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* UNIFORMITY OP LAW IN THE EMPIRE.

1ý Z The question of inaking law more uniforma throughout the
1Empire crops up froxn time to tiwre, but littie headway je miade ini

the direction of greater uniform-ity. So far as the statuto laNv je
concernied, a fair degree of uniforniity lias bean securcu d soxne
branches of mercantile lawý-such as the lawv of buis of exehiange--
but this covers only a sial part of the field. Thc subject je muai
wýider thaqn Yr.erely securing identical legislation.

The problem of the Lest method of rnaking lawv more uniforxui
throughout a large numbier of communities %lîieh, wxhilst under
one central Governn'-ent for national or Iniperial purposes, have
wide powers of self-governnent in local niatters is one thiat cxists
in A-crica as well asin the British Enmpire,. Judging by athought-
ful airticle in the INay numbier of the Yale Law Journal, the 1probleni
in the United States is at least as urgent and diffleuit as in our
omwn case. otihtndn-nedperhaps, b% reason of-
the differences in the tNvo probleirs, a peruisal of the article ont itie
'The Federal Courts an(d a Uniforni Law,'' in which flhe Au erican

writer deals ivith bis ovîn probiein, wvill be found instructive and
stixn ulating te any T'nglishlawe ktN-c-iho is dissaitisfiedl with the
existing state of things in the B3ritish EWpire. For, Lotx in our

En'pire nn the U'nited States, it is possible for courts o." tltiiate
appeal to j_îroiýiu1gate as b)ind<ing deeisioiis quite contradictorv
propositions. Thuis ougit acf. to Lie, and the reforni of a system
under whc t1 osbl haiL eaded as a unatter of pressing
imiportance.

The cliof cause cf the preseaft ]aeck of uniformity in Ancrican
case 1.%. is the existenc cf a double set cf couirts -Statie and

j 1,'eçieratl-Nwhiich te soire extcut iork indepen<lentiv cf cadil other.
On uz'ost questions o>ver which the Strite courts have jurisdiction
the ultiniate Court cf Appeal is a State couirt, and the constitu-
lion doca not at presont pernit appeals to be carried as a niattor
cfo course froin a State court to a, Fe<lcral court. l'le Suprezrc

-oxut cf the United States is not, ther-efoî',e, tbe final appellate
tribiunal foi-'l usin that coire before thle Stitte courts. The

~ ~ result ;s that contradictory decisions on questions cf (for instance)
property law are frequeritly to be found in the Americain reports.


