
LUCID INTERVAL 0P A NAD PRISONER.

wvent on -%vith aur damnable gaine of usury, and as we
made rnoney îve increased Our speculations Io a largE
extent. At last ive liad out an immense number o]
bis.indorsed with our own naines, ofi which hoîvevei
we ivere prcuty confident as ta the rcspecîabiiity ai
most of the acceptors. About the tine they becanie
due, 1 liad occasion to leave town for a -%ve. Du ring
mny absence the day af paymenf came, ami nearly al
tihe acceptors disappointed us witil excuses. In ibis
dilemma my partner gave immediate arders for the
îvorking af ail the engines of the law, and in die inter-
val drew in ail aur capital, pulled tipon ail aut resour-
ces, and borrowed every wliere that ve, liad credit ta
enable 1dmi ta gather iii these lxeavy autstanding res-
ponsibilities. When lic hiad succecded, and %vas prec-
pared ta mie: tle bills-stariled at tle enorinous amount
af mouey, îvhici lie hiad collectcd in lis liands-a neîv
idea seized hirn: judge of uts brilliancy and iviether
it iras profitable or not, %vhien 1 tell you Ilmat wvi:h My
return ivas developed the discovory tliat my rnoncy (l
give i: precedence tor hiaving Ioved it lest) <ad my
ivife wvere gane off together ithl îny pantner, wlio liad
left me ail the heavy bis ta take up as 1 couid. I ivas
totally ruicd, and neyer did a mari more deserve ta bc
ýSa.

On tie c;ay afi ny arrivai I %vas arrested by anc af
.thc verv, Iavyers %vlho liad lived by aur firn (loir ia-
ny of us have chierislied thc serpent by îvhich we have
been stung) talzen by a baliff, wha 1 had a liundred
turnes employed ta take others, ta a sponging hanse, and
thence by habeas ta jail.

IF rom that turne I becaîne a haunted xnan-haunted
bv the living not tIc deauL Shadoîvs vouid flot have
scared me, but xeahutes were appaihing. I was tossed
Irom prison .to prison, just as my difficuities îvithdrew
kr me or gathered around me, and like the Nvandering
Hebrew, I had no xesting-place away frora the misery
which 1 lad made. Now it was tliat my own scarlet
crimles first fiasbed upon me ivith their conscience-
g3flding and accumulated harrors. Was 1lin the Fleet
prison? There 1 encauntercd men ivliora 1 bad thrust
belore rae ino the den ; their tale of ruin iras told tu
nie in maock-ery af my own ; 1 saw the gentlemau who
had once called on me in 'fine attire,' pinched ithd
penury and robed in rags. 'I learned tirat the wvife who
lad once reccimed my house, but flot my beart, ivith
lier appeal for mercy, wvas dead ; the children whlora
$he land brouglit ivith lier tua rouse pity writh their tears,
-%vere noir crying ivithin iny hcaring, nat for tbeir fa-
tlcer's liberty, thai had been long liopcless, but for bread.
Do 1 leave die Fleet, and (aglin arrested) find inyself
a prisafler in 'WVitccmss-street ?-thie youngl profligate
wha is blasphieming by my side *was accounted virtu-
'oas until plunged iat a sphere af dissolute conipanion-
slip by ine; and yondem drunkarci, rceling an with bis
pot of ale, %vas both a sober and an lionest mnani tili I
ixnpaicd him in a piison, wlierc. sobmiety iras scoffed ai,

and lionesty despised. .1 ias the perpetuai inmate of
jails, and there 1 -%vas perpeîually tormented with the
presence af my victims. Ta îvbatever ccli I mighit re-
tire the cries of the omplan rang in my cars ; the tears
of tbe widoiv feil upon my heamt. Conscience cartied.
mie over houses that I hiad desolatcd, and fancy led me
ta graves that 1 land filled. This-this the triumph of
reniorse ivas cruel ; but wlien I turned froin the dmcad
convictions ofi my own. thouglits, and went again among
mny feliowv prisoners, it -%vas agony, ta endure tIre pres-
ence of those whoîn I liad wronged.

'At hast, afier a tcrm af suffeming in the other prisons
I got remnoveci ta tle lLing s Bondh, and tiere 1 hoped 1
lad no victims-I iras -%vrang;- y et ail the lirst day 1
saiwno ane ivilom I knew, and dien
'bTthe strang delusion gained nie more and more,'

btteevents ai niglit dispelled it.
'About eleven o*cioek, the hîour fixcd by iaw for the

retireinent ai tle prisoners, an alarîn af serious iliness
iras raised, and an expression of general indignation
pervaded thc debtats as Io the cause. A woman, they
said, was dvingt of 'vaut in anc af tie moins on the
graund fluor on the pour side of the prison, and a numbe..
af persons bad gathered round the door of the apart-
mnt in irbich tle sufferer lay, I followed, mechianical-
iy ivith tue res:, and saîv irat ilhey saw. Little could

i:hey fei îvhat I feut.
'The crowd,' as soon as they liad satisfied their cari-

osity, dispemse'd ini groups to talk airer tic pour woman's
fate. But I-I could nat ieave-an impulse îvhich 1
couid na: resist, a chaiti whiclr I could not sever, bound
me ta thc cold stane an ý 4 icl I staod ; I coald not pass
fraîn the door ai thmai room, alhougli I yet anly kneqV
tIlit a pour woman lad laid down ta die, and I had seen
naîhing but a cumîainless bcd and a barren chamber, as
they ilad been dimly reveaied by the liglit of a stuali
lamp ta ail who lad gathered without But after al
liad gone my beart remained a beating listener ta the
voice rima: made itseif heard in its maos: secret cells-a
wbisper af destiny tia: mysteriousiy connected xny fate
with herju,., here the misemable tenant af Mhe desolate
room ; a speli oi mingled terroir and excîtement was up-
on me and around me, and I feit tiat 1 must go within
ta sec lier die.

In anaîher moment the dactor af the prison entered,

,and I stole after him jutathermaam. Theme was adeep
shadow of tIe vaultcd roof in on.e corner, and in jus
dark-ness 1 stood ta listen and ta, gaze. Thc physiciau
land initcnded ta arder thc patiene.s removal ta the prison
infrmary, but lie saw tInt it %ras uoo late. Onhler low
bedstcad shc lay drcaming aivay bier spirit, in lier lasi.
earthly sieep; tlIcncxtwîould bet île cp ofdeath. A
iroman, wha fain pity liad sat upwith lier, would have
aîvakened lier ta the dactor's presence, buthle wouid
nat have it. 'Let lier bl' said hie, cit will soo.n be uver.

'BY lier lay bier yaangl dhuldren, anc on eiuber side
awakc, ivatclful, silent, thcir cyes filcd with tears, andi


