2 806

From Halifax.

ARD RKN RORERT DAVIS AND THE REV. RICHARD

PRESTON

0 may God prevent R. Divis and Black Preston
from: making any disturbance, O may the Prince of
Pence be in our midst Extract from Hdward Man-
ning's journal, written June, 1828, a few days before the

memorable A ton at Horton, at which the Granville

Sireet Church wan received, and Horton Academy found-
ed. - That Asa
Rev. Charles T

mo, saysiohis

tion was large eveh to overflowing
who preachied the Association ser
that all the people could not get

into the meeting house ; and ** au overflow meeting whs
held in th char The patriarch Manuing bad his
thoughts on this meeting of the Association, then only a
few dnys in the future when he made the entry in his

journal. The ce he refers to was one he great
ly feared would take placein that Association.

Richurd Preston was ablack wman, an ex-slave and a
man of & good ec of natura! elogquence, such as is

sometimes posses sy mien of his color. Robert Davis

waAS 8 g n o had beens soldier. He left the
arny ame a Haplist minister

Jahn Burion arrived in Halifax from Hugland in 1792
He was thet ped t preacher. He went to
Knowit Jeraey 1793. and returned in 1794, &
regularty ardaiied Baplist minister,

His heart went out for the colored peopleof Halifax
¢ity and its neighborhood. His work among them was
greatly blessed. He orgsnized & church collected

money id Halifax and in the United States and built a

meeting house. Iu 18 vl 1815 as a result of the re

volutionary war a e pumber of colored people from

the Southern

came to Halifax, and thus the num

bers alread) were largely increased. Mr. Burton

labored hm

1, both in the gity and in the
country He was the

minister, their father'anl pro-
tector ~ D flicalt at would otherwise have been

settled v. were settled before him. He

was highly emedd by - the public men of Halifax and

greatly beloved ned people

In ;828 he His life had been largely
sacrificed of color. On-the premises
where v nyg house stood, He had a dwelling house,
where he spent the greater part of his public life in
Halifax At this time, when he was full of years and at
peace with } lock, the ex slave, Richard Preston,
came on 1o the ound in company with this noted
Robert Davis Ihey preached to the colored people
both in the eit ¢ conntry. Never had this peo
ple bes y 1 {and excited a8 they were under the
preac ! és¢ two men—one white and the other
black t temypitation of their popularity they
forgot wha uwe to Tather Burton. They ** pleased
the youny the old people and the people of
midd 1a pari of Mr, Burton's flack for-
wou b . secame the disciples of ** Black Preston
an rl mi und winter previous to the
Jun i Kd Manning wade the entry in his
jJourua onewl division, excitement and trou-
ble in 1l red church st Halifax. The leading men

Street church, organized in September
hized with Mr, Burton and gave him their

il support,  This course called down on
t 14 the wrath of ** Black Preston aud R. Davis."”
Mr. Mw v awire of this, e expectod the two
me would appear on  the ground at the Association
figlit Davis did not disappeint him,

s found of the presence of ** Black Preston.'

M ing understood Robert  Davis. He
bie ged the cluss of church ‘'smashers’ who
ar for inrge gawme. Some hunters are satia-

x ur the lynx ; others again despise small
u% thess; nothing less than a Bengal
ion, a Rocky mountain bear or an ele-

ph in the jangles, can iuspire their passion and grat-
if ! such is oue ¢lass of ministers, a very
sta'l class, 1 k God, so far as Baptist clérgymen are
con “erne krock churches to pieces, and pass on
lraviug ¢ w und difficult tusk of reconstruction to
thet, breth ¢ sacred office. R Davis was a dir-
tipguished mem f this species-of the genus preacher.
In thit conflic vhich he was the creator, he was im-
mensely gratified. It is seldom that a fighter of this sort

d formidable opponents—

faces such distin el &

Crawley, Nutting Johnstons, Furguson, the fathers
in the denomination, and the whole Baptist Association.
R. Davis was in his element. Ie was one of that class
of young miuisters, unhappily not extinet, who boast
that they do not fear those who have taken the place of
great leaders ; do not qhsil before majorities. So soon
as the discreet young Charles Tupper had finished
preaching the association sermon R. Davis slipped up
into the wineglass pulpit, aud began to harrangue the
congregation on the merits of his case, and the danger
to the Baptists of admitting to their rauks the Granville
street church ; and later, when a motion was before the
bedy to receive the church into the asscclation, he
opposed it with all the force of what Dr. Crawley called
hid “‘rade eloguence.”” The Association had for a mod.
qrator & skillful Scotsman-—~the Rev, James Munro, The

MESSENGER AND VIS Ok

discretion of the moderator and of the whole body sup
pressed the fighting young minister; and thus was
answered the prifyer of Father Manning

If any of the pr.‘nrnl generation of ministers should
find churches bging cleft asunder, as by a wedge, by
means of the course they feel conscientious in takiug, as
did R. Davis, in the matter of the Burton chureh ; or if,
in being true to their convictions, a bit of dynamite is
put under the ecclesiastical structure, which when ignit
ed, will make of it many ins ead of two pieces, as does
the wedge, let them think of “R. Davis and Black Pres-
ton."

What obligation was upon them to consider the case of
the old Father Burton, who for more than a quarter of a
century had been the tender and successful shepherd of
the flock ? Black Preston's impassioned eloguence, and
R. Davig’ fiery fighting ability swept the major part of
the flock from the care of the infirm, genial patriarch
What means the two megting houses at Proston, the two
at Hammond s Plains, “so near each other? * Black
Preston and R. Dvis” did it. What man's the loss of
the property ou Harrington street wher the Burton
church stood ? Credit R Davis kud Black Preston with
that loss. Had they not scattered the flock, the meet
ing -house would have been retaiged. They al udoned
it, to follow ** R Davis and Bluck Prestcn,” aud lost il
It passed into other handa by length of posses fon ; and

was never paid for by those who thus came into ils
possession. The church on Cornwallis street ne ds it
to-day, but it is out.of reach

What meant those two church buildings almost side by
side in Sackville, N B.? What meant the two chu
there, instead of one, and all the entailed trouble and

ches

loss. known as late as the days of D. G. McDonald and
W. E. Hall, pastors ? Give fighting R. Davis the credit
of this. Black Pr.ston did not help him,

1f one of the military type ‘of mind now iu the
ministry, is inclined to fight for the right, at the expense
of confession or echism in the church, let him take a

calm review of his up)ri(uul.um- stors, ‘* R Davis and

Black Preston, and this penchant for exicting his rights,
irrespective of consequences may be moderated There
is no fragrance in such names

 Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be called
the children of God." REPORTER

PO

India Letter.

You have ad heard of the Savara people who live

upon the hills. You have also heard of the
SAVARA MISSION

that was organized two years ago. It is a young enter-
prise but full of promise. It is, strictly speaking, a
Telugu mission to the Savaras. Our eight Telugn
churches appoint a Board to carry on this mission work
For the present the missionary conference also appolnts
some members on the Board. There are four Telugn
men and three Canadians on the Loard. We hope that
will rise to the opportunity and re

our Telugu peog
spond to the call to such an extent that this mission will
be distinctively their own effort. When they become
able to carry it altogether without advice or help from
the missionaries we shall gladly withdraw and leave the
field entirely to them, The great need that we have felt
was & wise and consecrated pionecer missionary for this
work from among the Telugus. We hoped that one of
our best young men would offer, but were disappointed
The interest seemed to flag during the past year. How-
ever & new interest was awakened when we met in con,
ference in January, ‘Mr. Powell, of the American mis
sion, urged that something more be done for these hill
people, Miss D Prazer thrilled ua all by an account of
the way she wasled to take such’ a deep interest in the
Savaras. She urged the Telugu Christians to assume
this new responsibility and not expect the people of Can-
ada to do it. Then she offered Rs 1000 per year toward
this work. She is not a Telugu but India is her native
land and she is a member of one of our Telugu churches.
Several of our Telugu brothers were deeply moved but no
one volunteered to go as a missionary to the Savaras.
Bro. Hardy cfiered to go, and was eager to undertake
this difficult task. But he could not bé spared at present
from Polkonda ; and our Savara Board could hardly as-
sume his support. Besides this we have grown to feel
that perhaps it is God's will for the Telugus to supply
the men and money for this work. As our home Board
is burdened with debt already, and cannot seem 1o srnp-
ple successfully with the work it has already in hagd, it
- geems useless to look to the homeland for either men or
money for the Savara mission. Some three mont&ngo
Bro. Subraidu and other Telugu preachers made a -
SAVARA TOUR.
They were smitten with hill fever. Bro. Subraidu was so
{1l that we thought he might not recover. But the fire
burned in his heart as well as the fever in his body. He
was tremendously concerned about these poor Savaras.
Hyen while still lying ill with fever he yearned to go
back and try it again. He rallied from the attack of fever
and is now quite well again. Lately our hearts were re-
jolced to hear that he had offered himself to the Savara
Board as the
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TRLUGU MISSIONARY TO THE SAVARAS.

Of course he met with a good deal of opposition from
even his friends. Heis one of our very best Telugu
preachers, and doubtless his friends felt, as the friends
of bright Canadian men often feel, that he was too good
& man to send to the Savaras.

*'18 YOUR HEAD CRACKED ?"
was one of the questions asked him. Another was:
““Have yon no sense?’ At last sceing that he was deter-
mined to go, one of his friends said : ‘“Why not throw
your wife and children in the well before you go "
Praise God for this missionary volunteer among the
Telugus. He will be a representative of the eight Telugu
churches and they will he urged to unite in supporting
him. He has quite a family. The family will live in
Tekkali for the present, and he will return to see them
now and again as his work may permit, To the people
of this land a distance of & hundred miles takes onetoa
“ They dread to go far from home, and
are a very timid people. Hence it requires as much

“‘far country

grace for one of these brothers to undertske a work like
this as for s Canadian to come all the way from Canada.

Bro. Subraidu will meet with many trials and difficul-
ties. Will you not pray often for him that his faith and
courage fail not. His wife has acted nobly. At first she
rebelled against the Lord's call. DBut now her heart
seems to be greatly moved, aad she gladly joins her hus-
band in these new experiences. Pray also for her.

Next week [ ahall te
place last week

Tekkali, April 3rd, 1901

11 you of his ordination which took
W. V. HIGGINS.

OKRDINATION AT CHICACOLY
At the cull of the Chicacole chuich delegates assembled
for the purpose of setting apart Bro B Subraidu as &
missionary to the Savaras Fwo delegates came, from

each of the following churches Bimli, Bobbili, Viziana-

gram, Tekkali, Palkonda, Parlakimedi, Apulatampars,

This ordination service was one of more than usual
interest. Bro. Subraidu, whe is one of our choicest young
men among the Telugus, has been greatly stirred comn-
cerning the matter of evangelizing the Savarus Heeling
that necessity is laid upon him, and that he must prench
the yospel among these hill people, he now goes forth as
s representative of our Telugu churches—their mission-
ary.

The delegates assembled in Chicacole on the a9th of
March. Twodwere appointed o. the council by the
Chicacole church, and five missionaries ( Messrs, Gullison,
Corey aund Higgins, with Misses Clark aud Archibald)
represented the home churches The council organized
by muk"(rg Bro. Gunllison, Moderator, and Bro. P. David,
Clerk® In the morning the writer led a devotional meet-
ing and gave an address on ' Ordination.’” This was
followed by Bro. Subraidu’s examination. This was very
thorough, and related to his conversion, call to the
ministry iu general, and to the Suvara work in particular,
his view of Christian doctrine, ete. The council was
thoroughly satisfied and advised the church to proceed
with the ordination, In the afternoon the following pro-
gram was carried out

Devotional service—led by Bro P. David

Charge to the Candidate and Right Hand of Fellow
ship—by Bro Corey

Charge to the cburches (whom he will represent, and
who will support bim ,—by Bro Somslingam

Ordination prayer—by Bro. Veeracharyulu

Benediction—by Bro. Subraidu

Lest our Telugu Christlans should misunderstand the
mesning and purpose of the ordination service it was ex
plained to them that they must not suppose that our
brother would now be qualified to perform any priestly
functions. The ordination did not qualify him to do
anything whatever, It was merely a recognition of
qualifications which we believe he has already-—-and
which the Lord, not man, has conferred upon him.
Chief among these qualifications is the ability to preach
the gospel. . The ordination enables him to go forth to
this new work with the zeal of approval which the
churches give him. It was made clear that the ordina-
tion did not qualify him to administer ordinances. Lest
our Telugu people shounld fancy that only sn ordained
man can administer the ordinances, Bro. ‘ ubraidu has
been baptizing and administering the Lord's Supper in
the Chicacole church and with the authority of that
church, for a couple of years, though unordained. To
sssume that only ordained men can properly administer
the ordinances is, we think an unscriptural assumption—
is sacerdotalism from which we would jealously guard
our Telugu converts, The question of the use of the title
« Reverend” was algo discussed. Itis too largea subject
to enter into just now, but suffice it to say that however
harmless or useful or appropriate the title may be in
Canada, some of us are extremely doubtful as to the
wisdom of adopting it in India. Weall know what the
title means in the Church of Rome and in the Church of
England. It smacks of the priesthood, tends to emphas-
ize the division of Christians into Clergy and Laity, has
no warrant in Scripture, etc., etc. Most all of our
Canadian Baptist Misslonaries prefer to drop the title so
far as we are concerned. Our Mission Report is con-
spicuous by the absence of all titles.

In the recent ordination, Bro. Subraidu was not given
the title ** Reverend.” He does not favor the use of it,
and did not want it. Now as to his work. As a fally
ordained minister in our denomination he will assume
the responsibilities of this new work to which we feel

that God has called him and set him apart. Will all
who read this remember to pray for this Telugu brother
and his family. He will need much health, patience,
love and wisdom in this new field. The Lord can supply

it all, W. V. HiGGINS,
Tekkall, April 6th, 1901,
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