TROOPS IN FLANDERS
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the headquarters, a modest office for the staff, and you have a falr
ption of the billeting place that shelters part of the division which
reposes,

WHERE CANADIANS LEND ATMOSPHERE.

But this town Is like many others in this unattractive country. its
interest to us lies in the tenants of the moment, Walk down the street
and you will, if you are a Canadian, feel at one something familiar and
homelike in the atmosphere. One hears voices everywhere, and one
does not need the brass shoulder badges, “Canada” to know the race to
which these voices belong: It may be the voice of New Brunswick,
it may be the voice of British Columbia, or it may be the accents in
which the French-Camadian seeks to adapt to the French of Flanders,
the tongue which his ancestors centuries ago carried to a new world;
but whichever it be it is all Canadian.

And soon a company swings by, going perhaps to bath parade, to
that expeditious process which in half an hour has cleansed the bathers
and fumigated every rag they possessed. And as they pass through
they sing carelessly, but with a challenging catch, a song which, If by
chance you come from Toronto, will perhaps stir some association.
For these, or many of them, are boys from the college, and the song Is
a university song whose refrain is Toronto.

And if you go still a litte further in the direction of the front you
will soon, very soon, after leaving the place of billeting, come to the
country over which the great guns by day and night contend for mas-
tery. And as one advances there seem to be Canadians everywhere.
Here are batteries skilfully masked.
to the trenches.

Here are supplies on their way
And all the time can be seen reliefs and reserves, until
it seems as if it would be strange to meet any one not in khaki, and
without the badge of “Canada.”

And the liking for football which the Canadians have begun to
share with his English comrade abates none of its keenness as he
marches nearer the front., A spirited match was in progress near our
lines not iong ago, when a distracting succession of “Weary Willies”
began to distribute themselves not very far from the football ground.
The only people who took no notice were the players, and nothing
short of a premptory order from the Provost Marshal was able to bring
to an end a game which was somewhat unnecessarily dangerous.

And our men have, of course, made the acquaintance of “Jack John-
son” without liking him, for he is not likeable.
as much censtancy as a brave man needs.

ARTILLERY HAS MORE THAN HELD OWN.

Nor, indeed, have our own artillery failed to do more, and even
more, than hold their own. The gunners inherited from the division
which preceded them in the trenches a disagreeable inheritance in the
shape of an observation post which had long harassed and menaced our
lives by the information which it placed at the disposal of the enemy.
We were so fortunate as to put it out of action in the third round we
fired—a success very welcome as an encouragement, and giving a very
substantial relief from an unwelcome scrutiny.

Our infantry were not especially engaged in the fighting at Neuve
Chapelle, but our artillery played its part in that triumph of artillery
silence which preceded the British attack, and our meén were ready,
during the whole fight, for the order which, had the tactical situation
so developed, would have sent them, too, to make their first assault
upon the German trenches.

And there were not a few who were longing for that order. They
think that the Germans have presumed upon a slight acquaintance.
For on the very first night on which our men were put into the tren-
ches the Germans began to call, “come out you Canadians; come out
and fight”” Now the trenches at normal times have their own code of
manners and this challenge was and is regarded as impertinent.

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

The Canadian brings his own phrases into his daily life. When the
German flares in the trenches nervously lighted up the space between
“there are the northern lights,” was the comment of the
Canadians, and “northern lights” they have remained to this day.

It would be evidently impertinent to say more of the general offi-
ser commanding the force, General Alderson, than that he enjoys the
most absolute confidence of the fine force he commands. He trusts
ithem, and they trust him, and it will be strange if their co-operation
does not prove fruitful. And an observer is at once struck by the
knowledge which the general has gained of the whole body of regi-
mental officers under his command. He seems to know them as well
by name and sight as if he had commanded the force for six years in-
stead of six months.

GENERAL ALDERSON'S METHODS

General Alderson’s methods—his practical and soldierly style—
could not be better illustrated than by some extracts from the speech
which he addressed to the troops just before they went into the tren-
ches for the first time.

“All Ranks of the Canadian Division: We are about to occupy and
maintain a line of trenches, | have some things to say to you at this
moment which it is well that you should consider. You are taking over
good, and, on the whole, dry trenches. | have visited some myself.
They are intact and the parapets are good. Let me warn you, first, that
we have aiready had several casualties while you have been attached
to other divisions. Some of these casualties were unavoidable, and that
Is war. But | suspect that some, at least a few, could have been avoid-
ed. | have heard of cases in which men have e}posod themselves with
no military object, and perhaps only to gratify curiosity. We cannot
lose good men like this. We shall want them all if we advance, and
we shall want them all if the Germans advance. Do not expose your
heads, do not look around corners, uniess for a purpose which Is neces-
sary at the moment you do it. It will not often be necessary. You are
provided with means of observing the enemy without exposing your
“heads. To lase your life without military necessity is to deprive the
state of good soidjers. Young and brave men enjoy taking risks. But
a soldier who takes unnecessary risks through levity is not playing the
game, and the man who does so is also stupid, for whatever be the av-
erage practice of the German army, the individual shots, whom they em-
ploy ae snipers, shoot straight, and, screened from observation behind
the lines, they are always watching., If you put your head over the
paraphet, without orders, they will hit that head,

. .THE CANADIANS NEVER BUDGE.”

“There ls ancther thing. ' Troops new to the trenches always shoot
at nothing the first night. You will not do it, It wastes ammunition and it
hurts no one. And the enemy says: ‘These are new and nervous
troops’ No German is going to say that of the Canadian troops. You
will be shelled in the trenches. When you are shelled, sit low and sit
tight. This is easy advice, for there is nothing elseto do. If you get
out you will ﬂy”nm And If you go out the Germans will go
in. And Iif the .mm"muhrmwmmm,
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RESOLUTION TO TAKE OVER
| G. A BRANGH. LINES BROUGHT
BEFORE THE DOMINION HOUSE

Ottawa, Mar. 26—The Finance Min-
ister this morning moved a series of
resolutions to ratify over-dissues of
Dominion notes, to make advances to
the Grand Trunk Pacific and the Ca-
nadian Northern, and to supply cer-
tain needs of the government. The
advance made to the C. N. R. was
$10,000,000; to the G. T. P. $6,000,000
and $10,000,000 was issued for the gov-
ernment.

Mr. White justified the issue of $10,-
000,000 of dominion notes for the gov-
ernment itself, by the fact that it was
necessary to maintain the dominion’s
credit, in an emergency.

Mr. White made the statement that
there had been such wonderful finan-
cial improvement of late that it would
not be necessary for the government
to consider the question of extending
the dominion note issue further.

A. K. McLean, opposition financial
critie, stated that the explanation the
Minister offl Finance had offered made
it seem that the political legislation
was not so pernicious as it seemed on
its face. He was not disposed to find
fault with the advances to the rail-
ways, but regretted Canadian banks
had not seen their way clear to per-
forming this service.

Sir Robert Borden said that at the
August session the government had
had no reason to apprehend that ad-
vances could not have been made
through the banks. The managers of
two of the largest banks in the coun-
try had been asked to come to Ottawa
to discuss the question, but it had
been impossible to convince them that
they should make loans, even though
made on the credit of the dominion.
The government had, accordingly, as-
sisted the railways to continue their
operations.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier thought the leg-
islation necessary for such advances
should have been passed at the Au-
gust session’ There had been appre-
hension that the government might re-
sort to the unhealthy practice of issu-
ing paper money, and he was glad
that the Finance Minister had given
assurance that such a course would
not be adopted. The resolution pass-
ed, and the bill based upon it was in-
troduced.

I. C, R. Branch Lines.

Hon. Frank Cochrane then Intro-
duced his resolution to authorize the
Minister of Rallways to construct,
lease, or acquire any railway, or rail-
way work in Quebec, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island,
not over 300 miles in length, to form
part of the government railway sys-
tem, The resolution also ratifies an
agreement for the purchase of the In-
ternational Railway Company of New
Brunswick and Compbeliton to St.
Leonards, a distance of 112 miles, for
$2,700,000, and provides that, pending
the payment of the purchase money,
the railway may be leased for $90,000
per year; and another for the purchase
of the New Brunswick and Prince Ed-
ward Island Company, from Sackville,
N. B, to Cape Tormentine, thirty-six
miles, for $270,000 interest to be paid
on the purchase price, until it is paid,
at four per cent. per annum.

In answer to some questions by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, Mr, Cochrane recall-
ed to the House the fact that a bill to
acquire branch lines along the I.C.R.
had béen introduced in 1911-12, but had
not gone through, another had been
introduced in 1912-13 and had gome
through the House, only to be amend-
ed by the Senate in such & form as to
defeat it.

S8ir Wilfrid Laurier stated there was
no objection to the last two clauses of
the but he thought there
should be some explanation as to the
first, which gave power to take over
any branch line, even an N. 7. R, one.
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Minister of Railways Takes Fbrmal Steps to Implement Pre-
Election Pledge—The Canadian Banks Under Discussion

He suggested two amendments, one of
a technical character to improve the
wording of the first clause, and the
other to provide that no contract of
the construction of a railway, shall be
entered into, “or the purchase price of
such railway, be paid,” until after a
sum of money for the purpose has
been appropriated by parliament,

Sir Robert Borden stated that even
as the resolution stood he considered
it provided that the contract price
could mot be pald until it had been
appropriaed by parliament, but he had
no objection to, Sir Wilfrid’s resolu-
tion. He stated, in reply to the other
question of the opposition leader, that
it was not intended by this resolution
to authorize ¥ acquirement of branch
lines, other than for the Intercolonial
or Prince Edward Island railways.

The N. T. R.

E. M. MacDonald referred to the
statement in the Montreal -Gazette,
to the effect that the government pro-
posed to operate the N. T. R., as part
of the I. C. R, and asked whether it
were true.
Hon. Frank Cochrane admitted he
was considering the introduction of a
bill to give the government such auth-
ority in the event of the G. T. P. fail-
ing to enter into &h agreement.
The Prime Minister pointed out in
this regard/ ‘that“at ‘the last session
of parliament, the -Minister of Ralil-
ways had "been authorized to operate
any portion of the N.'T. R., after the
completion of the line, before an agree-
ment was entered into for its opera-
tion by the G. T. P. The difficulty was
that neither the statute nor the con-
tract contained any definite method
of quickly settling the question as to
whether the road was so complete as
to make it necessary for the G. T. P.
to operate it. One would have ex-
pected a better method. There were
two alternatives, one an agreement
between the parties, and the other, re-
course to arbitration. Should it be ne-
cessary to resort to the latter, and he
did not say it would—it was obvious
it would be in the public interest to
afford some operation of the road.
A bill to amend the Judges Act, and
the bill to provide for the supply of
seed grain to western provinces, got a
third reading, and the House then
went into supply on the estimates of
the Militia Department.
END OTTAWA PROOF UP
Mr. G. W. Kyte of Richmond pre-
sented a peititon for the widows of
Nova Scotia Fenian Rald Vetereans,
who had died before the Fenian raid
bounty act came into force, April 1st,
1912, and were thus ineligible for
sra.nt.s
General Hughep promised to take
the matter into consideration,
Mr. Hughes of Kings protested
against the government refusal to ex-
tend Fenian raid grants to Prince Ed-
ward Osland.” The Minister replied
that the government had been unable
to discover a recond of Fenian raid en-
listment in Prince Edward Island. If
it were found, justice would be done.

Replying to the Hon. Frank Oliver,
General Hughes sald that part of the
Valcartier camp site was purchased
before the outbreak of war. When
war was declared the rest of the land
was secured, He also told the mem-
ber for Edmonton, in answer to an-
other question that it was proposed to
secure a training area in every dis-
trict. New areas would be secured in |’
northern Alberta and Saskatchewan,
and In the first and second military
districts. All military estimates were
then passed.

The House gave first reading to the
bill to correction of clerical errors in
tlu Radlnu-lbuuon Blll.

BFHEIM W_l_l)_ REPORTS
FRANCE

Paris, via London, Mar. 26 (11.30

© pim.)—The following official com-

munication was made public at
_the War Office this evening:

"“In the region of Neuport there

has been artillery fighting. Far

ther south we "darried and ocou-

pled the north of St. George's
'n:t'n, lnhfrom of our lines,
n Champagne m hla

a bombardment, but no mm

attack,
 Yn Lerruu. \0 lh m .l

submarice ¥4, m since ym
morning off Honolulu harbar, wgs lo-
cgled this afterngon. Herpic efforts
| were being made tonight to raise the
‘craft, but after having been snbmerg:
ed for more than thirty hours it was
regarded as doubtful whether any of
her crew of 21 men remained alive.

To lift the little vessel to the sur-
face, it was found necessary to send
to the Pearl Harbor Naval Station for
a derrick and crane. This iive

that the fate of the crew might .not
be determined until daylight. ¢
Rescue vessels, dragging the ocean
bed with grappling hooks, chanced
upon the stricken craft at @ depth of
300 feet. Making fast to the F-4, the
naval tug Navajo and the. steamer
Makaala began to tow their find—
they were not certain that it was the
submarine they had hooked—toward
shallow water.

Quantities of oll came to the sur-
face, proof that it really was the lost
vessel. Soon afterwards a submarine
marker bugy, descried far below the
water, removed all doubt  that the
F-4 had been found.

Just when the marker buoy had
been released by the disabled boat
there was no means of determining.
If the signal was given after the grap-
pling hooks of the rescue vessels took
hold, then the crew, or at least some
of them, still were alive.

For more than an hour the tug and
the steamer struggled with their un-
wieldy burden. Soon afterward it be-
came apparent that it would be .im-
possible to tow the submarine near
enough to shore to bring her to the
surface, and a hurried call was sent to
the naval station for a wrecking ship.
Naval authorities admitted tonight
they had given up hope for the F-4's
crew. However, resusciating appar
atus has been despatched to the scene
and every effort will be made to de-
velop any spark of life that may re-
main,

Badonviller, we have solidly or
ganized the ground we have won
since Monday.

“In Alsace, at Reichs Acker-
kopf, the Germans sprayed our
trenches with a burning :liquid,
but without achieving any result.

“Six of our aviators have bom-
barded the hangars at Frescaty
and the railway station at Metz.
They dropped a dozen bombs,
which caused a panic. Though
subjected to a violent gun fire the
aviators returned safely.

“We have also bombarded a
barracks east of Stragsburg.” - ”:

AUSTRIA

Vienna, March 26.~The war of-
fice this evening made public the
following official communitation:

“In the Carpathians violent
fighting continues. Repeatedd Rus-
sian attacks, day and night, have
been repulsed and the general
situation is unchanged.

“In the region south of Zaleszo-
sykl we captured eleven
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MAY WITHORAW FROM
POLITICAL ARENA

Probably a Dozen Liberal Mem-
bers Who Do Not Desire four
More Years of Opposition
Will Retire,

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Mar, 26.—Mr. Robert Bick-
erdike, M.P. for St. Lawrence, intimat-
ed in the House last night that this
would probably be his last session in
pa.rli.tment and that he intends to
drop out of politics. Probably a dozen
Liberal members have decided that
they do not care to take chances on
four more years of opposition and will
not seek re-election. Among them are

Lean, Sunbury and Queens;
don,

A. H. Clarke, South’' Hssex;- George

McCraney, Saskatoon; Col. H. Hi Mee
. Gop-
Bast Kent; W. E. owles,
Moose Jaw; J. A. McMillan,*

ry; James Reid, Restigouche; 'H. L,

Cash, McKenzie and .poidhly Hdn. w.

A, Charlton,
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“THE MASTER KEY” AT IMPERIAL

Eplsode No, 11 Discloses Some Startiing Facts.
the Mystery of the Indian idol,
Old Sea Chest.

We are Now'Unraveling,
the Missing Plans and the

PEXFORMING BEARS

“THANK>, MR. LOBSTER

points of,suppert and over 500 pri-
soners.

“In Russian Poland and West
Galicia there have been artillery

RUSSIA

Petrograd, March 26.—~The fol-
lowing official communication was
issued this evening:

“Qur offensive to the west of the
Middle Niemen was met by ene-
my counter-attacks. The fighti
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“On the right bank of the Na-
rew and on the left bank of the
Vistula there has been no change.

“On the front between the Bart-
feld and Uzsok Plun wo ti
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“On March 24 we took 1,700 pri-
soners and two guns.

“In the direction of Munkacs,
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again have attacked our positions,
but without success.”
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