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KEEP THEM OPEN.

I'his is about the time when in many
Sundayscnools the Superintendent
begins to talk of closing up the school
for ths winter, “ The days are growing
short,” hie says, “ the roads will be getting
bad, the scholars will not be able to get
out, and we think we had better close
the school for thik season
all please come next Sunday, as it will
be the last time the school will meet
until next 8o the school
takes & vacation of hall a yéar or more.

This closing of the Sunday-school for

summer.’

80 large & portion of the time we must
regard s s calamity which ought if

possile W be avpided. No doubt there

are some oases in which it is expedient |

But in most
it needs only a

to close for the winter
instances; we believe
little perseverance and selfancrifice to
keep the school

i all the year round

I'he movement to close does not gener

ally, we believe, originaté with the scho

day school all

lars. Yy §0 1o the
through the rough and eold months, and
are none the worse for it. They can go
tdf the Sunduy-school s well, and so long
a8 the superintendent and the teachers
are at their posts showing a hearty inter
eét in the continuance of the sohool
and the welfare of the wscholars,
80 long they are not likely o find their
classes deserting them.  The school that
is shut up for half the year loses not
loses in

‘When

the teachers come back 10 resume their

simply six months time; it

charactar and quality s wel
work it is hardly possitle for them to

bring with them that heartiness and
strength-whioh should belong to those
who are Lo engage successfully in Cliristian
endeavor. Not only the winter, but per
haps hall the summed, is gone before the
1= forces to
gether again and got in line for work

The scholsrs are st -a disadvantage be

school has fairly pulléd

cause they have missed what, very likely
has been the most valuable half of the
lessons of the year and it seems to them
scarcely worth”while to take any great
interest in sny thiog so short lived as »
summer Sundpy school. The one grand

the picnic, and one can bardly

hem for thiriking that the Sun

b0l exists for the picnic and not

y ‘pionic for the Sundayschool. The

teachers likewise, of the summer Sunday

school are at- a disadvantage I'hose
whp are ready to lay aside their work at

thé

t at which it begina to involve

somos  hardsh p  sad  selfdénial can
scarcely be really whole hearted in it at
any time fhe hiternating Sunday

tchool teafher cannol be expe i to

atdain to any great measure of e
in his work., He misses the
of constant study and practice, He
must, in & measure, lose interest in his
class, and fail 10 cultivate that intimate
acquaintance with his scholars
work
these montenc
repre
{ Mot
to be
i saorifice aind self
nay be required the pa
endent and tenchers 1o koep the
eii through the winter; bul
the good of us as timbin
we have no capscity o oo and
self denial for the sake of our Lord aud
those to whiom 1le makes us iinie

Let the bears go winler

juarters

they will and sutk their paws for half
the year he world can get along just
as well without them any way. But

Christians should nol consider them

selves as belonging. to the hibernating
o is anything that ought
I of vitality all the
yearfround, it is the Sunday school

THANKSGIVING DAY,

Thursday, the
prozjno, has beer
Government of this country as & day of
thanksgiving to Almighty God in acknow
ledgment of the blessings of the year
In view of this we are moved to make
the foliowing remarks and suggestions :”

h day of November

We ought to observe Thanksgiving
Day. True, the State has no power and
no right to compel us to worship God.
Church and State have separate offices
But regardless of all advice from our ru
lers we shall do well to assemble and call
on the name of our Lord, to offer devout
thanksgiving

We hafe sbundsat gifis for which to
be thankful. Let our readers think for

a moment of the giftsa of the earth be- |

stowed by the harvest, and all the s
companying gifts that make the harvest
a blessing. In all the multitude of quiet

proclaimed by the |

of the earth are enjoyed, there is no fear
| of the robberies that prevail where the
| Gospel has not come. Peaoce, order, se-
curity are ours. Thusour gifts are thrice
| blessed.
;' We owe these gifts to God's beneficence.
| The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness
thereof, He sends rain and fruitful ses-
sons. Apart from His thought and the
exercise of His power we could obtain
i none of these useful things. We are in.
| debted to Him for them all.
1

receives our scknowledg-
| ments. He commands us to ofter thanks-
| giving. Reason also suggests it. The
| Christian desires to praise his Lord for
| all the kinjngss shown. The acknow-
| lodgmo}&/uf od'y. fand in temporsl
| things conduces to the maintenance and
1lpre.d of true religion. Men are prone
| to forget and deny (God’s work in nature.
iT#ey sing His praises ; they soon forget
Hjs works. Let Christians announce be
| the people 'their faith in a God

| Our God
|

So you will | who ‘lives, and works, and upholds all

things. This will help fo check mate-]

| rialistic thought.

| - It will also promote gratitude. To ex-
press. the grateful feelings of the soul is
to increase those feelings. Further api-

| ritual blessings can be granted when the

| Christian opens his heart and lips in

| praising His God for mercies shown.

A Thanksgiving service should be pro-
vided for. Letit be expected that the
people will assemble; let the sermon be
a8 good as can be made ; let the service
be the best we can give to our Lord.
| The is worthy of it—d s it.
The occasion furnishes themes for dis-
ocourses which the ordinary service does
not o well provide. It is a good oppor-
tunity for the churches to make them
selves folt as loaders of public opinion

on morsl and religious questions.

The collection should not be forgetten.
Bribg an offering, and come into the
Giive back to the Lord
some portion of what He has given you.
Let it be applied to some good purpose.
| Our Lord showed -interest in little chil-

dren, whom he took into his srms’ and

blessed. He is the same yesterday, to-

day, and forever. He is therefore inter-
There is an Infant's
Home st Halifax that will receive and
use your offerings in harmony with the
spirit.of our Saviour, whose affection for
the youny is not confined to the precious
darlings that niake glad the tables in our
comfortable homes on this thanksgiving
day, but goes out to the poor and to those
who have nolhelper. And there are
other people, ol and young, outside of
Halifax, on stbdm kindness may be exer
cised, of which our Lord may. at last say,
Inasmuch us ye did it to one of these my
brethren ye did it unto me

Lord's courts

osted in them pow

-
THE CONVENTION AT WOODSTOCK,
ONTARITO.

As noticed in the last issue of the Mzs-
sgndER AN Visitor, the Baptist Conven
tion of Untario and Quebec met with the
ehurch in Woodstock, on Thursday, the
16th inat. The meetings continued until
the following Tuesday. The last issue of
the Canadian Baptist has a full reportof
the proceedings, and we shall endeavor
to cull from it wuch things as may es
pecislly interest our readers.

With our brethren in Ontario the de
nowminational paper, as we understand it,
s related to the body in the same way

their missionary and educational

rprises are, that is to say, it is under
the control of » Board appointed by the
The Directors of the Stan
I Publishing

their report t

vention
Company presented

) the Convention, In con

nection with the Canadian Bapttn Book |

fepartment s conducted by the com

pany, the report from which was found

r unsatisfastory, for while the piper
ad & maigin on the Fight side of §669

lepartment #howed a loss of
A good deal of discussion ‘took

the Hook

oonnection with this report, and
some propossls were made looking to
ward changes in the nianner of conduct
ng the book department, but the matter
was finally left in the hands of the Board.

Notice had been given at the last an
nual meeting of the Convention of a mo-
tion to the effect that “ & standing regu
Iation of the Convention be passed de
claring that the appointment of Home
intendent, the Secretary of
Mission and the Editor of
the Cunadian Baptist be made in open

Convention After some discussion; in
which the generally expressed opinion
was that the change pgoposed was not
| desirable, the motion was put the Con.
| vention and lost. ;
The report of the Home Mission Board

/| was reqgl by Rev. J. P. McEwen. It em:

phasized the need of men. There were
| eighty pastorless churches, thirtysix of
the number being comparatively string
and well located. The year's work had
| been gratifying. Wherever missionaries
had beers placed much good had been
| done and many souls converted. The
| receipts of the year were $17,518, the
1 Uisbursements $15

The Educational report was resd on
Saturdsy morning, by Hon.Joha Dryden.

| “ Kindly reflerence was made to the loss
of Prof. Moliregor, the removal of Dr.
| McViear | the decease of Dr. Castle and
| the eminent services remdersd by him "
| snd hopeful words were spoken in refer

hou.r among us, where the timely fruits | ence to the professors newly eleoted.

|

| posal.

| other, while our opportunity in that land

Students enrolled are,respectively,Toron-
to Baptist College, Woodstock, 151 ;
Moulton, 144 ; total 327,

The manber in which this report was
received gave evidence of some friction
in ion with the blish of
the Arts department of the University.
In amendment to the motion to adopt,
the following resolution was offered :

“ That, while adopting the report and
pledging ourselves to a hearty support of
all the branches of our University, we in
struct our Bogrds to submit all educa
tional -departures involving possible
fi ial burdens on the d jon, |
to this Convention, before calling them |
into exikence.” |

This amendment was discussed at con
sidersble length. Some 1'1? the brethren
thought that the Board's action in esta
blishing ‘the Arts college bad been pre. |
mature. It was submitted that the |
expenditure required for this purpose
would seriously interfere with the theo
logical work{ that it would have been
wiser to wait for & time and allow the

funds_to acoumulate ; that the Board | orators,

before tal this step should have sub
mitted thefuatter to the Convention ; |
and that We course adopted would be

likely to allbnate the hearts of the. peo-
ple and thus weaken the educationsl
wark of the denomination for the future

On the other side it was contended
that the Board of Governors had not
overstepped the suthority vested in
them ; that the ‘opening of the Arts
College was a matter definitely settlod
at Guelph, and the time.of that opening
was a matter of detail which the Board

itaelf had a right to decide .on; that |

Senator McMaster had intended the
establishment of an Arts course, and had
not thought of delay in order to acoumu
late funds ; that to pass the resolution
would be virtually a vote of censure,
and that the other Boards had hever been
80 criticised.
loss of the amendment and the adoption
of the report.

Saturday evening was devoted to s
public educational meeting with platform
speeches, the speakers being Principal
Huston, of Wooedstock, Dr. Newman, of
MoMaster, Dr. Saunders, of Halifax, and
Dr. T. H. Rand, of McMaster.

On Sunday morning at 11 o'clock, Rev.
W. H. Cline preached a Home Mission
sermon, the theme, “ Paul's Missionary
Principles,” the text Rom. 1:14. At 3
p- m., the Educational Society was re-
presented by Dr. Goodspeed, who preach-
ed from Eph. 4: 15, on the topic, “ The
Perfect Manhood.” “in the evening Rev.
H. Ware preached on Foreign Missions,
his topic being “ The power and patience
of Jesus Christ.” ,

On, Monday - the Foreign Mission
report was read by the secretary, Rev. J.
McLaurin. The contributions of the year
amounted to $20,042, the expenditures
to $19,907.

The missionaries on the field have been
singularly blessed of God with health
and the power of doing aggressive work.
Three new missionaries are on their way
to India. During the year 395 converts
had been baptized: There are now in
cluded in the field 18 churches, with
2,393 memberg, and a seminary with 85
students.

Monday evelling was devoted to & dis
cussion on Folfign Missions

Rev. JamesfGrant urged and moyed
the formation’f other mission fields®in
other lands, claiming that the Baptists
should enlarge their horizon. He hoped
too that the coming Centennial would be |
célebrated by the raising of £5,000 for |
the opening of such s station.

Rev. G. B. Davis vigorously supported
the motion.

Rev. Jobn Mclaurin opposed the pro-
He felt that the responsibility to
the Telugu field is as great as to any

is greater than elsewhere. We are not
strong or wealthy enough to u\:vmh- other
regions. The American Baptists have
found that their Telugu and Burmese
niissions are suffering because of the at-
tempt to advance beyond thesé points. |
Mrs. Archibald, of the Maritime Pro. |
vince Board, in an enthusiastic address,
sdvocated the supplying of the needs
now pressing on Telds already opened.
After a long discussion, the Convention
voted to celeb the Carey Centenni
by raising a sum of not less than $5,000,
the appropriation of which shall be de-
termined at a subsequent meeting of the
Convention, -

Questions.

1. Is it according to Baptist .usage for
two or three ministersat a district meet-
ing to ordain a man to the office of the
minists no notice having previously
been ﬁ en and the meeting being for an
entirely different purpose ?

2. Ought the members of a Baptist
church to be countenanced in taking

art in a series of meetings held by
othodist ministers, it being the evi-

dent design of such meetings to breal

down Baptist influence ? W. P,

1. Such a proceeding must bé regard-
od as quite irregular and could only be
Jjustified under very exceptional circum-
stances.

2. It is difficult to see how members of
Baptist ehurches should be ocounte-
nanced in itti d inational

The vote resultad in the |

.| sometimes in the form of false teachers.

| ally. But certain thinj

THE AUTUMNAL MEETINGS.

The Baptist. Union of Grest Britain
and Ireland has held its Autumnal meet-
ing this year in Cardiff. It was a curious
coincidence that the autumnal gathering
of the Congregational Union of England
and Wales should also be held the pre-
vious week in the same County of Gla-

morgan. A

The South Wales Daily News—for a
copy of which we are indebted to a
friend—in its leader of October 7, while
bidding the Baptist Union welcome to
Cardift, remarks :

“The Baptists, we peed hardly say,
have a splendid record in regard to their
foreign. aa well as their home work. Like
their twin denomination, the Congrega-
tionalists, they are strong in the field of
foreign missions. Among their preach
ers they have and have had some of the
most powerful ‘and eloquent men that
likge ever appeared in the pulpit or upon
the ‘public platform. Any church might
be pardgned for envying their claim to
that pethaps most gifted of all pulpit

a;‘nlynl Hall, whose name and
Taaie can pever die.”

Furtler on we find these sentences:

“ Politioally they are intensely Radical
They have bad their early training in the
school of adversity, and their experience
has made them strong.  They are a peo
ple of sound and strong backbone in
which there are no visible elements of
decay. They will contend for the faith

Fthat is in them to the end. This is their
wominent characteristio, whether we
L.n- regard to their distinguishing doo-
trine, their Nonconformity, or their vin
dication and defence of the cause of civil
| and religious liberty To their credit
it foust be said that they have been true |
10 the people. They have espoused the
onuse of thé people and nibly helped
them in their struggles. We have heard
s grest deal about the ‘down grade |
wovement' as an alarming symptom in
the Baptist pulpit. Mr. Spurgeoi, ”"'1
most popular pulpit orator of the day, is |
mainly answerable for this; but Mr.
Spurgeon, great and good man as he is, |
has rarely, if ever, been a prowinent |
figure at the meetings of the Baptist |
Union, or coopersted closely with his |
brethren in the ministry. We do not |
say this from any desire or intention of |
| faultfinding, but only for the sake of |
| pointing out that Mr. Spurgeon's com. |
parstive isolation from the maib hody
must seriously detract from the import
| ance or value cf any judgment which he
may pronounce upon the Baptist pulpit
generally.”

3 |
The London Freeman gives up a large
part of its issue of Oct: 10, snd in addi
tion a supplement of twelve pages, to a
report of the proceedings of the Union.
This report with the Freeman's comments
make very interesting n’ldlng:nnll we
should be glad,. if it were possible, to
phsce the whole in the hands of our read
efs. The time of the meetings, which
were extended through several days,
seems to have been occupied principally
with addresseés on various topics vitally
related to Christian thought and effort,
These addresses, carefully prepared and
delivered by representative men, coyld
not fail to be rich in inspiration for the
body. >
An interesting featuré of the meetings
was the presentation of an address by
thirty five Nonconformist ministers of
Cardiff. This address gave expression
to sent@nents of gratitudée and admira-
tion in view of what the Baptists are and
what they have done, warm fellowship
for them in their struggles for political
and religious liberty, and desive for &
closer union of all Evangelical churches. |
The first day seems to have been occu-
pied with
opening addresses, with a grand temper-
ance meeting, under the auspices of the |
Total ébstinence Association, in the
evening. Tuesday was mission day, and
that in which the chief interest of the
meetings centred.
addresses by missionaries and others,
and a missionary dinner, which is a thing
of time-honored custom, were a part of
the order of the day. The sermons and
addresses were evidently of great interest.
From so rich a feast, it seems a
meager thing to offer our readers only a |
few morsels taken here and there almost |
at random, but that is all we are able to
do. Following is the report of the ad-
dress of Rev. Charles Jordan, missionary
to India:

devotional exercises and

Missionary sermons,

“There is talk of & crisis in India with
its 260 millions of people,and with its
wonderful riches. There are many
things to discourage and distress at
times. 1t is certain thatSatan has been
and is stirring up an extensive opposi-
tion to the Gospel. This opposition
comes in the form of infidel books and

Only two or three yearsago Calcutta and
other parts of India were visited by some
Theosophists (as they called themselves),
who endeavored to persuade the people
that they could put them in communica-
tion with a ¢ Great Spirit’ who lived away
in the Himalayas mountains, and who
had inspired their sages. The scepticism
of Europe has in some manner affected
some of the educated young men, especi-
ally at the t centres, in the cities of
Cdcutu, mbay, and Madras especi-
are lfennﬂy

encouraging in the work if the India of
y. One of the most satisfactory
features is that the governing classes
and men in suthority no longer give any
opposition to, missionary work. fact,
s0 far from apgiﬁon we are continu-
ously receiving their aid and their sym-
pathy! Sir Richard Temple, one of the

suicide, and it is about equally difficult
to believe that they should be willing to
do so.
- -
Now i the ¢ o subscribe. Send
SL00 and receive the
Visttor from this date

e “contribute to the spread of

most active li in Ben-
muid that wherever be ‘::nt he found
the missionary, so el

disliked, was posifively popular. The
spread of education in India is & great
help to the spread of the Gospel. In-
creased facilities for travelling in India

Christian.

LLlN

truth, These great advantages are, of

course, being fostered by the govern-
ment. But native teachers and preach-
ers are being raised up in India to sssist
in the work, and many of them are
men of splendid power and intelli 3
There are now many native converts
doing all in their Yo'" to extend the
kingdom of God in India.”

This, sgain, is . clipping from the
thrillipg address of Rev. J. G. Darby,
missionary to Africa:

“ Their brethren in India could tell of
good work, of souls saved, of men and
women who had been living in darkness
being brought into the light and liberty
of the Gospel. He could tell of nothing
of that sort on the Upper Congo, where
he had been with two of his brethren.
Of the three, he alone was privileged of
God to come home, They had no souls
saved yet; but they could tell of hard
work, and they had not been living lives
of luxury. He was glad to say, however,
that things were not as they were three
years ago. Looking ahead into the pic
ture, they saw the Lord ({imself coming
in all His glory and might and gathering
to His great bleeding heart those dark
tons of Africa. “The day would come
when lightness would banish darkness
and gloom, and Africa would stand forth
in the light of the Gospel of Christ, and
men and women that now cried for each
other's blood would worship the King in
His beauty. Instead of daei:‘f [ lhn{
now did, cutting off the heads of their
slaves and pressiog their feet on their
bodies that ‘they might see the blood
squirt into the air, they would kneel
down sud worship Chmat, Had they
only seen some of the things he had seen,
sod heard the cry of a mother as she
was being tied hand and foot by her cruel
husband, flung into the bottom of a
canoe, and carried away to be sold as a

| slave, had mm seen children ?gu(ltn on
ot

the beach with tears rolling down their
fuces, and weeping for their mother thus
cruelly torn from them, they would know
what it was to feel for those people, they
would know what it was to «Lurmma to

| go there and live and work and die for

thew if they could be brought into light
and life. Many reverses had Leen met
with. They bad looked at the great
Congo where the little steamer had
ploughed her way captained by its noble
Grenfell, they had heard of the millions
of people found on the banks of the
stream who were living without God and
bope. They had seen babes taken and
stretched on the ground and their little
heads severed from their bodies, and the
mother weeping for her children—no
hope—no hope. They had seen their
brethren stricken down by their side,
and mao after man step into the gap to

| die. There were men in Wales, Eng

land, Scotland, and Ireland willing to go
there, and they could help them to do
it. They that had the money must give
it, and those that had no money should
get down on their knees and pray until
Africa was delivered. Those young men
that bad energy, backbone, and fire,
sbould do their utmost until the gloom
was dispelled, and the whole of the Congo
was won for Christ.”
)

On the occasion of the dinner above
referred to a nuwber of speakers were
heard, the most interesting address,
according to the Freeman, being that of
the Archdescon of Llandaff, Rev. John
Griffiths, B. D., who was present as a
guest. A few sentences from this
address will give an idea of its spirit and
character :

“It gives me very great pleasure, in
deed, to be here amongst you to-day.
I hnow that the history of the very
great body to which you‘belong is a very
interesting one. It is a history of very
great courage and self.denial; it is &
history of labour, and of facing even
death for the accomplishment of a pur-
pose. You have ocoupied a sphere in
Christendom of a most interesting char-
acter ; and it is quite true (you will par-
don me for saying so, but I am giviog
you the impressions that are present to
my. mind, and my memory may be
faulty), that you have been occupying &
sphere of isolation. [ do not find soy
fault with that, because you had to fight
for the maintenance of particular views
to which you attach the very greatest
importance. You have fought great
battles, fought them mot under the
shadow of kings and states, but under the
banner of your own convictions; and I
velieve you have fought them with the
honest consciousness that in fighting,
you are doing the right thing in en
deavouring to accomplish the end upon
which your hearts are set. | honour
you for that very much. I honour you,
too, for the work you have done in the
past ; and if you would allow me with
open heart—for Welshmen haye open
hearts—I would express the sincere wish
that isolation should be less marked in
the future than it has been in the past.
. .. | believe, gentlemen, that we have a
far larger union af spirit than peopls give
us credit for; but I do plead for visible
anion to a larger extent than people
have given us credit for in the past. I
plead for it because I believ: the world
demands it ; I plead for it because society
is crying oat for it; I plead for it at this
table to-day because I believe success in
missions abroad dépends in a very large
measure on our presenting from home a
visible front. I thank- you, ‘sirs, for lis-
tening to me. The words I have spoken
are words that come from my heart, and
they are words which continually find a
place in my humble supplication and
prayers. You have noble names written
on your escutcheon, and we afe proud of
them. We are proud of the Bedford
tinker; we are proud also of the shoe:
maker who was at the root and banner
of Indian missions, and that greatest
divine of the present century, Robert
Hall, of Bristol. And I look upon your
escutcheon with some degree o elsh
pride as I see engraved upon it the never-
to-beforgotten namé of the apostolic
g;ewher Christmas Evans, s man who in

is dying hours seemed to have caught
the spirit of the great Jewish prophet

who thought he was going home to heaven
in a chariot, for the last words he uttered
were, ‘Drive on.' I thank you for lis-

tening to me, and for me to be
one of your number ; snd grant that
every distinotion in the various churches
to which we belong may be merged in
oue, with the strong desire to push for-
ward the kingdom of the Redeemer and
rescue the world from sin and misery
and bring it into the sWbet captivity of

The President of the Union, the Rev.
James Owen, delivered his address on
Wednesdsy moning. His subject was
“The Free Churches and the People.”
The Freeman says of this address that
“it was received. with remarkable em.
thusissm. The audience were now moved
to the deepest emotion by passages of
fervid eloquence, and now relieved itself
by mirthful laughter at touches of hu-
mor most sppropriately placed.” We
give below some paragraphs, which will
give a general idea of its scope and char-
acter:

“It is necessary to remember, then,
that uniformity is not essential to unity,
and that below the surface we find a
greater unity than the superficial obser.
ver would imagine. ‘The unity,’ it has
been said, ¢ consists in the one Object of
worship, the one Object of affiance, the
one Source of virtue, the one cementing
prinoiple of mutual love. The diversities
are, and must be, as numerous and in-

ble as are the inl disti i
which nature, habit, and circumstances
bave created amiong men.’ You might
as well pass an Act of Uniformity for the
trees and the flowers and the birds as for
buman minds and consciences. You
m? have in all churches the same form
and order of religious services, the same
lessons, the same prayers, the same
hymns, the same sermons (even this is
possible), and yet with this monoton
there may be no real unity. And beneat
& variety of forms, of names, of opinions,
of systems of church polity, of services,
there may be a real union of heart, of
conviction, and of purpose. Differences
of religious views are not slways to be
deplored ; they may be évidences of life,
signs of an earnest pearch for truth, and
of fidelity to conscignoce. | would wel
cdme all, not caring by what name they
may be called, who strive honestly to re-
claim the moral wilderness and turn it
into the garden of the Lord ; but if, in
stead of cultivating my own patoh of
ground, | am intent upon removing the
plants from my neighbor's plot into my
own, surely this is not labor for ¢ His
pame's sake' We know that if the
churches were drawn into closer fellow
ship with Christ they would be drawn
into closer fellowship with each other.

‘“Is not a closer union possible between
the Free Evangelical churches of our
country? Denominationalism may be
inevitable. Different mental “powers,
different temperaments, different kinds
and grades of training and education,
different domeatic and social surround
ings, willdead to ditferent views of truth,
and of different aspects of the same
truth, and to different ecclesiastical
preferences. But this is not inconsistent
with union. The forest is ‘no less one
because the trees differ in kind and
shape and size. The ocean is ng less
one because it washes different shores,
and is called by different names. The
race is no Tess one because it is divided
into different nations and tribes, The
existence of different denominations is
not incompatible with union and brother
ly love ; but bigotry, the narrow secta
rian spirit, the purblind zeal that can
discern no exocellences in any beyond its
own circle, this has ever been a bane and
a hindrance to the Kingdom of God. Let
me add, however, that | have little con-
fidence in the person who loves every

y in general, and nobody in particu
lar; who loves every country under the
sun, and no country specially ; who loves
every church in existence, and no church
particularly, the campstool Cbristian
who wanders everywhere and remains
nowhere long.

“As Baptists, we cherish, [ trust, a loyal
spirit towards our denomination, our one
denomination into which we are thankful
the two sections of # General ” and “ Par
ticular " are being merged. If there is
& good reason for its existence, then it
calls for the hearty devotion of its ad-
berents; and I trust that not one of our
ministers is guilty of the sin of silence
in regard to tie need and meaning and
importance of baptism. This is & ques
tion of loyalty to Christ; not of much
water or little water, but of jreverence
for the authority of Christ, and of obedi
ence to His will. He says, ‘ Preach—de-
clare the glad tidings—make disciples
—baptize.! Preach the Gospel to the
earavan in the desert, where no water is
available for baptism ; preach it to the
sufferer who eannot submit to baptism ;

preach it to the dying one in whose
reast an outward ordinance might en
oqurage a vain hope. No rite, whether
administered by a priest or not, can make
anyone s Christian. ‘The Kingdom of
God is within you.' It is not ‘ eatingor
drinking,’ or any external observance ;
it is ¢ righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Ghost.” But baptism is a sym
bol of Lge truths proclaimed in the Gos
pel, and symbols are valuable. ‘ Did not
the whole Hungarian nation rise, like
some tumultuous moon-stirred Atlantic,
when Kaiser Joseph pocketed their Iron
Crown, an implement, as was ously
observed, in size and commercial value
little differing from a horseshoe ?'
T'he flag of an army is more than a rag
of different colors ; to insult that !ha is
to insult the army ; to capture that flag
is to dishonour the army. The wedding.
ring, the key of a oity, the sceptre of a
king, is & symbol expressing ideas which
words could not convey. And so with
baptism, it is & symbol of the surrender
of the nature to God, the whole nature ;
and when we are immersed into the
name of the Triune Jehovah, we declare
that our entire being—body, soul, and
spirit, shall be devoted to Him. In this,

to Christ.

“BHshnell said,‘ Taken as a class the
Baptists are the Christian inpracticables
(not using the word in an evil sense) in-
dividualists of the highest and most Jwr
fect degree. They are each a kind of

church by himself, holding his minutest
ictions as stern i ble fataliti

They are the intolerants, so to speak, of

individuali g Ay

nion, and lubmx'lng under it, toa &
degree, the sool tinot itself’ This
was Bushnell's impression of the strict-
T L Dot AAEL Y
woul! his oul

the sturdy Baptists of Wales. But he
adds this expression of his esteem for
them : ‘ Such manifestly are the men to
be foremost in the sacred rights
it in England,
they did it here; they have dome it
everywhere,! Loyalty to our own de-
nomination is feotly consistent with

the grace of God.”
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