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Е™ЕЕ XMAS SILVER WARE.
she was discharged.

The style of gallows used in the execu
tion of Back appears to be that formerly in 
vogue in New York and 
and which has beep adopted in Ontario. It 
is new in this part ot the country. The 
rope passes over pulleys, and at one end of 
it is a heavy weight, which at the proper 
moment falls a distance of five feet or so.
This should jerk up the condemned man so 
that in the rebound his neck would be bro
ken. The style of hanging machine used 
in St. John of recent years consists of a 
long beam bolted to an upright so as to 
tilt up or down like the beam of a pair of 
scales. One end of this, very heavily 
weighted, is fastened up so as to allow the 
other end, with the noose attached, to be a 
short distance above the prisoner. When 
the rope holding the weighted end is cut, 
that end falls, jerking the victim into the 
air, the rebound breaking his neck.

The old fashioned d 
perferred by ma^jr w 
thought to the subject, 
calculations are made for the weight of the 
condemned and the depth of the drop, no 
method can be more certain or humane.
The writer has seen both styles in opera
tion, and the most- satisfactory execution 
he ever witnessed, from a scientific and 
humane point of consideration, was where 
there was a drop of five and a half feet.
The sheriff had carefully calculated every
thing, and death was as near instantaneous 
as a death by hanging can possibly be.
A critical scrutiny of the body, close at 
hand, could not detect the symptoms of a 
struggle. The. great Calcraft or Berry 
would have admitted that the job was 
thoroughly done, as it always should be— 
if it is done at all.

before Judge Parker, end pleaded guilty.
Tung Slavin, » Ud of 16. pleaded not 
guilty, ud D.8. Kerr ud A. R. Welmore 

aaaigne^ to defend him. He m 
convicted ud labwqifently sentenced to 
imprisonment for life.

Breen chested the gallon by hanging 
himself in his cell in the present jail s short 
time before the dey fixed for Us execution, they felt that in bis norms! condition be

would never commit murder. There was, 
too, more or fees of u impression that the 
taking off of Seely was not a loss to the 
community. The petition succeeded, ud 
Rogers was sent to the penitentiary for

When he had finished there were few eyes 
in the crowded court not ready to shed 
tears for the prisoner.

Now forth» sequel. John Kerr wu the 
prisoner’s cornual, ud he et once began to 
work for n commutation of the sentence. 
Everybody signed the petition, not only 
because they liked Rogers, hot because

back of where the present court house 
stands. It was one ot the last public exe
cutions in thin province, ud teems brought 
people from nil perte of the surrounding 
country to witness the sight. There was a 
great eoecoeree nt Dorchester that day. 
The old style of drop was used, ud every 
detail of the horrible sight wu seen by the 
public. Sheriff Botslord acted u exe
cutioner, and it is quite safe to say that 
there wu note tremor to his nerves from 
first to lest. He wu, as muy who knew 
him cen bear witness, a man of unflinching 
resolution. If his duty hod required him 
to chokes man to death with bis bands, he 
would have done it. He did not know 
what it wu to flinch in uy extremity.

;
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I ■ other states.
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Slsvin was banged on a scaffold with s
drop, built against the front of the jail, on 
King street East. The street entrance to 
the jail was in those times by a flight of 
stone steps leading to a door in what is 
now the second story of the building, 
where there was a large stone porch. The 
central window of the top story was in 
reality a door with a hinged grating, which 
opened from an apartment now used as a 
store-room. The floor of the scaffold was

life.
After he had been фуе a few years, his 

health began to fail, and his friends made 
this the ground of an application for his par
don. They were successful. He was lib
erated, and the man who bad a few years 
before been sentenced to die, received an 
ovation and was serenaded with % brass 
band on the evening of his return to liberty.
He subsequently left St. John, and pied at 
Colon, near Panama, some years later.

It was later in the same year, if Prog
ress remembers aright, that the King 
Ceolric murder took place. The ship in 
question was outward bound lor the United 
Kingdom, and the crew had gone aboard 
fighting drunk. When a short distance be
low Partridge Island it was found that one of 
the sailors had been stabbed to death in his 
bunk. The police went to the scene in a tug, 
and arrested the whole crew. At the in
quest the evidence was very vague, and the 
only thing certain was that a strong arm 
had driven a sheath knite home. Nobody 
could testify who struck the blow, and no 
motive could be found other than the frenzy 
ot a drunken man. Suspicion pointed to 
several, but some of the evidence appeared 
to point to one George McNutt as the guilty 
man. He was placed on his trial, and it is 
pretty certain some of the other sailors 
swore pretty hard in order to clear them
selves. McNutt was convicted and the 
late Judge Fisher passed sentence of

The writer of this was present at all the 
proceedings after the murder, and it seemed 
to him at the time that the conviction of 
McNutt was not warranted by the evidence.
There was a very grave doubt whether he 
was the man who dealt the blow, and 
entirely too much evidence was given to at 
least cne of the witnesses whose air ot bluff 
successfully imposed upon the jury. Under 
these circumstances there was enough doubt 
ot McNutt’s guilt to make a general desire 
tor the commutation of his sentence. Daniel 
Jordan, his counsel, had a petition pre
pared, it was signed by a very large num
ber of people, and the sentence was changed 
to imprisonment for life. A few years lat
er McNutt was liberated, and resumed his 
sailor life. He has been in this port sever
al times since and has always declared that 
he was unjustly convicted. ®

He never for a moment admitted the
justice of his sentence, but after his removal . ninailuwi: are closing out I. it,, 
to the penitentiary constantly protested his M DfHllmlH offEuglieh Tweeds—dark colore

, —at $18.00 a suit. A. Gilmour, Tailor, 72 Germain innocence, accusing one of the sailors of street.
having sworn falsely. It has always been 
the opinion of the writer that the wrong 
man was convicted, and information re-
ceived years alterwards tended to strengthen permanent

that belief. McNutt was of powerful build, BOARDINBl Transient Boarders can be ac- 
bad a hard countenance, and this, a, much
as anything else, led to the conviction of MoIinne- Mays,
some that he was the guilty man. But 
there would have been a dreadful mistake 
had he been hanged.

The first hanging at the shire town of 
Dorchester, nearly seventy years ago, is 
now believed to have been an error on the 
part of the court. The victim was a man 
named Babcock, who killed his sister.
From what has been learned of the old in
habitants, there is little doubt he was in
sane and not morally responsible for his

IF *UeiOAX direz.#1
Harrison's orchestra bad one of the la 

that 8t. John has seen at a local concer 
time, the Minstrels excelled. I wend- 
were not more of oar well-known local і 
the performers. The audience was a n 
astlc one and encores the order of th 
first number by the City Cornet band “I 
was hardly a success. It is but a short 
the band performed at a concert in a ino 
manner, but this time the reeds were w< 
tune and the attack was poor, the rede* 
being the work done by the cornetlst t 
ium player.

The overture to "Semiramide" by 
orchestra was very good as a whole, tl 
pizzicato passages the instruments wer 
together, v

Міяв£‘гн&1е was so evidently sufferio) 
fright tÇT’î ft is hardly fair to critislze hi 
it carefully and properly trained ought 
fine one In time as Miss Craigie is very 

Herr Doering maintained, and with i 
added to the already favorable opinio 
people have held about bis clever cello 
hts a very graceful bow-arm. His first 
a beautiful simple air of his own compo- 
he played with great pathos. The seco: 
в Spanish dance was в very pretty little 

Miss Pldgton sang a very taking sor 
runs were defective and she seemed to ) 
difficultvj^i taking her high 
her гоЯв ebunded very nicely.

Frau Brauer bad to perform on a 
strument, which was no doubt the < 
changing her solo, and playing a rat 
rangement of her own instead ot tbi 
Fantasle" by Liszt- 

In Fraulien Bendioger's first eclectic 
was not in good condition. She also 
tremolo than was judicious and there 
pleasant ring about her tones. In the 
voice iras In much better condition, a 
played her careful training to good 
showing that she was the possessor o:

Mr. Wild's banjo solo was conspic

In the grand descriptive fantasle "Col 
storm scene was best though really the 
and Dullness" couldn't be surpassed. 
Columbia" the attack was poor. Taker 
this was very good.

The style of the song "Sprung a 
suited Mr. Cole's voice, bpt the lower 
out of his compass and be got entit 
depth when he came to the " water." 
Me" which he gave as an encore, was 
range, the high notes were a little strail 

The concerto, including "alegro 
adagio cantabilo" and “rondo slegretto" 
is a credit to its composer, who playe 
Mr. White is making marked iinprov 
playing due to carelul study and persist!

Fraulien Bendlnger, sang the "Vi 
nicely, but was better io the '•Lullaby' 
little inclined to be untrue in her runs 
which she did with ease and fluency, v 

Herr Doe ring was excellent in hie twe 
tiens, " Serenade " by Gabriel Marie, 
nlng Song " by Popper. The chiomat 
were very skillful.

The selection from Offenbach's " Grant 
was played by Harrison's orchestra.

Frau Brauer showed no meau skill in 
in which she played the accompanimeu 
and displaying a good execution.

The Leinster Street school boys ha- 
concert in the Institute, quite a novc 
which nearly all the performers 
programme included violin, piccalo,flute 
vocal solo by Master Crockett, besldt 
choruses notably “ Up with the bonneh 
Dundee " in which the boys wore Hig 
fits. It was quite nice to have the boys 
courage enough to appear lu public iu p 
Inevitable good little girl who gener 
centre of attraction at small entertainme;

In the Mission Church on Sunday eve 
Ira -was sung after evensong as ba< 
custom in the church during Advent, 
sang two verses as a solo the choir sin 
nately two verses, 
although he has quite a small voice. I 
ways reminds one of Fr. Davenport, s 
he has not got the power, he certainly pc 
earnestness which is required to properl < 
one of the grandest hymns of the Church 

St. Andrew's Society held a Convert 
Wednesday, being St. Andrew's day; 
contributed the interesting programme,w 
rison’s orchestra, Mrs. Worden, Mr. Li 
W. T. Robertson, Mr. I. Alien Jack an 
strel Quartette.

The Oratorio Concerts come ofl t< 
criticism. As far as one can see by th< 
t'ae picked orchestra is by far the be» 
that has yet accompanied the Orato-lo 8< 
words can express the amount of credit 
to Miss Goddard who has been indelatig 
the practices.

.After Hicks was hanged hundreds were 
sorry for ir, and would have been glad to 
have brought him to life could they have 
done so. There was no doubt that he 
killed a man, but whether he was sufficient
ly responsible to make the crime wilful 
murder on his part was a matter of doubt.

He was not the first boy hanged, and 
unjustly banged, in this good and law loving 
province of New Brunswick. A famous 
case, because ot the iniquity of the punish
ment, was that ot Patrick Burgen, a lad of 
eighteen, who was executed outside the old 
jail in St. John, on the 21st of February, 
I82H. 11 is offence consisted in entering
the dwelling of bis master, John B. Smith, 
corner of Druiy Lane and Union street, in 
the night time and—stealing an English 
shilling, a quarter of a dollar ! The fact 
that it was a burglary by night made the 
crime punishable by death. He was tried, 
found guilty, and to the eternal discredit

level with the top of the porch, and the 
supporting posts rested on the street. The 
day of the execution was clear and cold and 
every part of King street, the square and 
the burial ground from which a view could 
be had was crowded. The sheriff was John 
White, but it was understood that he did 
not personally cut the rope which support
ed the trap.

Young, Slavin, who bad merely acted 
under his father’s commands, was sent to 
the old penitentiary for life. Some years 
later he made his escape, but was arrested 
in Bangor, Me. Before he could be extra
dited, some question arose as to whether 
an escaped convict was a prisoner charged 
with an offence, as defined by the treaty, 
and the authorities finally let him go. No
body was sorry that he was not brought

drop, however, is still 
ho have given any 

Where the proper
I
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Cake Baskets, fea Services, Pickle Dishes, Fruit and Pie 
Knives. Sterling Silver Ware In great variety.
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Why not learn shorthand 
when it can be done so easily 
by mail. Pernin Shorthand 
can be learned in much less 
time than any of the difficult 
systems—as rapid and more 
legible.
Snell’s College, Windsor, N.S

1 Bate Dishes, Castors, Min Bints, Opera Glasses, Etc,
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eo and 63 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET.

CUTLERY.D CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS.
Id the uuove sketch ol the Donnelly house, C shows the door by which the police entered. Steadman 

was stationed at B. Buck and Jim ran through the house from the front room on the lcIt and came out 
of the shed door at the right. Steadman was shot atD.

Announcements Under this heading not exceeding 
five lines (about 86 words) cost 26 cents each 
insertion. Five cents extra for every additional

We have the largest stock in the Maritime Provinces 
from all the best makers such as Joseph Rodgers & 

Sons, limited, Cutlers to her Majesty and the 
Royal Family. Geo. Butler & Co., Trinity Works, 
Sheffield ; Geo. Woodhead & Son, and Thos. Ellin 
& Co. Nothing is so much appreciated for a Christ
mas Present as a good piece of Cutlery.

line.
of the administration of justice in this 
country, he was hanged. The governor, 
Sir Howard Douglas, could have exercised 
his prerogative and pardoned the poor boy, 
but he did not. Much that is pleasant has 
been written ot Sir Howard, and justly, but 
his action in this case must be a dark blot on 
his administration of the government of 
New Brunswick.

Another case which was a topic of talk 
tor years was the execution of a sailor, 
known as Red burn, in St. John, for killing 
a shipmate while the vessel was lying in 
this port. As near as Progress can re
member, in the absence of data, this was in 
the year 1840. The killing, in some 
countries, would have been ranked as in 
the heat of blood, tor it was a sailors’ 
quarrel and Red burn acted under the influ
ence of violent passion. His true name 
was not Red burn, but what it was could 
not be learned. He had been well brought 
up and was desirous that his relatives in a 
distant land should never know his fate.

The last public execution in St. John 
was that of Patrick Slavin on the 11th day 
of December, 1857, tor his participation in 
what was known as the Mispeck tragedy. 
As many now living will remember, it was 
a clear case of wilful and deliberate murder, 
and as in all the executions in St. John 
since that time, the penalty, it capital pun
ishment be at any time permissible, was 
fully merited.

Robert McKenzie had been a tailor in 
St. John, retiring from business with a 
competency and residing with his wife and 
family on a fine farm which he owned at 
Mispeck. He was a money lender and 
always had a considerable amount of cash 
in the house. This fact was well known to 
the people in the district.

In October. 1857, McKenzie engaged 
James Breen as a farm laborer, and Breen

back. It was generally felt that he bad 
been sufficiently punished, and that if he 
wanted to lead a new life in another land, 
the chance should be given him.

Since the hanging of Slavin, all the St.
John executions, three in number, have 
been under the Dominion law, and have 
been private. It is not necessary to refer 
to them in detail, as they are well remem
bered by most people. It may, however, 
be repeated that in no one of the instances 
has there been a doubt as to the justice of 
the conviction, though in one instance public 
sympathy caused strenuous but unavailing 
efforts to be made for a commutation of 
the sentence.

Quite a number have been sentenced to 
death in St. John and not executed. A 
notable case was that of Archibald Rogers 
in 1875. 14 Archie,” as everybody called 
him who knew him, was ot respectable fam
ily and a good fellow with many friends.
He was of wild habits, however, and these 
led to bis fall. There was. at that time a 
well known character in the city, by the 
name of Linus Seely, who had a rather bad 
record and had given the police a good deal 
of trouble. He was one of a crowd which 
shipped on the steamer Chesapeake during 
the civil war, and captured her in the
uame ot the southern confederacy. For The county ot Westmorland has had the 
this, he and several of his companions were „о,, mysterious tragedy in the annals ol 
arrested in St. John on a charge of piraey, New Brunswick. It may or may not be 
but after a lengthy hearing before the correct to say it was a murder, though it 
police magistrate, escaped on technical was s0 called at the time. Two trials 
grounds, lie led a loose life alter that and ,be expenditure ot manv thousands of 
untd the tragedy which brought him his dollars tailed to clear up the mystery, and 
,*eal*1' nobody who is willing to tell can say to this

Rogers and Seely had quarrelled over day who killed Timothy McCarthy, 
cards in a house on Sheffield street one 0„ tbe ht of ,he Uth o| 0ctober, 
at,e,noon ,n the early month, of 1875, end 1877, Timoth McCarthy, a well-known 
the quarrel was adjourned to the street. ,r. 1 u „ , resident of Moncton, left that place forDuring the altercation Rogers drew a Q, v »• * « • -n »і a c , ,, , ,, , . Shediac, on his way to Prince Edward
revolver and fired, the bullet entermg Mand He had with him a large sum o.
See у . body »the region of the stomach. m , bu, ,be amount was кпо*п to 
Seely died at the public hospital a day or himBe„. Juat six m0Dthe Iatei, ,£,ut
a er' noon qn th/з 12th ot April, 1878, his biedy

Immediately after the shooting, Rogers w,„ found in the Scadouc river, near 
fled, and every trace of him was lost until Shediac, with a rope attached. He was 
some days later, when a telegram from |Hllr dressed and his coat.closely buttoned,
Point Lepreau gave the information that he and" bill, to the amount of several hundred 
was there, on an outward bound schooner, dollars were found on his person. In the 
Chief of Police Marshall and several men meantime, on the information of one Annie 
at once took a team and drove to the Parker, a servant employed at the Osborne 
Point. When they boarded the vessel House, Shediac, John Osborne, his wife 
Rogers tried to shoot himself, but the bol- and two of the family were arrested and 
let glanced, and he received omy a flesh committed on suspicion of having robbed 
wound in the head. He then jumped over- and murdered McCarthy in the bar-room 
board, but waa captured and brought back 0f the hotel, late at night. The story of 
to St. John. the Parker girl waa a direct narration of

It was contended that Roger* saw a what she claimed to have witnessed and 
knife in Seely’s hand before he fired, but had it been believed, the prisoners most 
this was not established on the trial and have been convicted. It was not, iojr the 
the prisoner was convicted. The late reason that every time she told the stOiy it 
Chief Justice Ritchie presided and his de- differed in фмпе important particular from 
livery of the sentence was most dignified the previous story, and many of the state*
and impressive. Rogers spoke manfully, mente were shown to be untrue. ЦЦ. чмв мнтий мі .... ni.v ,..,„..,.,>-35 * «іггьшвпмг
admitting the justice of the condemnation Osborneawere finally discharged, with tbe 4* A Iff ■■■■%# A Q/VlklA g ■ ■ а шш ■ A A
and .{toping that his fate would be a warn- oloud hanging over them and financially I ■ IflCll V I IT Vt dUllViB ІЗ ЯПО Id l\IH£ Via 
mg to young men not to carry firearms, ruined by the enormous expense to which 7 ®
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FRAZEE’S BSTFS ci°5vLE^iE’ “дНо1Ії
evening. Ben place to learn Bookkeeping, Busin 
ss, etc., also Stenography and Typewriting. Send 

for our circular. J. C. P. Fbazeb, Principal, tf

CIRCULARS,
▼ertising matter 'carefully distributed in all 
parts of the city by reliable messengers. A trial 
lot solicited. For inther particulars and rates, ad
dress.—Canadian Advertising Agency, P. O. Box, 
108, St. John, N. B. 41 nov!2ib* W. H.THORNE & CO.

Market Square, St. John, N. B.
іDO YOU REQUIRE A FIRST CLASSFOR SALE-àJ’g^uVÆ

government inspection. Guaranteed satisfacto 
Price low. Apply at Pbogbess Office.

ew 4 
pass
XT' COOKING RANGE?”

If so, call and see our
STAMPS WANTED
original envelopes, preferred, I/ also want pairs and 
blocks, on and off envelopes for my collection. Act
ually the highest prices paid. Particularly want 
some New Brunswick 7Xd. provisional (rate to 
Great Britain). Send list of what you have for sale. 
Sheets of stamps sent on approval to collectors. 
H. L. Hart, 71, Gottingen street, Halifax, N.8.
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“НОШ ART.”ijon »4 r
ft.v ■

It is strictly first class in every 
respect. Very moderate in 
consumption of fuel, and a con
tinuous fire can be kept up 
throughout the season. As a 
baker it is PERFECT.

IMPORTANT TO FLESHY PEOPLE. 
We have noticed a page article in the BostonGlobe

___ lucing weight at a very small expense. It will
pay our readers to send two cent, stamp for a copy 
to Walker Circulating Library, 10 Hamilton Place, 
Boston,

Fr. Jones sang

. EverySold and Silver Plating Range
Guaranteed.All kinds of old SILVERWARE repaired and 

replated and made to look as good as new. T

V. HILLMAN, 87 Germa n St., St. Joto, EMERSON 4 FISHER, 78 to 79 Prince Win. Street

ENGLISH CUTLERY. TOUTE в AND UNDERTON,

Pftder&ski’p secretary, Gorl 
cabled-fW tbe pianist will sail 
York on the Havel December 14.

Gilbert, Sullivan and Carte, as 
ere and managers, divided $1,85 
fifteen years, profits of their joic

To proficiency as a pianist 
Victoria df Prussia adds a maste 
banjo which would not disgrace 
hall performer.

Miss Gertrude Stein hue been 
to singlhe contralto role in the “ 1 
at WmÇbgton, December 18 and 1 

the direction of Walter Damrosch.
Lady Randolph Churchill is a 

musician, and did any reverses con 
she could support herself and 1st 
her music. She plays the piano

0)was temporarily located at the house of 
Patrick Slavin, near by. These men con
spired to murder McKenzie and his family, 
and on the night ot the 25th of October 
they carried out their horrible plot. They 
murdered McKenzie, bis wife, and all the 
children, and then burned the house to 
conceal the crime, 
burned so completely that only portions of 
the bones of some of the bodies were found. 
Old Slavin thus described the deed :

“ McKenzie and Breen came down ; I 
walked out of the bedroom and struck him 
on the breast with the poll of the axe. That 
blow did not kill. I struck him several 
other blows on the head and the breast, 
and wherever it was bandy. * * * Breen 
and I went up together to tbe house to kill 
what was in it. I saw Mrs. McKenzie 
sitting on a rocking chair, with a child in 
her arms. When I went in I did not speak, 
but iuat struck her on the side of the head 
by the ear ; think the first blow killed her ; 
she struggled in the agonies of death a 
good deal. Think the child was killed in 
striking at the mother ; struck her as many 
as fifteen blows. Tbe children cried a little ; 
they did not run away, but kept about the 
mother; I killed the whole of them.”

Old Slavin and Breen were arraigned

JZ

-N- С»1Л.1ї1©І*У g Our Immrnte stock sllowe ef » selection from over 360 patterns.

Table Cutlery:
Carvers :
Razors :
Scissors E

o
Handled in nil Styles of Handles with all the Improvem-nte of the year.

2? Se-ts of Carvers, to eleeant piueh lined fancy cases, containing 8, & and

In satin-lined leather and fancy oases, containing a pair, or T placer, 
—one lor every day. \ /4 '
For all hinds of work, fhocy or plain, In sets and in Ladies’Com’ atone.

The remains were .2
"5
a>
0.
m SILVER PLATED WARE.hi■§

All New Designs In
f Cake Baskets, Tea Services, Pudding and 

Entree Dishes, Berry Dishes, Ice Pitch
ers, Salvers. Lockup Liquor Sets, Butter 
Coolers, Napkin Rings, Spoons, F'orks 
and Knives, and hundreds of like things, 
—useful remembrances at small cost
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