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Those of our readers who reesive
the Mussmwoun axo Visrbon with
out having i mest not
think that it is necssarily  Christ
was gift.  The paper s sent ©

st the of some

, free for one month, Read
it oarefully, please, and subsoribe
n:MlL You will enjoy It during
1896.

—THr sunual vote lately taken in the
cities of Massachusetts on the license or
no license question appears to indioate a
growing sentiment in the Siate toward
the “no license” position. Ofthe thirty-
one oities of the State, fifteen voted “no”
and sixteen ‘“‘yes,” making the division
nearly equal, and four cities which last
year voted for license—Lynn, Salem,
G and Waltham—have joined
the “no license” column. -Further, it
is stated that the majorities in the no
license cities were larger than ususl

~while those of the license cities were

gonerally diminished. Bdaton, however,
is an exception to this as its majority for
license was in by noarly
thousand.

~4To him that hath shall be given”
is verifiedin the experience of the Ohi-
oago University which has found another
miltionaire friend in the person of Miss
Helen Culver, of Obloago. Miss Culver
has made & gift of $1,000,000 to the
University’ w0 be appropriated in the
intérests of blologieal sclenge. Owve half
the sum given may be used In
chasing land and in the erection and
equipment of builiags. The remainder
isto be invested, the income therefrom
consiitating o tund for the support of
roseareh, \nstraction and publisstion
Eapecial attontion W @ be doveled w0
the advance of scionoe o sanitation and
hyglone  Miss Culver In sbout 00 yosis
af age and inherited '{m-p«ny valued s
whout $6, 000, (0, N oplls  for
§1 000000 wmore from u.‘u. D Rooke
feller ander ihe terms of his sndowment
of Nov £, snd \bus makes $3,000,000 for
the University within fifiy days.

pur

5
Tun Bouth Caroline experiment” of
dealing = ith the Hquor problem on the
dispensary plan by which the business
becomes a sate monopoly appears Lo be
wucosssful in preventing to s great ex
tent the selling of iquor by private Indi
viduals or companies and also in bring
ing funds into the state treasury. The
report of the operations of the dispensary
for the quarter ending Oot. 31, shows net
profits for the quarter of $28,855. The
i of the di y has i nsed
rapidly, the receipts of October being
$111,798 against $44,640 in August.
Whether the inorease in sales is due
principally to the more successful re
striction of private selling or to the re-
duction which has been made in the price
of liquor is not appareut ; nor does it ap-
pear from the information before us
whether or not less liquor is being con-
sumed and the moral gondition ot the
people improved under the present as
compared with former conditions.

—A sEavriros little book, entitled
“Charles and His Lamb,” has just been
placed upodt our table. The author is
Miss Marshall Saunders, whose popular
nwlzy, “Beautiful Joe,” many of our
readers have perused with deep interest.
The smaller book now before ns is writ-
ten in the same entertaining veir and
inculoates the same moral lesson of kind
ness to animals. As in the case of
“Beautiful Joe,” the principal characters
and incidents of the story, we are told!

from real I

sre drawn fe. Charles, the
hero of the work, is & very little boy,
but 80 very wise and good that his mam-
ma's nsions that he may not
not continue long in this sinful sphere
are perbaps not uni le. The lit-
tle philosopher has many

animal pets
which are nearly as good as himself.
The book will maké a very pretty
Christmas or birthday giftfor a child and
the lessons which it teaches cannot but
be of a wholesome and refining char-
aoter, Charles H. Banes, Philadelphi

PASSING EVENTS
'I:Hl[ sudden twrn of affairs s the dip
lomatic rolations beiwesn the gov
ernments of Grest - Britsin  and the
United States has boen for the pasi wesk
the allabsorblug tople of disousslon
Recent developments are certainly start
ling, snd, though every Christian man
must wish slill 0 believe that war
between thess two nations s morally
impossible, yet it must be confessed that
our feelings of seourity in.this respeot
have been most rudely shaken and the
coolest heads are foroed jto wdmis that
the situation is one pregnant with the
gravest contingencies: President Cleve-
land’s remarkably bellicose message to
Congress in connection with Lord Salis-
bury’s reply to Secretary Olney's note,
has come like a thunderbolt out of a
clear sky. Up to Tuesday last no one
in the United States, if we except a
number of jingo orators and newspapers
writers, d to icip any

l HE sitoation indieated at the close of

be lnst paragraph was ihat whish
had boar ranphed when, on Tuesday lnst,
Preakdent Cleveland submitied his mes
" 1o The spivit of ibe
masss go i not less aggressive than ihat
of Secretary - Olney's note and ls toss

Congross

not less cllensive to Eoglend. 1% re
affirins the spplioability of the Monroe
doctrine to the oase, strongly osnsares
the British government for its refusal to
submit the whole matter of territory in
dispute to arbitration, doelares that it is
now necessary- that the United States
take the matter in band by determining
for itself the true boundary between
Venesuela and the British possessions
and maintaining it by all the powers at
its command, and fioally asks Congress
for an appropriation to defray the cost
of such a is8i The sut i

l'l‘ In not & pleasant fact for ue in Canada

o contemplate that hé appesl to
Antl-Brivsb feeling and the virtaal pro-
posal 0 go to war with England, which
[ PresidentCleveland's message contained,
haa found so wide sprsad and so vociter.
Bus & response among our neighbors, If
war should result, we know 100 well how
profoundly our interests would be
sfiscted. Canada would certainly be to
& great exteat the battle ground and her

| people among the f sufferers. Cana-
dians are loyal ® the Empire and if a
war is thrust upoi int “Britain Cana-

dians will fight, we doubt npt, for home
and native land and British connection
with a hardy courage that shall attest
that those whom they ofll fathers did
beget them. But from so awiul an
experience as. war, and above all war

of this message was immedintely fol:
lowed by the passage of a bill in the
House of Representatives calling for an

rupture of friendly relations with Great
Britain on account of the Venesuelan
boundary dispute. Papers and politici
ans the most friendly to the president
seemed to have wo intimation of his in-
tention to depart from the ordinary course
of diplomatio procedure and were there-
fore unprepared for the blast of war
which Mr. Cleveland has blown in the
nation's ear. But the -reception which
the president’s message has met with
indieates that he had rightly gusged the
emper of Congress, and to & oertain
exiont al lonst the lemper of the people
of the United Siates. The message has
fallon s & spark upon tinder and from
politionl jeaders of both parties, north
be hae reskived
newirance that nothing he bhas ever done
their admir

and south voeiferons

has 80 sirongly appeslod-y

ation snd support os ihis hosiile and
sggrosaive  sttitade  assumed  tpward
England.  As for the rest of the world, it

has hoon rather inalined 10 pioch eelf
10 discover whether it b really swahe
and has hesrd aright
this mussage which out jingoes the vary
aposties of |ingolem (homesives- is e
production of e man whom we heve
boon wont W regard as 8 calosouied
and broad browed siatesman, worthy o
be the chief magistrate of a great nation ?

Can it be that

\\ HEREFORE then are the president

sod the Congress of the United
States so profoundly distarbed ; for
what reason is this belligeren ¢ message
of Mr. Cleveland, and why is it proposed
forthwith to expend bundreds of mil.
hons of dollaré in preparstion for war
with a nation which neither ' in its gov-
ernment nor in the hearts of ita people
has been chérishing other than the most
friendly feelings toward the great
American republic ; is there any suffi
cient cause ? What has England done ?
The dispute between Great Britain snd
Venesuela as to its main features is
familiar to many of our readers, while
there are others no doubt who have
hitherto given little attention to the
matter but will now wish to aequaint
themselves with the principal facts. It
may be well to say then that for a long
time territory of considerable extent has
boen in dispute between Great Britain
and Venexuela, the claims of the latter
being based on old Spanish p

of $100,000 for the pro-
posed jon and the i

of other bills involving the expenditure
-of $200,000,000 in preparation for war.
The disposition of the Senate is to move
more cautiously but in that Chamber
also the expression of anti-British feeling
and the approval of the president’s
oourse has been very general and strong.
It is evident, thereiore, that the position
which we United States has taken in
this | matter is ‘one fraught with the
gravest perils to peace, sinoe it is u posi-
tdon from which retreat with dignity
seems impossible and also one whioh, if
oarriad 10 its logieal conclusion, almost
cortainly means war. Jodging from the
eabled quotations from articles in lead-
ing Brideh newspapers, the populsr
tomper in Kogland is not grestly exeited
over the aflalr and  (he general duposi
on s 0 believe that the attitude as
smed by Mr, Cleveland and his. Seore-

PPTop

ey s not 10 be taken wm.wgly but
withal ihere is 1o laox of positivensss in
deolaring that i7 the United Ma on really
ean o go 1o war, the peopls of (ireat
Bridoin will stand frenly by Lovd Salis
bury in the positian which he bas aban
o natios i
malniain (e prosiige and s self respect
while it weakly
ol
put forth by M

snes 6 b lspossiide f
yiolda o suoh offensive

Mlotaorial sssumptions as  (hose

leveland

'l‘lnc peestion whivh wust  riss in
evoryone's mind e what  doss
President Cleveland mean by the posi
tlon be has iaken, what ls the wan's me
tive? Ia he slmply playing » game of
partisan polities * 1f w0, it
bold and hasrdous one snd the course
he ia pursuing is one which musi utserly
destroy his repumstion aa & high minded
and conscientious ruler. Many of. the
best people in his own country as weil as
in Canada and in England have belioved
in bim, desplte an ocossional slip, & &
man of profonad sanity and sturdy hon.
esty, & man who held himself nbove the
iniquitious tyrannies of base partizan in
terest, and sought to rule his country fyr
his country’s good. Must we then I
lieve that he has come” down from this
bonorable place which he has ocoupied
to play the jingo fiddle for a orcwd of po
litical shysters and demagogues, who are
not fit to black the boots of an honest

in indeod &

4
and right of conquest, afjd those ofAlfe
former-ypoh the title ‘yrivod by ireaty
from the Dutch as®#¥” actusl possession
and colonization. Vinesuels has long
desired to have the riyal claims submit
ted (o international arbitration. So far
as part of the territory is concerned the
British government readily consents to
arbitration, but the territory bounded by
what is known as the Schomburgk line
she olaime is; beyond all reasonable dis-
pute, & partof British Guisna, which she

is the publisher.

—Ow of the most abject villauies
which men can perpetrate consists in

cannot, ly with her own dignity
and the rights of her subjeots in that
territory, submit to arbitration. The
friendly interposition of the United

the deliberate purpose, by an org

scheme, to defrsud people of small
means, of their hard ‘wom savings or the
investments upon the interest of whioh
they depend for & living. Itis for such
villany that Jabes Balfour, lately a
member of the Imperial Parli has

States g in the i of
Venezuela had been received by Eng-
land in & friendly manner. - But, when
Secretary Olney . presented the subject
to the British government in language
unusual in diplomatic correspondence,
lai for the United States the right

beon sentenced to two periods, of seven
years each, of penal servitude. It is
stated ‘that, “according to medical cer
tificates,” more than a hundred deaths
of viotims of the frauds practised by the

of which Bal was the

ol interference on the basia of what
seems to England and to Europe gen-
erally asa wholly unwarranted exten-
sion of the Monroe dootrine, and pre-
senting the dase in.the light of dafa de
rived evidently frony ex parfe sources in
the Venezuelan .interest, and further de-

ding that the whole guestion as to
bounidaries be submitted to srbitrati
there seemed to Lord Salisbury and
government no-alternative but to

'y
B ST
ber claim 0 ber |

president? There is an alternative sup-
position which is still less flattering to
the ruler in the White House, It is
that he bas deliberstely formed the pur-
pose and seized the present opportunity
to bring on & war with Grear Britian,
conquer Canada and make real the of
fonsive assumption contained in Secre-
tary Olney’s'note that “the United States
is sovereign and its fiat law,” in Amer-
jos. When one thinks of the awful jira-
tricidal strife, a struggle’ beside which
all wars that this continent has seen
would sink into insignificance and all
the terrible oonseqiences to every sac-
red intereet of civilization and humanity
that such a conflict would involve, we
may well hesitate to charge upon any
being that walks in human form a
scheme so so diabolical

with a g ing country and a
kiidred race, we may well devoutly

%y that God in His infinite mercy may
mer us. If war is inevitable, we
must take up its stern duties with the
the same trust in God and determination
to do our best that should characterize
our life in time of peace, but let the
wicked and supremely foolish spirit of
jingoism find no place in. Canada Lef
nothing be done on our side of the
border to create and foster bitterness
between two branches of a great people,
who, by every saéred principle of right
a8 well as by ties of blood and language
and mutual integest, should ever live in
peace and friendship. It is hard to
understand the spirit which prevails so
widely ip the United States and the
apparent readiness of many of its public
meén to plunge the two nations into the
hotrors of war, careless of the conse
Quences invoived. But in spite of the
porilous sivustion which the reckless
vomrse pursued by Mr. Clevelsad and
Mr. Oloey has hrought ahout, we believe

timreis godl reason 10 hope for & peace
ful iwue. Baglnd has bo desiee for
‘war, and the batter slements in ah-{
Uliited Sonles are just aa lstle inelined
W0 Dreak the pesce. What hai wmade

Wil o comapiouous in the latier i niue/
'h"‘ @ e pant week be rathar the ik
ool scam of pubidie o Thare is

land's bellicoss.message on the monetary
interests of the country is likely to make
for peace. The threat of watr and re
pudistion have had their effect on the
minds of English investors in American
securities, so that many have hastened
to.unload, and the result already has
been a very panicky condition of the
atock markets and the failure of several
1muontnt American firms. The drain
of s gold from the national treasury
becomes more alarming than before.
The great monetary interests on both
sides the Atlantic are opposed to war
and from these souroes a strong influence
in favor of peace may be expected to
arise. The temper of the English
people is “ealm, though not indifferent,
and we believe that Lord Salisbury and
his government may be trusted to
exhaust the resources of diplomacy and
to do all that can be done consistently
with the honor of the natjon to preserve
the peace in the great Anglo-Saxon
family.

Still we have to ask—What does our
big neighbor mean? .It seems absurd to
suppose that Mr. Cleveland could really
believe that the interests of the Unied
States were in the least degree imper.
illed by the claims of the British govern-
ment in South America. England has
done nothing to justify the conclusi'n
that she is seeking to extend"her terri-
torial holdings in America. Such pur
indeed, she distincly disolaims.

is olﬂmln& in South Amerioa only
what she has always olaimed to be her
gﬁw and & part of that olaim she is
irig to submit to arbitration. When,

country, it becomes the more inex|
cable thta he should be willing to
with En,

w- in Guisna
within the Sehomburgk line.

case of quarrel

-

Ordination.

An olesi ical couneil a
with the West Brook church, Cumber-
land ocounty, on the 16th inst., at 4

o' riety

‘clock, p. m.; to consider the
of ordaining Bro. W. H. MoLeod, B,
1 ministry. The
council was o in the choice of
Steele as moderator, and Rev.
Smith, The following

dooper sl meore  wholebome  ndes
wrvent which i making ieell folt in the
miorests of peace and which doubiines |
will qonilnee Vo do s wilh incressing
power.  Able and influential journals

sach W e Fooning Post, e |
Bowtan Meoutd, the Ypringfeld Nepubhi

w,  whioh & slways  given the |
Prosilent s warmn 2upport hive proteste

agatint he wic b hag aken in this
instanee an! more or less decidediy have
oonduemped his  action he roliglous
pross of the conniry la you to he heard |
Yrom, but though (ed b0 el some of
the raligions papers are promoters of
jingolam, it is to be confidently expected
that. geoerally their influence will be for
panon,  Some  of ihe  most  eminent
Amerioan authoritios on  international
law have not hesltated 10 doclare that
the president s wrong in bis present
contention. The result of Mr, Clove

The clerk was asked to.read the min

the oalling, of the council
ville, Diligent River and West Rrook
ohurches have united in the support of
Rro. MoLeod. As all arvan nis wors
satisfactory, it was moved by Des. Hun-
ter that the council proceed with the
examination of the candidate,

Bro, Mcleod was then called upon and
Euve a very clear and concise statement
of his regenoration, call to the minisiry,
and views of christian dootrine. As this
siatement was - satisfactory to all, the
following resolution was passed umani
mously :

Whereas, We have listened with satis-
faction to the statement of Bro. MolLeod's
regeneration, call to the ministry, and
views of ohristian doetrine ; there

Resolved, That thiscouncil recommend
the church to proceed with the ordina-
tion.

The following arrangements were
made for the ordsining secvice : Rev. Dr.
Steele, sermon; Rev, B, H. Howe, or:
daining prayer ; Rev. J. A. Marple, hand
of fellowship ; Rev. B. F. Gehring, charge
to the candidate: Rev. J. M. Parker,
charge to the church ; Rey, C. H. Haver-
-g.ock,)w conduct the preliminary exer-
cises, ©

In the evening a large oon, tion
assembled and fba -b?ve pr;'-‘:::nma
was carried out. After singing the con
gregation was dismissed with the bene-
diction by Rev. W. H. Mcleod. -

Although Bro. Mcleod has been on
the field but a short time yet he has won
a large place in the of the people.
E eryone has a good d for him. He
is & thoroughly con: yoRng man,
and everything augurs for his stocess.

lhlv l‘ StesLe, Moderetor,
. B. Surrn, Secretary.
Springhill, Dec. 17,
e RS S

trict Conference.,

On Tuesday, the 10th inet , pastors and
delegates, to a limited number, assen: bied
at Lakeville, an. important, shough
somewhat inaccessibie branch of the
Bridgewator church. In  pursusncs of
our desige; s beinf saries of ey latie
servioes was entored apon,  Bio, Crand
nll. of late, happily setbiod st Now ans
An,wan heartily weleomed 10 o ranks ae
i officient oo laborer, and Jed Wb

Luneabury (o. B

O\ be atternion.  The presshing sersive
f\ihe ovening was oomducted by ihe
el gewater pastar in e gresslee of &
gk Beartig M wes flollewed by
Belet e reanics oy b iationy (e B
Meohibald, Crandall sl etk dany
|- wete whaibiiy o

pressed o ngiay tor e bighor i
Brist | aaiong ieen were men some
wheone 1| s ihe s i seaiing b
| weminen Bitle B aminil proatmd
1 on che following miorming, sl Wen Sp
portad in shon aii oot o
A prager kil pralen e “rbwet
t which were bhoard pomivasions e e
ang basn bald lremren. B [
b dipeed the sarie by whing chirge

v aiBTR I oo yiow e
AlT Ghrongh wae & waniieel powes
Ts wan Billonlt G0 howak s i View
1 of thin dewpening - .
[ dutios were (amportaess
[T Y A ST p——
shorily enter upos - ' in
War ripmning  feid ww of the
edinost request of L B Byspa

for & lacge ingeihesiog

W.B MU

WO Pon TRE TRAN
Wo are laharers wgether with Uod

Oumtributors 10 this ciums will pioses ad
dirows Mrs. J. W. Manning, 6 John W, ¥ B
PRAYER YOPIO FOR DEOEMARR,
For the work sl workers st Bobbill, ihat
1he darkness ma away  Por M
Churohii]'s sohool. that those young mes who

war of the Holy Spirit may come apon
donaries at thetr Conterence in Juna

Thoughts for Christmas,

If there is one day in all the year in
which our hearts should overflow with
joy and gladness, is it not the adnivers
ary day of the birth of Christ the Lord,
who came to bring peace on earth and
goodwill to men? God's unspeakable
giftto a lost world—to you snd me, dear
sisters, forit is to you | am talking
to-day. It id not my purpose to com-
ment on the general usages of Christmas
as & day of giving and receiving, festivity
and merry-making; but -to confine
myself to a few thoughts which bave
been very deeply impressed upon my
‘mind during the last month, as I hage
sought to reslize and be reminded of
some of the blessings which Christmas
bas brought to me, and my responsi-
biity in regard to these blessings, and
what I would have been without them.
What means Christmas to you'snd me?
Has it no deeper, no troer njeaning than
that of a mere passing holiday, which is
forgotten ere its hours have passed
away? What gift can we bring to
Christ for which he longs, yes, beseech-
ingly pleads, with all the tenderness of
his loging hesrt? Will our offerings be
with an unwilling and selfish ipirit, our
prayers ocold and soulless, our service
Think, my

‘Why are we so truly loved and honored.
Whenoe the countiess meroies that have
#0 enriohed our lives trom infancy 1o the

utes of the chuarch meeting relating to |
Port Gre. |

(neataess and « Foot the wiolal service |

o, and not 8 ew oy |

|

| present moment

Has it bosn hooause
we have ever done anything to werls
such goodioss and love. Have we been
more deserving than the millions who as
yoi have never heard of that Christ

whose anniversary birthday we osle
brate?: Millions who have never known
the joy and gindvess that Christnas
brings to us,' bat whose lives are one of
bitterness and sorrow frota there birth
to their grave; the thousands in our
bome land who are in bondage deep and
dark because of superstition and ignor-
ance ; whils we have had an open Bible
unfettered, and free to read and believe
and to worship our Christ, under our
own vine and fig tree, none daring to
make us afraid. Oh1 wonder if you and
I bave as yet ever realized our untold
acountability to God for the precious
gospel, what it has been to us and with-
out which we would have been as hope-
less as they do. We know we are debtors
to these unsaved darkened souls? And
are we yet withholdidg from them that
gospel which has been entrusted to our
care, and through which they too may
learn of that Christ who alone can dispel
their darkness and give them joy -for
sadness? How, oh how, in the light of -
that gospel can wo meat these searching
questions ? Only as we are tanght by the
spirit of truth, who if we will, will lead
us intoall truth. Theéy that are after the
flesh do mind the things of the flesh but
they that are alter the spirit the things
of the spirit, Romans 8: 5. Then is it
not for vs 10 80 open these hearts to the
fulness and powsr of that spirit to be
lod, guided and controlied, that God can
work in us to will and to do of his good
ploasure. Shall not prilise, adoration
and thankagiving possess body, soul and
spirit, amid the festivity-and joy whioh
Chrlatins may bring o we, presenting
in swest remdnbran 0w of all sur marvies
our gifts, svan our hodies & living saerl
oo, holy and soongaaiie which s our

| onsonable wnevice. . Our  ofisrings
whothar the widows mite i the larger
Boring bavanse o o griater abuadance,
snit Mot e Lo o trensisry, not omly
willlngly Sov ghully wnd  (rasly, sae
——— proyers  snstaating  Mom
sawneniad ves wed hoarie ol aglow
with: hoavenly ee spntane
" PR N | . o Blense
s Aty ma em b frun
maring sy Soww sad glory
- e &y and
wh] he among he g shritiane i
a5 b iR wacare all sending? Te
b ling thet saoh day we are rear
o ot gt proviows stones
ehiok oith sl wgh the ages of
| o ondioos ot v ot wond, bay, ond
wabble, whivh will b et ap? We
- d and PR, ho ™~
woll dans, 88 & eance. Giod
i § that we he lines
plossnint pinces, the
4 | light Bosding our
parhway - -h e i has been
givan snd fromn whom mosh w nr
sinly be required, should be smong the

| minsing ohrintinne!  Ob lot s bide (hesn

thoughts vory onrafully away in our
Neiria pondering over amd ov
prageifully until from he m
we are ready 1o say- Trom eur

souls, with Franoes Havergdi
n did she that grace and strengih ruf-
ficlent for her avery time of need would
bé supplied to live 10 it

“Take my love my God I pour

At thy feet its treasure store

Take myselfand I will be

Ever, only, all for thee.”
Do we desire and long that the Holy
Ghost power may descend mightily upon
our Missionaries? Are we burdened in
soul for those for whom they so earnestly
and persistently toil and pray ? Will not
1896 be the time for Gbd to favor Zion,
for showers abundant showers, o fall
upon the barren day and  thirsty lang of
heathesism, superstition- and darkness.
Are we in earnest as was God's servant of
old? We cannot, we will not let thee
gountil thou bless us. Then with ears
bent close to the great throbbing heart
of him who bears the faintest breathing
of his children, harken to his voice,
“Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
bouse, that there may be meat in mine
house and prove me now herewith saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it,”. Malachi 3: 19,
Do we say we have heard, Lord, and will
obey? Let us not forget that “bring ye
all the tithes'in the storehouse,” is a
solemn command from God to you and
we and must Le obeyed ere we can olaim
the fulfillment of his promise ; then let
in falth wnwaveriog and




