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'sautilla, ltowever, of thc plant is of the îîtost eiduing niature,
:t grows to grcat perfection aii the %slows andi colti of north-
* rit latitudes; it maititaînis a licalîiiv condtitiont ii a %varus
'tbmatc Of Sou)ttlerît Europe. andi even in t svilry landis if
Fgypt it sttubbornily survives." For coilness anti comfort iii
'!ot wea:lîer, a fine Iiiten garînetît as tiot exelîcti by atiy fabric
itatie o! vcgetable or animal fibre; %vlite iii tite sick rouii it
lias becn traditionaiiy valsiez) front the Issue of M1oses No
t'tiie lias licon in so rcgular tiemaiti, andi kept uip ils valisîe
'0 WeII the worlci over. So nituels for the pcrinaticncy of the
minustry.

If flax is grown for scedt onlIt, it is sown thilnly, se that
whien the st.ilks arc up thcy wilI brar.cl out ani tevelop a
greater quantity of seeti bolis, but tue fibre of such branclty
,ialks turiis iargely into tow wlten hanieti. If sown for lthe
express purpose of fibre, put in irom two I0 t, andi ont!-
qutarter bushels of seed te the acre. Let the seed bc clean,
andi if it is changeti every year it is ail the better. Ilu Belgitiii
and Irelanti farmers buy seed front some foreigui counitry,
largely fromn Riga, Russia, lresh every season. Gcneralh'
-,peaking, a soif tîtat will grow a gooci crop of turnips will
graw a good crop of flax. It will do well to foiiow eats or
wihent. The'grosind shouiti bc well draineti and plawed decp
so that the roots may penetrate weil anti draw moistu:e an.i
strength fromn a cansiderable deptit bclow the surface. Tîte
landi, Jiowever, shouli flot be ritigeti up. but piowed flat.
When grown in ritiges, it is of sineven iength anti ofien necils
two pullings. Sow whien the danger of spring frost is over,

anti wlen sown lîarrow in. WVhen tlîc flax is 3 or 4 incites
lîigh it sitoulti bc .veded. The Belgian farmer wceds on bis
knlecs, andi wvors against tite %vind, sa that the w'iuti May raise
the tender plant up again aftcr he bas passcd. WVeeding
sltould bc donc when the ground is damp. A warm, showcry
climate is best for the growing flax. Ille proper time fnr
puiing is whcn the stalk ncar the ground ibas beeonme a paie
ycllow, anti leaves bave fallen off eight or ten inchses above
the gro undi. tlîe, ;igher set bouls havc turneti brownish, anti
Ille seed itself bas a piukish shade. If puliedti 10 young.
the fibre %viii he.'tender, anti there will be loss in scutching,
anti if ailowed ta stand too long it wvill make a coarse fibre.
To pulfl, take a hantiful o! staiks just below the balls anti give
it ; jerk-c The hautiful should be of stalks the saine length,
and wherc there are different lengths, they should bc kept in
Feparàt-, "bee' or sheaves. As cach hantiful is laid down te
forms a bcdt, it is siigbtly crosseti over the last 10 prevent
enttanglitig.

Iii Bclgium, wliere flax raising is carrieti out ta grent
perfection, and a remarkably fine fibre is producei, manch
ccono:ny. is observeti in ail the <letails. anti it is this ccanomy
andi their patience in wectiing, etc., niueh of thc worl, being
donc by wamen anti chiltireti. that enables thein ta produce
the inaterial so cheaply. Therc ail] the set is saveti, wbulc
iii Irelanti it is ailowed to vasle.

The beels being hoîtunti p the secds are taken aff in a
comb, the tecth of which are generally o! round iron spikes.
boiteti ta a plasli. Tihis is calieti rippling. andi cars now bc
donc by impraveti maclîinery. If it is desireti te save the
scdt. il shoulti br drieti iii lofts or it gcntiy licatd kilns. In
Belgium. whcn the flax is taken off it is put in slteks or
".stocks," as lîcre illusîrateti. This is donc instcati of first
iyang it into liae.as in Irelanti. Aiter it bas drir-d
enough, it is titen put up ino *'ltedges." where it renlainç li
%ufficiently dry tn be storeti in barns ta be retteti-in the fol-
lnwving spring.

In the district hitre referreti to--Caurtr.ti. wvhîeh i- famiou.%
for the fineness of ils fibre--the seeti is taken off by means

o! a nmalle, wi it whlicî tIlie beets, beling piaceti oi tIlie lb. r.
-ire pountict.

Aftcr tltrc..ling. tîva beets are tiedti ogetiier, vitlil i..

bouilli witli straNy bands, tlle top- andî bîtts being revered.
Tue bonrdies are piaceti ii crises of tvood, linîct witlt str;tw
ta înotify tue cîîrrent, ati tiiese crases a.re floated i titi
river and tied te the batik by stakes. Thliceratvs arc sî:l,
mergedt by stenes put on boards over the straw listing. Wlîen
the ilax lias reaclîcti a certaint stage of fernirtîtatioit, st v-
tiken out andt dricti in coies.

Tîten it is rcpacked aitt put in lthe river tili the fermieit-
t4tion or "rctting" is contplctet. iThese stages are detcr.
mincd by ticate tests, wiiiclt can oniy b. tlaroiigliy utider-
steoti by experience. Previous te scuîeliiîtg. it is sorteti b>
a ntanipulatoir, Whto opens cacît bcdt antd sorts (>ut wiiat is
perfectly rettd, tîtat wiiiclt is over-watcredl being steucteu
scparateiy, andti that uitder-watcredl bcîng put ii the w;itvr
again tili i>roper>i softeneti. lit Iloilantt lthe process is car
rieti out witt the saine care as it Belgium, but the tiax, a
ituliet, is tî.ed in beets anti stooketi, as here showît, ait(] tite
retîîng is donc in stagnanît ditches as iii mîany parts of Ir-
landi. Titis is afterwards driei oit the grass or in coites. Fo:
the steepîng cf the flax in Irelatîti lthe sccreîary of the Fiax
Stippiy Associationi gives the foilowitg tests: "After a fewv
days tite flax must bc examiiîet. Takc a beet or tsvo andi
examine. If glit appears in tc Mitiddle o! the bees, andi il
feels soIt Nvhen graspeti, it ts ain indication that greal watclt-
fuiness is necessary. Takce titrce or four reetis, wlticlt ivili l,
fouiid co-etid with a sitîy substance, andi if this caît bc re-
nioveti fronts tite surface by dclicatcly passiîtg it throtigit the
linger anti tlîunib, il is in conîdition to leave lthe damn; or bend
the reetis gently over tue forefinger. anti if tc woody patri
separates frccly froni the fibre anti starts up, il is time to
tlîrowv it cut. If tlîc mitddle of lthe staik yields ta the lattr
lest, il may l>e safeiy conitttereul watereti. WViien you coini-
silence la exainîe do so tiaily or twice a day. wlîenl yots
aire satisfied it is retteti, take off the stoîtes andt tlîrcwv it on
<lie bank, aliow it te drain out. titei cart ta tîte spreaui
greîtint." fiere it is spreati iii layers tîtat slîgiîîly overlap)
ecdi cther, driei, nmatie Up iuto beets aitt stackcd for tue
scutei Mtill.

(To bc continueti.)

WATER: ITS IMORTANCE IN DYEING AND

Watcr is anc o! the Most imtportant factors of tue- dyc-
flouse. Not only iii waslîisg aît< bicacltiig. but aN.o lu the
opcrations of tiycing atît printing, is succebsii work more or
icss tiepentient uposi lthr quality oi the water enî;îloyrd<. Ycar'.
ago, wlien tue woods werc tc sole coloriiîg inatters. anti bc-
fore the science of clîciiitstry %vas tiiorotîgiilv înderstooti, it
teas the customi lA waslt or scoîtr gouits dîrectly it tue river.
which, o! course, (on accousil of tite impurities oitcin presetît.
hati a vcry injutriions effcct b..th mi tue iyciig andi i>eaelisig.
aitt il becanie a îîcl-knoui iaçt tîtat a dyer Ieartttiig lit%
tratie in anc towvn wouid result ii a total faiurc ln atother
wvltere different wattsr was tiseti.

Every dycr. eventh lo'.e wvh.. p)rtfcss to have lait uitie
kii<iwlcdge of chcmistry. sîtoulti al Icast lic abîle t.. nt:kea-i
,cw simple tests as are nqcçs'.ary lu iitcrniue tu h arac
aîîd appraximate amoun:t o! iniptrilies preset*t Iin the wvatr
he uses. The lime sallis i .000 gallont; aulua wiiil esrl
s.7 lbs. o! the best liard %oap for rev zIerer of h.ir-liics-
wltich is ail clear wvastc; besides, the insoluble cîtrd. oit al-
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