished business
demauds. This costl>' and wastef tl expenditure cf adminis-
trative talent bas cest the Lower Provinces high. The
total revenue for New Brunswick in the year 1887 was
placeri at $694,000, inclusive, cf couirse, cf the Doqninion
subsidy. 0f this sumn almost $51,000 was devoted te

clegislative expenses.

Ln the samne year the revenue cf Nova Scotia was

$712,000, and near $60,000 cf it was eaton up in the
*sanie way. Then there are counttess other expenses wbicb

bave te be borne by eacb province, wbcreas under a union
there would ho but oue charge. Frequent attempts bave

f been made in each province te reduce expenses. The
1trouble bas been that the parties in opposition bave con-
1tinueusl>' and repeatedly trifled with the people. To do

1 away with the fifth wbeels, in the shape cf the Legislative
Councils, was a promise whicb teck welt with the electors.

8To initiate a general system cf pruning was aise popular vn
1the stump, and ne doubt many a member owes bis seat te,
"baving advocated sncb bealttful measures. But once
"settled on the sof t cushions cf the Government bouches, it

be as beon found, again and again, that these promises werO
donly given to ho broken. There wero mental reservaticus

I made on the stnmp, cf wbicbi the public knew notbing.
'eThe advantages cf a Maritime Union for local governmirnt

i- appear te hoe many, and thre disadvantages scarcety percept-
-e ible. The people cf the tbree provinces are the sain

ilpeople. They bave common occupations and industries.
ie Their scbooî systems are the saine ; their municipal iiî5ti-
*- tutiens similar. Yet in somo ways, under their preseni
.s relations, tbey are as separate from one another as each is
ft from Britisb Coumbia. A New Brunswick barrister may
, net plead a case in Hlifax. A Prince Edward Island
n lawyer is debarred frem the courts cf ither cf the otbei
e provinces. The rul applies each way. And bore are
f less than a million of people, and the age is one cf federa-
r- tien. The judiciar>' cf the Maritime Province is net a
.o burden cf wbicb the people complain, but under Maritime
s Union a considerable saving might ho effected in this depart-
a- ment. Instead cf tbree Governors, ccsting probably net
a less than $25,000, there wonld heonee. There is $15,00(
n- saved at once. Lnste&d cf tbree Assemblies, with a total
a cf 109 members, there woutd ho one Assembly, with say
i- 50 members. Thon following tho good example set by

Ontario and Manitoba the criminal waste of the peoplo's
înoney in keeping up three Legisiative Councils would be no
longer a reproach for a wise and understanding people, and
they would have no use for even one such Council. Think of
the money saved by such a union. See the waste of officiai-
macbinery in each capital, and that it now takes three sets
of clerks to accomplimh what could he done by one set of
clerks. Then there would be the prestige the Maritime
Provinces would gain. Ontario, which has always been
more or less afflicted with a spirit of boasting and is con-
stantly thanking the Lord that she is not as other provinces
arc, ceuld no longer point te three small disunited provinces
by the sea, whose main object in existence was to draw
milk from her overflowing teats. She would see one grand
Maritime Province managing ber local allairs econoinically,
and holding the key of tbe gate to the Atlantic Ocoan,
capable perhaps of giving her other tessons than how to
manage ber public schools.

Should Ontario, increasing in population as she is,
desire a proportionate increase in ber provincial legista-
tors, the Maritime Provinces could give ber a Legîs-
lative Couticit cut and dried. If she would apply at
once, she inight have the pick of tbree.

HEere is a real chance for reform ; a practical way of
saving money, and of winning esteem. There are no
parties in local politics down by the sea. t i8 the otd
story of the Ilis " and the 'I outs," nothing more. Let a
Maritime Union party arise. For once give the people a
rest from lying and slandering. Let them lbave the truc
state of aflairs made known to them, and the reforms
ad vocated bere witl be adopted. To ho sure there would be
dîthicult details arisîng. Wbere would ho the seat of Govern-
ment '?What would be donc with the holders of provincial
sînecures ? And, above ail, what would become of the fifty
provincial "llords " ï Again, te wbat purpose would the
unused buildings be devoted ? Where would be the capital i

Lt is sncb questions as these which have bindored pro-
gress in every stage of the world's bistory. Lt is the little
things that ctog the wheels, and whoever takes up in good
faith the question of Maritime Union, with a view of carry-
ing it out, may have the best part of his lifels work abead of
him, but ho will bo promoting a measure more sensible than
many whicb the poople arc asked te indorse.

T. C. L. Kn'recîîuîr.

A MODERN AIYSI-XII.

T IIE next day wo startd early on a big jurney, forty
Imiles south of Regina, to Mowat's ranche. Wc

drovo on a dlean trail through a sea of level prairie-the
iinest land in the world bhere and there a farinibouse,
witb a couple of hundred acres tillcd ; here and there only,
bocause the settiement for some reason bas gone ncrtb.
At tbe Moosejaw Creclr we batted for lunch, fed and
rested the horses, and then spun along to the ranche.
While supper was prepared we sallied out te sce the borses
driven into the corral. Anytbing more interesting tban
to watcb three or four bundred borses, young and old,
galloping, curvetting, bounding down thý bilîs, it would
tiet be easy to conceive, and every muan of us felt that the
lifo of a rancher was no unenviabte one. Af ter supper we
aIl sat in a large tent, whicb until fixed for the night
might ho used as a sort of drawing-room, and watched the
sun sinking to bis rest.

Helpsam, as he knocked the asb froin bis cigar, said:
"Mr. McKnom, there was an interesting episode in bis-

tory, the risc of Neo-Platonism, beginning wiffb Ammonius
Saccas early in the third century and extending wcll into
the sixtb."

McKnorn.: "Beginning with Ammonius Saccasl' The
revival of Platonism dates from mncli carlier. In the
second century after Christ wbatever was good in the
heathen world put forth ahl its energy to save society fromn
the ruin tbreatened by its cwn corruption. Af ter the
blackness of darkness of the Domitian tyranny, there rose
what seemed a beautiful dawn, the promnise of many more.
L t was seen that a genuine devotion to the worsbip of the

1bigber powcrs migbt yet bloom, and pbilcsopby brengbt
isucb solace as it might te, disturbed consciences and taught

men how to regulate their lives. There was a revival in
the heathen world, and bow bigb its moral teacbing could
go we sec in Ptutarch. Lt was f rom this revival Neo-
Platonism sprang. Unless you ignore a Providence, it is

3manifest tbat the Greek nation was as mucb preordained
.to lead te the spread of Christianity as the Jewish to
tusbering it on the stage; and the influence Greece bas

1. exercised on the wortd and on the spread of Cbristianity
cis se great tbat Alexandria, wbere Greek tbouglit played

its last great part, is only inferior in interest to Jorusalcm
and Athens. Thon Alexandrian Platonism is not exactly

tthat of Plato ; new conditions gave it a new aspect, and
s the new aspect imparted a new flavour."'
i lrofegsor Glaecus: IlDo you caîl Alexandria tbe last
1 stage wberc Greek thougbt and Greek pbilosophy played
rto a world it was inspiring and regenerating t What
eabout Florence in the i f teenth century 1 "

i- lfcKnom.: "1 arn aware of wbat took place at Florencel
àAfter the sixtb century there was no organic life-nothing

e of a mevement in Platonic pbilosopby. Ln the flfteentb
;- century at Florence a stimulus was given te the study of
ýt Alexandrian Platonism by the exiled Greeks, and it was
0 in tijis form Platonism was made part of Englisb tbougbt

LIby our own great theological thinkers. We bave seen
y that Platonism had much that was sympathetie with, if net
y propbetic of, Christianity. But the Platonism of Atox-


