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HALIFAX LEARNS
OF RECEPTION TO
C.P.R. DELGATION

What Passed Between Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy

and Deputg'%on Re-

cent Mo¥izeeily' Trip
Thinks C.P.R. Will Go to

Halifax Over Its Own

Line---The Report in
Detail

Bpecial to The Standard.

Halifax, N. 8., Nov. 16.—No larger
or more interested meeting of the
Board of Trade ever convened than
that which assembled this afternoon
to hear the report of President J. A:
Johnson and Mayor Chisholm on their
recent visit to Montreal to put two
questions to the C. P. R. executive.
These were:—

1.—Does the C. P. R. want to come
to Halifax?

2.—If they do on wh~t terms?

No Definite ®:zpiy.

The delegates did not bring back
& definite reply in so many words, but
Mr. Johnson was able to say at the
end of his address, I am just as sure
as I am standing in this room that
the C. P. R. will come to Halifax.”

Mayor Chisholm also expressed the
greatest confidence. On the walls
were maps of a proposed line through
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia as
far as Truro. The route from that
point to Dartmouth was touched upon
only casually, except so far as to
bring out the fact that the Musquodo-
boit valley would be traversed and
that while the freight terminals would
be in Dartmouth the narrows would
be bridged for passenger traffic.

President Johnson remarked that
the delegates had prépared no written
report and that what he would glve
would be a verbal recital of his recol-
deetions of what occurred at the inter-

“yiew with the C. P. R.

We were first met by General Man-
fger McNichol who accompanied us
igto the board room with Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy. Only four were present
at the interview.

“Are you people in earnest this
time?”’" were Sir Thomas Shaughnes-
sy’s first words.

No Certainty,

“We told him wg were, and he re-
plied that heretofore this interest had
semed ephemeral, there seemed to be
no certainty of purpose.

“The officers of the C. P. R. received
the delegation with great courtesy,
said Mr. Johnson. “They did not hur-
ry us, giving plenty of time to present
our case. We had brought some docu-
ments and lterature which we sued
to advantage. When we approached
Sir Thomas we started in with the
proposition that the National Trans-
continental was intended to be a Gov-
ernment highway for all roads. Part
of this highway is completed from
Moncton to Chatham, N. B.

“We suggested that the C. P. R. uze
this part of the N. T. R. and build
from Chipman to Fredericton and Har-
vey and thus save about 32 mil2s the
distance by one route being 155 miles
and by the other 123. The members
for York and for Carleton whom  we
met on the train, expressed them-
selves in favor of this and said that
New Brunswick should assist in build-
ing it.

From Amherst.

From Amherst through River HHeb-
ert to Newville is 26 miles. Run down
the Parrsboro line for eight miles
thence to North River 54 miles, thence
to Truro 21-4 miles, making a total
of 90 1-4 miles longer than the present
1. C. R. line. They would use the
Springhill Railway, go through the
Economies and on through Colch2s er
to a point near'Truro. This route had
originally been surveyed with rhe idea
of the I. C. R,/ building to avoid tke
Cobequid ¥ ““ntains. The distauce
from A#m ¥ to Truro is 14 miles
Jonger thyh the distance by the I. C.
R., but you save an equivalent else-
where, you have a grade equal to the
G. T. P, you pass through a great
traffic-producing territory—=zoal eond
Jumber. We have no road from i'ruro,
but the local Government is commit-
ted to Dartmouth and by a slight di-
wersion the Musquodoboit Valley
could be traversed. The Narrows
would be bridged to Halifax for pas-
genger traffic. We put .all this to Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy. We tried fo
outline to him the possibilities of the
South American, West Indian and
Mexican trade and he knows our har-
bor.

We were asked to inquiry of the C.
P. R. why they were not in Nova
Scotia before. Sir Thomas replied
with an fllustration. He said that in
1892 his road was out of touch with
the ports of Canada, Vancouver and
Nova Scotia. They started a steam-
ship line to Victoria to overcome this,
but local interests objected so stren-
uously that the boat withdrawn. Even
@ corporation has nerves, Mr. Johnson
explained.

8ir Thomas’' Words.

Bui after some years the people
of Victoria approached the C, P. R.
mgain. The local steamship line was
bought by the C. 'P. R. at an exhaop-
bitant price, a million dollar hotel
was bullt, and extensions to it are
mow required. Sir Thomas' own
words, were: “We will make Van-
gouver to blossom ds

The people of Victoria now don't
knw

UNSUGGESSFUL
NTTENPTS TO
STIY BLAE

Fire Still Rages In St. Paul Col-
liery—Troops Are Caled Out
To Preserve Order When
Bodies Are Brought Out.

FRANTIC WOMEN STILL
LIVE IN HOPE
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Cherry, Ill, Nov. 16.—Troops were
called for today to prevent the possi-
bility of any untoward demonstration
at the St, Paul Coal Mine when the
bodies of the 300 men entombed by
last Saturday’s disaster are brought
to the surface.

When the bodies will be reached
is doubtful. None of the officers be-
lieves any of the 300 entombed men
are alive, but in this respect nothing
more is actually known now than was
known the day of the accident.

The fire raged in the mine today.
A thermometer plunged into the sand
scattered on top of the seal over fthe
mouth of the pit showed a tempera-
ture of 110 degrees, indicating that
the heat in the interior of the mine
must have been intense.

“It's no use,” said Fire Chief Horan
of Chicago, “to lift the lid today, for
it would mean that the whole mine
would blaze up and there would be
no possibility of recovering even the
bodies.”

To Be Postponed.

George 8. Rice, chief of the field
work of ‘the United States Geological
Survey, also was positive that the re-
opening of the mine would bhave to
be postponed, so the only progress.
made today was in organizing relief
work for the many destitute remnants
of families. In making the rounds
of 86 of the miners’ homes today, it
was found that with the exception of
small children, all were without
males.

Only the most frantic of the women
who lost husbands ventured to visit
the shaft today. Funerals of eight
of the miners who were killed Satur-
day were held today. Two of these
died while engaged in rescue work.

The opinion was expressed tonight
by Mine Manager Taylor that the
men in the mine were dead soon after
the fire started Saturday.

“The men in the mine are dead,” he
said. “Under any process of scienti-
fic reason there can exist no ground
for hope that a single soul could have
been found alive an hour after the
first fire. To make these poor people
think that when the mine is opened
their loved one will be found in some
remote portion of the mine is cruel.”

Mistaken Idea.

“It is a mistaken idea that the en-
tombed could have hastened far out
in the galleries and there found oxy-
gen euogh to keep them alive. The
fire was intense and the smoke and
the poisonous gases, known to miners
as white camp, were whirled to every
corner of the mine. No living thing
could escape it.

“It is also a mistake to think that
sealing the shaft cuts off the circila-
tion of air. Our anemometers have
shown all along a good circulation of
air in the shaft but the damage that
was fatal had been done long before
the mine was sealed the first time last
Saturday afternoon.”

President Earling of the Chicago,
Milwaukee and St. Paul R. R. spent
the entire day at the mine. In the
morning an iron pipe was laid from
the reservoir to the entrance of the
shaft and from it a long lead of hose
was dropped into the shaft. Two hun-
dred thousand gallons of water were
thén forced to the bottom of the shaft
but it had no outwardly-visible effect
on the fire.

Then we come to Nova Scotia, said
Sir Thomas, and said we would ope-
rate the I. C. R., guaranteeing not to
raise the rates or to lower wages, and
agreeing to put on a line of ocean
steamers. For this we wanted $350,-
000, to be used chiefly as a steamship
subsidy, but we offered to pay back
anything weé earned beyond to the
@overnment.®

The upshot of what transpired at
the conference was that Sir Thomas
Shaughnessy agreed to take the mat-
ter into. consideration, putting on an
engineer 10 go over the route we de-
geribed for report to him.

The general manager said one was
already there, the idea we got was
that the C. P. R. is desirous of round-
ing off their system to Nova Scotia,

“Did you make an offer?” some one
aske

“No, but we went to Ottawa, and I
will not tell you what we saw. You
may take this promise with you,” he
said, “the Dominion Government will
give a subsidy of $6,400 a mile to
such a road as you propose.”

“l am just as sure,” said Mr. John-
son, “as 1 am standing here that the
C. P. R. will come to Halifax.”

Mayor Chisholm followed with sup-
plementary remarks. He quoted a
remark of Sir Thomas Shaughnessy
that the C. P. R. did *not enter the
city of Milwaukee where there were
four lines, but that city had done
infinitely more to get them than Hal-

had.
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HOUSE OF LORDS DECIDES
TO REJECT BUDGET BILL

r

Lord Lansdowne Gives Formal Notice of Intention
To Move For the Rejection of Lloyd George
legislat_iim, and- Fate of Budget in Upper
House Is Practically Sealed.

Government Will Now Put Through Resolution
Condemning the Peers and Affirming the Sole
Right of Commons To Deal With Matters of

Taxation.

Special to The Standard.
London, Nov. 16.—In the House of

 Lords today Lord Lansdowne, leader

of the Opposition, gave the formal and
expected notice of his intention to
move for the rejection of the budget
bill when it comes up next Monday.
His motion, he said, would be express-
ed thus:

“] move that this House is not jus-
tified in giving its consent to this bill
until it has been submitted to the
judgment of the country.”

As the Unionist peers hold the same
commanding position in the upper
House of Commons, Lord Lansdowne’s
meotion undoubtedly seals the fate of
the financial bill and assures a gener-
al election in January.

Communicated to Premier.

The terms of Lord Lansdowne’s mo-
tion to reject the budget, of which
he gave formal notice in the House of
Lords today, were communicated to
Premier Asquith at an early hour and
discussed by the Cabinet Council dur-
ing the course of the day. The Union-
ist anticipate that three hundred peers
will support Lord Lansdowne, while
the supporters of the Government in
the House of Lords number only for-
ty.

On the rejection of the budget bill,
it is expected that the Premier will
move in the House of Commons a re
solution strongly condemning the
peers’ action, affirming the sole right
of ‘the House of Commons to.deal with
matters of taxation and declaring the
peers’ ‘attempt to force a dissolution
to be uncoustitutional.

‘What further course Premier Asquith

will take is not yet known, but it is
quite unlikely that the Cabinet will re-
sign unless the Government is defeat-
ed dt the elections. Some measures
are necessary to meet the financial
difficulties involved in the rejection
of the budget and to this end it is
suggested that a conference of party
leaders should be held to devise
means.

Mr. Balfour, the leader of the Op-

position in the House of Commons, is
under engagement to deliver a speech
at Manchester tomorrow night, which
probably will outline the Unionist par-
ty’s election manifesto. Meantime Win-
ston ‘Spencer Churchill is first in the
field with a manifesto from the Liber-
al' standpoint. In a letter on the situ-
ation, he claims that the power to
force dissolution is the prerogative of
the Crown and that finance is the ex-
clusive privilege of the House of Com-
mons.

Therefore, hé argues, the rejection
of the budget is a double invasion by
the Lords both of the royal preroga-
tive and of Commons’ privilege and
that further if the Lords esfablish at
the general election, their right to con-
trol the country’'s finance, they will
make themselves the predominant
power in the state by their ability to
destroy the budget, stop the king's
revenue and force the dissolution of
Parliament every year. The election
campaign which has been afoot with
the greatest activity, will now be car-
ried on with redoubled energy. The
chief Liberal whip tonight, issued an
urgent appeal to the Labor party, in-
viting friendly agreements with the
object of avoiding triangular contests,
which already have lost several seats
for the Liberals.

The Liberal newspapers this morn-
ing (November 17) desribe Lord Lans-
downe’s motion as an act of war. The
Daily Chronicle  ib an. editorial, Ae-
clares that not shité“the revolutioh of
1688 has the right of the Commons
to control the finance of the country
been challenged.

“The Lords,” says the paper, “have
chosen the way of destruction. It is
as though some malign influence has
been at work to bring the House of
Lords before the people’s gaze with
all its imperfections on its head.
Bold and unshamed, it is standing
forth as the selfish defender of privi-
leges in land and liquor and the cham-
pion of taxation on food. A more
shameful conspiracy against the com-
monwealth ‘has never beefi'unmasked.”

CONSPIRAGY CASE 15
NDJOURNED AT HALIFRX

November 30th Fixed As Date
Of Next Session Of Hear-
ing—Little Progress Made
In Case Yesterday.

Special to The Standard.

Halifax, N. S., Nov. 16.—The con-
spiracy case against the Nova Scotia
coal operators which has been aired
in the courts from day to day for the
past month was adjourned until Nov-
ember 30th. A month has transpired
since the first witness was subpoen-
aed. The first witness was heard on
Oct. 19. When the last witfiess will
be heard nobody knows. His Honer
tonight said there was no hurry. The
supreme court will not meet tin
March,

Today the trial started at half past
three. Very little progress was made
owing to counsel arguing over the ad-
missability of contracts and annual
statements.

Reid Wilson one of the Montreal
directors of the Dominion Coal Com:
pany will be a witness when the ses-
gions are re 1. He was subp:
aed for the 19th instant, but an -ar-
rangement will be made to call him
at the later date.

EVIDENCES OF GRAFT

ON INTERCOLONIAL

Ugly Rumors Are In Circulation
In Moncton Concerning Use

Of Stolen And Forged Pas®
ses—Other Irregularities.

aaii

fal to The d.

Monctan, N. B, Nov. 16—There
are many rumors in regard to the use
of stolen and forged passes on the
Intercolonial, and this the authorities
are now investigating. Some reports
place the aggregate. loss to the rail-
way at thousands of dollars and one
rallway e said to be 1 1
has left town. Their are also rumors
of irregularities in the bandling of

gular tickets.

then adj

CHTHAM CEIENT
MY PROYE AT

Bandying Of Words Between
Tradesman And Assistant
Leads To Scuffle And One Is
Seriously Injured.

Chatham, N. B.,, Nov. 16.—What
will probably prove a fatal accident
occurred on the public wharf today
back of the post office, and the vietim
James Chaisson lies in the hospital
tonight within the shadow of death.
Chaisson had helped Harry Morris,
truckman, load his sloven with sacks
of potatoes from off the schooner
Luing at the wharf, and as Morris
was driving away they had a few
words in jest with the result that
Chaisson made a rush at the teamster
Morris was knocked off the load clear
of the wheels, but Chaisson was
caught and one wheel passed over
his head injuring it horribly. He
was removed to the hospital and Dr.
Loggle was summoned. Recovery,
however, is very doubtful.

Dr. Duffy was called to Canada
Rock this afternoon to attend a sea-
man off a steamer uunloading coal at
the dock for the 1. C. R. The man
had fallen into a lole 16 or 20 feet
deep and had an arm broken and his
legs and ribs badly injured. He will
recover.

JOHN COLIN DONALD
DEAD AT ANTIGONISH

Antigonish, N. 8., Nov. 16.—John
Colin MacDonald is dead. Mr. Mac-
Donald was one of the best known
millers and contractors in eastern
Nova Scotia. He commenced life
penniless and by sheer hard work
raised himself to a position of influ-
ence. Thirly-two years age he bullt
a large wood-working factory in this
town. Two years ago he sold the fac-
tory to D. G. Kirk., VYesterday Mr.
MacDonald had completed the over-
se@ng of the erecting of a large store
at Arichat for John Lebrune and was
expected to return here this week,
This morning he was found dead in
bed. He was 78 years old and is sur-
vived by three sons,

At Government House.

Ottawa, Nov, 16.—Hon. and Mrs. Ha-
zen lunched at the Government House

today. They expect to leave for home

tomorrow.

GREAT EMPIRE
PAGEANT HAS
BEEN PLANNEL

Three Months Festival To Be
Held At Crystal Palace Next
Year In Aid Of King’s Hospi-
tal Fund.

TO CELEBRATE
.  BATTLES OF HISTORY

London, Nov. 16.—It is announce&
that arrangements have been conclu-
ded for a great Empire pageant to be
held at the Crystal Palace during next
vear. The festival, which is to last
for three months, will be on a very
grand scale, and all sections of the
Empire will be represented. The pro
ceeds are to be devoted to the King's
Hospital fund.

Pageant Master.

Mr. F. R. Benson, a well known
Shakespearean actor, who is the pa-
geant master, has outlined a compre-
hensive programme, covering the evo-
lution of warfare in Britain from the
barbaric age to the present time, open-
ing with pictures of the warriors of
prehistoric Britain armed with stone
and bronze weapons-to the Roman oc
cupation, and the miliary stem of
Saxon times. A series of six tableaux
will follow, depicting probably the bat-
tles of Hastings, Bannockburn, Crecy,
Agincourt, Flushing and Naseby, these
having been selected not only on ac-
count of their historic importance, but
because each represents a distinct
epoch in the development of military
sclence,

Famous Achievements.

For the next part of the pageant it
is intended to prepare a series of epi-
sodes selected from Minden, Corunna,
Assaye, Quebec, the battles of the Pen-
insular War and Waterloo. These will
set forth the famous achievements of
individual regiments in the British
army, and it is hoped that they may
be produced by present day members
of the corps concerned.

Finally there is to be a grand tab-
leay of the Army of the Empire from
its eginning to the present time.
With such a wealth of material to
draw upon, Mr. Benson and his assist-
ants should be able to produce a pa-
geum of unequalled interest and splen-

or.

The organization of the part that
Canada is to play in it is to be in the
hands of Earl and Countess Grey,

MA5. STETSON SPENDS
ANOTHER DAY ON-GRID

Christian Scientist Leader Ac-
cused Of Mental Malpractice
Is Closeted With Board From
Mother Church.

Boston, Mass., Nov. 16— Twenty
hours, ten yesterday and ten today,
Mrs. Augusta E. Stetson, of New York,
accused of “mental malpractice” com-
pleted tonight in close and secret con-
ference with the board of directors
of the First Church of Christ, Scient-
ist, in the inner council room of the
mother church.

As secret and uncommunitive as
the doors and gates of the mother
church, which remained locked and
grated and barred, no word was vouch-
safed throughout the day as to the
meaning of the conference by Mrs.
Stetson, the directors or the Christian
Science publication.

Promptly at 9.30 o'clock this morn-
ing, as yesterday morning, Mrs. Stet-
son, accompanied by her secretary,
Ella Dunn, appeared at the corner en-
trance of thé mother church on Fal-
mouth gtreet. Following a short scold-
ing of the photographers by her secra-
tary, Mrs. Stetson, gowned in gra§
and her face enveloped in a purple au-
tomobile veil, hurriedly crossed the
walk . Into the the church. A man,
said to be Haynes Davis, a NeWw York
reader and who is believed to be look-
ing after Mrs. Stetson’'s Interests
entered the church soon after. Then
came the board of five who yesterday
were also present at the hearing, Arch-
ibald McLellan, chairman, Stephen A.
Chase, treasurer, John V. Dittemore,
secreatry, Addison and Ira D. Knapp,
trustees.

Except for three of the members
of the boara who left the church for
half' an hour at two o'clock, no one
was geen to leave or enter the church
until seven o'clock lonlgm.‘

Gets Seven Years.

Barrle, Ont., Nov. 16.—Henry W.
Price, who set fire to the Hamilton
saw mill at Glen Huron two weeks
ago, was sentenced yesterday by Jus-
tice Wismer to seven years in King-
ston penitentiary.

fately.

lemperance

OTTAWA TRYS TO
EXCUSE DELAY IN
VALLEY RAILWAY

B BLLION
DOLLAR DEA
5 PLINNED

American Telephone And Tele-
graph Company Absorbs
Western Union Telegraph
Company.

STEP TOWARDS CONTROL
OF WIRE COMMUNICATION

Boston, Mass, Nov. 16.—A long
stride toward the ‘complete control by
one corporation of all wire communi-
cation in the United States was made
today in the acquisition by the Amer-
ican Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany of control of the Western Union
Telegraph Company and the possible
extension of the telephone service to
the far corners of the land without
duplication or extra construction.

In order to make the absorption
complete, the incorporation of a new
billion dollar company, it is said, will
be necessary to include the $592,475,
400 of the bonds and stock of the
American® Telephone Company, known
as the Bell Company, and the out-
standing $165,000,000 of the bonds
and stock of the Western Union.

The»s acquiring of the necessary
stock and voting rights of the West
ern Union by the Bell Company has
been in progress for about six months
The work has been conducted quiet-
ly and only a sufficient amount, said
to be 51 per cent was taken over to
insure control. When the necessary
amount had been secured the an
nouncement followed almost immed-

Of Economy.

The leading officers of the Bell Com
pany regard the step as ome of econ
omy, solely. They point out that ever
since the telephone has been a factor
in human life, it has had to compete
with the telegraph. Lines have been

paralleled and there has been an im-|

The
be

mense amount of duplication.
officers of the telephone company

lieve that the merger will save the|

Bell Company $75,000,000 in new con-
struction, while it will also enable
the ultiligation at the same time or
wires for both telegraphing and tele-
phoning.

Continued on page 6.

T0 MAKE.FOR DOMINION
MEDGAL EESTRATIO

Important Conference Held
Yesterday At Montreal In
Matter Of Dr. Roddick’s Bif
—Amendements Proposed.

Montreal, Nov. 16.—An important
conference was held here today be-
tween representative physicians from
all parts of Canada and Dr. Roddick,
of Montreal, in regard to Dr. Roddick’s
bill for Dominion medical registration
which has not met with the approval
of all the provinces and thus has not
been put into force. As the result
of the conference held today a tenta
tive agreement has been arrived at
by which steps will be taken to have
the act so amended as to be accept-
able to all the provinces.

During Present Session.

It is expected that action will be
taken during the present session at
Ottawa following which concurrent
legislation will be adopted by all the
provinces when Dominion medical re-
gistration will be an accomplished
fact. Dr. Roddick presided at today's
conference and the representatives
present were:.

Dr. Spankie, Wolf Island, Ont., re-
presenting the Ontario Medical Coun-
¢il; Dr. 8. N. Starr, Toronto; Dr. R. W.
Powell, Ottawa; Dr. F. J.| Tunstall,
Vancouver; Dr. R. J. Blanchard, Win-
nipeg; Dr. Murray MacLaren, St. John,
N. B.;: Dr. J. W. Danjel, M. P, St.
John, N. B.; Dr. Johu Stewart, Dr. M.
Campbell and Dr. T. L. Sinclair, Hal-
ifax; Dr. S. B. Jenkins, Charlotte-
town, P. E. L; Dr. E. P. Lachapple,
Dr. H. 8. Birkett, Montreal, and Dr.
L. P. Normand, Three Rivers,

WELL KNOWN AMHERST
MAN PASSES AWAY

Special to The Standard.

Ambherst, N. 8., Nov. 16.—The death
occurred here at three o'clock this
afteinoon of Dimock Archibald, one
of Amherst’s most highly esteemed
citizens and a gentleman well known
throughout the province. For some
years he has conducted the well known
hotel “The Archibald
House.,” The deceased was boin at

Stewiacke, N. 8., 67 years ago.

Pugsley Attempts To
Atone For Government’s

Tardiness In Dealing
With Proposals.

Why the Old Proprietor
Light Was Left In a
Useless condition--Yes-
terday at Ottawa:

Ottawa, Nov. 16.—At the conclusion
of a two hours ing devoted to mis-
cellaneous business such as the order-
il.]g of returns and the asking of ques-
tions, Mr. Crocket on the adjourn-
ment asked several leading questions
in reference to the Government's ac-
tion upon the proposal for the con-
struction of St. John River Valley
Railroad. He asked the Prime Minister
if the Government had yet considered
the proposal presented in April last
to a sub-committeé of the Cabinet con
sisting of himself, the Ministers of
Railways and the Minister of Public
Works, by a large delegation represent
ing all the river counties 'of New
Brunswick and if so what decision had
been arrived at. Mr. Crocket said
that the right hon. gentlemen remem-
bered that the delegation represent-
ed they had the assurance of the Gov-
ernment of New Brunswick that the
Governor-in-Council of that province
would undertake to guarantee the
bonds of any company undertaking the
construction of the railway to the ex-
tent of $25,000 a mile, providing this g
Goverument would agree to take the g
line over on its completion and to op,
erate it as a part of the Intercolonial
system on a basis of 40 per cenf. of
|gross earnings. The delegation asked
|for an early reply so as,to admit of
necessary legislation being passed by
the ature of New Brunswick at
the last ssion. which was then ex-
prorogue in a f

ket heard the Prime Minister
¢ >d the proposition as a de-
finite omne which the Government
would have to consider and intimated
that a reply would be given in the
course of a few days,

| No Information Yet.

‘ Notwithstanding

that assurance of
{the Prime Minister no official intima-
qun had been yet communicated to
’llw Government of New Brunswick or
;tu the railway company as to what
{action the Government had taken. He
{wanted to know if the Government had
|this matter under consideration and
|if so what action had been taken.

Sir Wilfrid at once got into com-
!mnniv:mmx with the Minister of
lic Works and apparently not caring
to take the responsibility of making
a gtatement himself, Mr. Pugsley was
asked to make the reply.

Mr. Pugsley said that the Govern-
ment took the matter into considera-
tion and a short time afterwairds the
| Goverument was informed that Mr.
| Carvell had received legram from
f‘hv railway company ing for a re
ply. Mr. ( 11 whorized
send a tel n stating that before
the Government could give a defin-
ite answer it would be necessary that
a definite propoesition should be sub-
mitted on behalf of the company
of the Provincial Government. The
standard of construction, he said,
| would have to be specified. The grades
weight of rails, kinds of bed and cul-
|verts, equipment, etc. Without speei-
fying these the propc ifon was too
indefinite for this Government to con-
| sider.
| Mr. Crocket—Will the minister
me a question right here. Does he re
{member himself, the Prime Minister
{or Minister of Railways intimating or
|suggesting in any w to the delega-
{tion that such details as these would
|be required béfore the Government
wourld consider the proposal? Neot a
question, said Mr. Crocket, indicating
any such suggestion was asked by one
of them. On the contrary the Prime
Minister as he had already pointed
out, had described the proposition as
a definite one which the Government
would have to consider and intimated
that a reply would be given in the
course of a few days.

An Afterthought.

Mr. Pugsley said he did not remem-
ber any .such questions being asked
at the time of the conference but the
Government had afterwards concluded
that these details would be required
hefore the proposition could be further
considered.

Mr. Crocket here asked if the New
Brunswick Government had not ap-
pointed a sub-committee of its exe-
cutive to confer with a sub-committee
of this Government and asked for a
conference in order that the proposi-
tion might be fully discussed between
them.

Mr. Pugsley said the New Brunswick
(Government had not directly asked for
a couference through he admitted they
had done so through the railway com-
pany.

“I have written back,” he said, “to
the president of the company that I
wag authorized by my colleagues to
state that when a definite proposition
@long the lines which I have indicated
was submitted to the Government, I
would be most happy to arrange the
earliest date.possible for a conference
but until a definite proposition was
submitted, I was unabie to see which
would be the advantage of a confer-
ence.”

Another matter of interest was the -
clearing up of certain points in comn-

Continued On Page Twe.
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