“SiRg, 'WHAT MUST | DO TO BE

BAVED P

°

iff=A Question of Incomiparable Im-
portance—The Ory of an Agitated Sonl=
A Call to the Unconverted.--

‘Washington, Dée. 29.—For' the clos-
Ang discourse of the year Rev. Dr, Tal-
-mage chose a subject which appeals to
. the unconverted everywhere—viz: “The

_Phillippian 'Jailer.’’ The text selected
was, “Sirs, what must I do to be
-saved?” Acts\xvi, 80. ? :

Incarcerated in a Phillipplan peni-
tentiary, a place cold and dark and
damp and loathsome and hideous, un-

Allumined save by the torch of the ofi-

‘cial who comes to see if they are dlive
yet, are two ministers of Christ, their
feet fastin instruments of torture, their
-shoulders dripping from the stroke of
deathern thongs, their mouths -hot with
inflammation of thirst, their heads
faint (because they may not lie down.
In a comfortable room of that sarme
‘building .and amid pleasant’ surround-
ings is a paid officer of the government
‘whose business it is to supervise the
prison. It is night, and all is still in
ithe corridors of the dungeéon save as
‘some murderer struggles with a horvid

dream, or a rufiian turns over in g;s

«chaing, or theére 48 the cough of a

ing consumptive amid the dampness, |

‘but suddenly crash go the walls! The
two clergymen’ pass out free. The jail
keeper, although familiar with the
darkness and the ' horrors hovering
around the dungeon, is startled be-
yond all ‘bounds, and, flambeau in
‘hand, he Tushes through amid the fall-
ing walls, shouting at the top of his
wvoice, “Sirs,~-what must I do to be
saved?”

I stand now among those who are

asking the same question with more |

or less earnestness;-and I accost you
in this crisis of your soul with a mes-
sage from heaven. There are thosel
in this audience who might be more |
skillful in argument than I am: there !
are those here who can dive intjo deep-
er depths of science, or have larger
_knowledge; there are in this audience |
those before whom I would willingly |
bow as the inferior to the superior, but !
I yield to no one in this assemblage
in a desire to have all the people saved
~ by the power ,of &n omnipotent gos-
pel.

I shall proceed to characterize the
question of the agitatéd jail keeper.
And, first, I charcterize the question
as courteous. He might have rushed
in and said: “Paul and Silas, you vag-
abonds, are you tearing down this:
prison? Aren’t you satisfied with dis-
turbing the peace of the city by your
infamous doctrines? "And are you now
‘going to destroy public property? Back
with you to your places, you vaga-
bonds!” He said no such thing. ' The
word of four letters, *‘sirs,” equivalent
to “lords” recognized the majesty and
the honor of their mission. Sirs! If a
man with a captious spirit tries to find
the way to heaven, he will miss it. If
& man comes out and pronounces all
Christians as hypocrites, and the re-
ligion -of Jesus Christ as a fraud, and
‘asks irritating questions about the
mysterious and the inscrutable, say-
ing: “Come, my wise men, .explain
this and explain that; if ‘this ‘be true,
how can that be true?’’ No such man
finds the way to heaven. The question
of the text was decent, courteous, gen-
tlemanly, deferential, Sirs!

Again, I characterize this question
of the agitated jail keeper by saying
that it was a practical question. He
did not.ask why God let sin come into
the world, he did not ask how Christ
could be God and man in the same
person, he did not ask the doctrine of
the decrees explained or want to know
whom Cain married or what was the
cause of the earthquake. His present

" and everlasting welfare was involved
in the question, and was not that prac-
tical? But I know multitudes of peo-
ple who are bothering themselves
about the nonessentials of religion.
‘What would you think of a man who
should, while discussing the question
of the light and heat of the sun, spend
hig time down in a coal cellar when he
might come out and see the one and
feel the other? Yet there are multi-
tudes of men who, in discussing the
chemistry of .the gospel, spend  their
tinle down in the dungeon of their un-
belief when God all the while stands
telling them to come out into the noon-
ddy light and warmth of the sun of
-righteousness, The question for you,
my brother, to discuss is not whether
Calvin or Arminius was right, not
whether a handful of water in holy
baptism or a, baptistery is the better,
not whether foreordination and free

' agency can be harmonized, The practi-
cal question for you to discuss and for
me to discuss is. “Where will I spend-
eternity ?” ! s

Again, I characterize this question
of the agitated jail keeper as one per-
sonal to himself. I have no doubt he
had many friends, and he was inter-

. ested in their welfare. I have no doubt
that there were persons in that prison
who, if the earthquake had destroyed
them, would have found their
desperate. He is not questioning about
them. The whole weight of his ques-
tion turns on the pronoun “I” “What
shall 1:d0?’ Of course, when a man
becomes a Christian, he immediately
becomes anxious for the salvation of
other people, but until that point 1is
reached the most important question
is about your own salvation. “What
is to be my destiny?” “What a
prospects for the futuré?” “Where
‘am I going?’ “What shall T do?” The
‘trouble is we shuffle the responsibility
off upon others. 'We prophesy a bad
end to that inebriate and terrific ex-
posure to that defaulter and ‘awful

' catastrophe to that profligate> We are
80 busy ‘in weighing other people we
‘forget ourselves to get into the scales,
‘We are so busy watching the poor
gardens of other people that we let
our own dooryard go to weeds, ' We
are ‘sosbusy sending off other people
into the lifeboat we sink in the. wave.
We cry “Fire!” because our neigh-
bor’s house is burning down and seem
to be uninterested although our own
house i8 in the conflagration. O wan-
dering thoughts, disappear to-day. Blot
.out this entire audfence except your-
.self. Your sin, 4s it pardoned? Your
.death, is it provided for? Your heaven,
is it secured? " A mightier earthquake
than that Whleh,'-,{emnl‘ shed the -Phil-
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Tovershadowing as tHe question, “What

jor Chiselhurst, whether he was Emper-

for ds of ‘years il topple like’
the sea will submergs tié land,

the Atlantic and Pacific oceans ab
the Alps and the Andes clap their
‘hamds., What then w I

g lanxiety of thig
‘man of my text, for he was not only.
‘anxious about the falling of the prison,
but the falling of the world.
i Again, I remark, I characterize this
,Question of the agitated jail keeper a®
one of incomparable importance. Men
‘are alike, and I suppose he had scorés
of questions on his mind, but all ques-
' tions for this world are hushed up,
forgotten, annihilated in this one ques-
tion of the-gext, “What must I do to
be saved?” And have you, my brother,
any question of importance compared
with-that question? Is it a ‘question
of business? Your common sense tells
you that you will soon cease worldly
business.  You ‘know wvery well that
Yyou will soon pass out of that partner-
ship. “¥You know that beyond a certain
point s of all the milllons of dollars’
worth of goods sold you will not handle I
@ yard of cloth or a pound of sugar,
or a penny's worth. After that, if a
conflagration should sweep all Wash-
ington into “ashes, it would not touch
you and would not damage you. If
every cashier should abscond, and
every bank suspend payment, and ev-
ery ‘insurance company fail, it would
not affect you. Oh, how insignificant
is  business‘ this side the grave with
-business on the other side of the grave!
Have you made any purchases for
eternity ? Have you any securities that
will last forever? Are you jobbing for
time when you might be'wholesaling
: for eternity? Is there any question 80
 broad at the base, so altitudinous, so

‘must ‘I do'to be saved?’ Or is it a
{ domestic question? Is it something
; about father or mother or husband or
wife or son or daughter that is the
more . important question? You know
by universal and inexorable law that
relation will soon be broken up. Father
wifl be gone, you will be gone, chil-
dren will be gone, but after that the
question of the text will begin to har-
vest its chief gains, or deplore its worst
losses, or roll up its mightiest magni-
tudes, or sweep its vaster circles.

Oh, what a question—what an lmpo;’l
tant question! 1Is there any question
that compares with it in importance?
What is it now to Napoleon III. Wwheth-
er he triumphed or surrendered at Se-
dan, whether he died at the Tuileries

or or exile? Because he was laid out'
in the coffin in the dress of a field mar-
shal did@ that give him any better
chance for the futtire than if he had
been laid out in a plain shroud? What
difference will it soon make to, you or
'to me whether in this world we walked
or rode, whether we were bowed to or
maltreated, whether we were applaud-
ed or hissed at, welcomed in or kicked
out? 'While laying hold of every mo-
ment of the future and burning in
every splehdor or every grief and over-
arching or undergirding all time and
all eternity will be the plain, startling,
infinite, stupendous 'question of the
text, “What must.I do to be saved?”
Again, I characterize this question of
the agitated jail keeper as one crushed
out by his misfortunes, pressed out by
his misfortunes. The falling of the.
penitentiary, his occupation was gone.
Besides that, the flight of a prisoner
was ordinarily the death of the jailer.
He was held responsible. If all had
gone well; if the prison ‘walls had not
been shaken of the earthquake;'if the
prisoners had all staid quiet in the
stocks; if the morning sunlight had
calmly dropped on the jailer’s pillow,
do you think he would have hurled
this redhot question from his soul into
the ear of his apostolic prisoriers? Ah,
no! You know as well as T do it was
the earthquake that roused him up.
And it is trouble that starts a great
many ppople to asking the same ques-
tion. Your apparel is not as bright
as it once was. Why have you changed
the garb? Do ypu not like solferino
and crimson and purple as well as
once? Yes, but you say: ‘“While I
was prospered and happy those colors
were accordant with my feelings, Now
they would be discord to my soul.”
And so you have plaited up the shad-
ows into your apparel. The world is
a very different place from what it
was once for you. Once you sgaid,
“Oh, if I could only have it quiet for
a little while!”” It is too quiet,

Some people say that th€y would not
bring back their departed friendz from
heaven even if they had the oprnr-
tunity, but if you had the opportuni.r
you would bring back your loved ones
and soon their feet would be sounding
in the hall, and soon their voices would
be heard in the family, and the old
times would come back just as the fes-
tal days of Christmas and Thanksgiv-
Ing—days gone forever. Ob, it is the
‘earthquake that: startled you to ask-
ing this question—the earthquake of
domestic = misfortune.. Death s so
cruel, 8o devouring, so relentless; that |
when ‘it swallows up our loved’ ones
we must haye sOme. one to whom we
can carry our torn and bleeding hearts.
We need a balsam better than any-
thing that ever exuded from earthly
tree to heal the pang of the soul - It is
‘pleasant to have our friends gather
around us anpd tell us how sorry they
are and try to break up the loneliness,
but nothing but the hand of ‘Jesus
Christ can take the bruised soul and
put it ing His bosom, hushing it with
the lullaby of heaven. O, brother! O,
sister! The gravestone will never be
lifted from your heart until Christ 1ifts
It. Was it not the loss of your friends
or the persecution of your enemies,
or the overthrow of your worldly es-
tate—was it not an earthquake that
started you out to ask this stupen-
dous question of my text,

Fiut I remark again, I characterize
this question of the agitated jailkeeper
as hasty, urgent ‘and immediate, He
put it. on the run. By the light of his
torch as‘he goes to look for the ‘apost-
les . behold his face, see the startled
look and see the earnestness. No one |
can' doubt by that look thit the man
is in earnest. He must have that ques-
tion answered, before the earth stops
i-oeking, or perhaps he will never have
it answered at all. "Is that the way,
‘my brother, my gister, you aré putting
this question? Is it on the run? Is! it
Lasty? Is it urgent? Is it immediate?
No. 'Of 107 No. Of 67 No. Of l—only 1,
That is the only kind of question: that

! cesstully. repented in the last hour? Of

- Oh, are there not in this ‘house’ to-
- day those who ‘are postpdnfheg untii
 the last hour of living the attending
to the things of the soul? I give it as
my opinion that ninety-nine out of the
hundred deathbed repertances amount
to. nothing. Of all the scoreg of persons
mentioned as dying in the Bible, of
how many do you read that they suc-

507 No, Of 40 No. Of 30? No. Of 207
No. Of 102 No. Of 5. No. Of i—only 1,
barely 1, as if to demonstrate the fact
that there is-a bare possibility of re-
penting in the Jast hour. Buf that is
improbable, awfully improbable, terri-]
fically improbable. One hundred to one |
against the man. If my brother, my
sister, you have ever seen a man try to'
repent in the last hour, you have seen’
something very sad. I do not know any-
thing on earth so sad as to see a man |
try to repent on & death bed. There is’
not from the moment that life begins
to breathe in/infancy to the last gasp
such an unfavorable, completely un-

favorable, hour for repemfance as the |

Geath hour, the last hour. Thers are’
the, | - standing with the medi-
 cines.. There is the lawyer. standing
| ‘'With the half-written will, Thére is the
frmily in consternation as to what ‘s
to become of them. - All the bells of
eternity ringing the soul out of the
bcdy. All the past rising befone us and 4
all the future. Oh, that man is an In-
finite fool who procrastinates ‘to the.
deathbed his repentance! ;
My text does not answer the ques- ]
tlon. It only asks it, with deep and’
in portunate earnestness asks it, and, |
according to the rules of sermonizing,
yoi would say, “Adjourn that to some
Gther time.” But I dare not. What are’
the. rules of sermonizing to me when |
I am after souls? What other time
-ecvld I have, when, perhaps this is the
cnly time? This might be my last time
fcr preaching. This might be your last
time for hearing. Y ‘
After my friend in Philadelphia died
hi children gave his chureh-Bible to:
"me, and I read it; looked over it with
much interest. I saw in the margin
wi.tten in lead peneil, “Mr. Talmage
stid this morning that the most use-
less thing in all God’s universe is that
any sinner should perish.” I did not
remember saying it, but it is true, and
I say it now, whether I said it then or
nei. The most useless thing in all God’s
universe is that any sinner should per-
ig3./ Twelve gates wide open. Have you
net heard how Christ bore our SOTTOWS
and. how sympathetic he is with all
cu.. woes? \Have you not heard that
with all the sorrows of heart and all
the agonfes of hell upon him he cried:
“Father, forgive them. They know not
what they do?” By his feet blistered of
the mountain way, by his back whip- }
ied until the skin came off, by his
desth couch of four spikes, two for the
hands and two for  the feet, by his
sepulcher, in which for the first.time
for 33 years the cruel world let him
alone, and by the heavens from which
Bupeno ‘morssediuod up Spuaq Mon g
rardon and peace ‘and life eternal 4b
all your souls, I beg of you put down
your all gt his feet. s LAlh

/
I saw one hanging on a tree
In agony and in blood,
. Who fixed hig languid eyes on me
As near his cross I stood.

Oh, nevenytill my latest breath
'Will T forget that look.

It seemed to charge me with his death,
Though not a word I spoke, ’

7

In the troubled ‘times of Scotland Sir
John Cochrané was condemned to déath
by the king. The death warrant was on
the way. Sir John Cochrane was bid-
ding ta.fewell to his daughter Grizel
at the 'prison door. He said: “Fare-
well, my darling child. I must die.”
His daughter said, ‘“No, father, you
shall not -die.” “But,” he said, “the
king is against me, and the law .is
after me, and the death warrant is
on its way, and I must die, Do not de-
celve yourself, my dear child.” ' The
daughter said, “Father you shall not
die,” as she left the prison gate. At
night, on the moors of Scotland, a dis-
guieced wayfarer stood waiting for the
horseman carrying the mailbags con-
taining the death warrant. The dis-
guised warfarer, as the horse came by,
clutched the bridle and shouted to the
rider—to the man who' carried the
mailbags, “Dismount!” He félt for hig
arms and was about to §doot, but the
wayfarer jerked him ‘from his saddle,
“and he fell flat. The wayfarer picked
up  the mailbags, .put them on his
she ulder and vanished in the. darkness;
and 14 days were thus gained for the
prisoner’s life, during which the father
confessor was pleading for. the pardon
of Sir John Cochrane.

The second time  the death warrant
is on its way. The disguised wayfrarer
comes along and asks for a little bread
and a little wine, startsion across the
moeors, and they say: ‘“Poor man, to
‘have to go out on such a sgtormy night.
It is dark, and you will lose yourself
on the moors.” “Oh, no,” he says, “I
will not!” He trudged on and stopped
amid ‘the brambles and waited for the
horseman to come carrying the malil-
bags containing the death warrant of
Sir John Cochraneé. ‘The mail carrier
spurred on his steed, when suddenly
through the storm  and through the
darkness there was a flash of firearms,
and the dorse bgcame unmanageable,
and ag the malil earrier discharged his
pistolin response the horse flung him
and the disguised wayfarer put his foot
on the breast of the ove'rthrowx; rider
and said,“Surrender now!"The mail eary
riet surrendered his arms, and the dis-
guised wayfarer put upon his shoul- |
ders the mailbags, leaped upon the !
horse and sped away into the darkness,
gaining 14 more days for the prisoner,
Si> John Cochrane, and before the 14
days had expired ' pardon had come |
frem the King. The door of the prison
swung open, and Sir John Cochrane
was free. One day when he Was stand-
ing amiid@ his friends, they' congratu-
lating him, the disguised wayfarer ap-
r 1 at the gate, and he said;, “Ad-
mit ‘him right away.”

The disgulséd wayfdrer came i and
said ““Here are two letters. Read them
sir, and cast them into thé fire,” Sir
Jchn Cochrane read them. They were
his two death warrants, and he threw
‘them into the fire. Then said Sir John
Cochrane: “To whom am ¥ indebted?
Whels this poor wayfarer who'saved

ippian ‘penctantiary rumble about’
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Yo ol
id the nat, and, lo, it was' :
‘the daughter of Sir .rog’u mv“rmsv ;

Tacious, ' heavens,” he

“my my saviour,my own Grizel!
worrant had comte ' forth from the
Kingiof héaven and earth. The death
warrantiread “The soul that sinneth,
it dﬁg,u die.”” The death warrant com-
irs Pn the black - horse of eternal
i We must die. But breasting the
storm and putting out through- the
darkness was a disguiged wayfarer,
,Who gripped by the bridal the oncom:
. Ing @oom and flung it back and put his
wounded and bleeding foot on the over.

. thrdwm rider. Meanwhile pardon flash-
‘ed from the throne, and, Go free! Open

the'gate! Strike off the chain! Go free! |

And today your liberated .soul stands
in the presence of the disguised way-
farer, and as he pulis off the disguise
of his earthly humiliation, and the dis-

guise of his thorns, and the disguilse -

of the seamless robe, you find he is
bcne of your bone;, flesh 67 your flesh,

youy, Brother, your Christ, your par- !

don, your eternal life. Let all earth and
heayen break forth in vociferation, Vie.
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

/A gullty, weak and helpless worm,
On thy kind arm I fall.

Be thou my strength and rizhteousness,

. My Jesus, and my all

BUCKETS FROM THE WHLL.

A , your bucket and draw a
single bucket-full of water from your
well, By looking at and tasting it you
know the condition of all the wafer in
the well. A man doesn't need 0 talk

long on a subject in which he is Inter- |

ested in order to show you his real

character. You can form a pretty cor- |

ritet opinion of him often in ten min-

utes. On the same' principle you are'’

frequently able, from the oceurrences
of an hour, to judge of the history of

years. This is pature’s way of teach- !

ing large truths by samples.

For insitance, here are two or three .

short sentences taken from a letter
which in all does not comprise more

than a hundred words; yet they point

out whait went on during twelve years
of the writer's life.

“Sometimes,” he says, "I had an aw-
ful pain and distress in the stomach,

which no medicine that I took relieved. ;

I had & sour taste in the mouth and

pain after all I ate. There was also |

a gense of fulnesg and tightness at the

chest, and I was constantly belching |
up wind. From time to time I consult- :

ed a doctor, who gave me medicines,

but I got . no betiter. In this manner I

continued to suffer for twelve years.”
Now think a minute what this means,

'Healthy people cannot understand it

at all; but most of us have undergone
pain enough, some time or other, to
help us to fancy what such a long and
weary stretch of it must be. Tt is like
a cold reinstorm  that never ceasss;

like a corpse in the house that is never:

T wved; like a screeching noise in the

night and day; like the knowledge
of an enemy following you every step
you take, and standing over your bed
when you try to sleep; like~———, but
what’s the use? No illustration can
adequately set forth what it means not
to see a well day for a dozen years.
It is worse than a sharp fit of iliness,

whieh lasts a few Weeks and then ends |
in recovery or death—a thousand times ' God; that whosoever receives the Son'!: peen assigned

‘Well, the lefter says that after al-
most half an average lifetime of this,
a customer came into the writer's shop
and told him of a remedy which she
bhiad the best of reasons for Deileving
in, as it had cured her husband of the
same kind of disease. He procured it,
and soon realised its virtues. It had

power to neach the very source of his |

mallady. The wearing, exhausting pain
became less, and soon returned 10

more; what the doctors, with all their !
experience, failed to accomplish was '

done by this medicine, so easily that

1
it seemed like the act of one who, ty |

Some strange power, says to an evil
thing, ” and it wanishes.

Having gratefully announced his re+
covery, the writer of the letter adds.—
“Since then I always keepr this medi-
cine in the house. When any of my
family .are il we resort to it, and it
never fails us. /'You can publish my
statement that other ‘sufferers may
hear-of it. Yours truly, (signed) Wil
liam Parry, Pork Butcher, 435 New
Chester Road, Rock Ferry, near Liver-
pool. December 20th, 1892.” :

Another man tells a similar story—
the history of eight years instead of
twelve, to be sure. Yet eight years are
quite enough to be filled with physical
and mental distress. Pain in the chest.
sides and gtomach; the eruchation of
sour, frothy water; being so inflated
with wind that he was obliged to loos-
en “his. dlothing; loss of appetite and
sleep, and the uselessness of all medi-
cal treafiment, etc.—this is the sub-
stance of what he was cailled upon to
pass through.

He, too, at last heard of this medi-
cine, and used it. “Now,” he says, “I
am- altogether a new man, and my
health is better than ever. (Signed)
Charles Appleyard, ILedsham, near
South  Milford, Yorkshire.  February
9th, 1893."

‘So run the stories of illness and re-
covery—thousands of them in England
—thousands of them everywhere. The
same dreadful indigestion and dyspep-
sia (the curse of the race), and the
same cure in every case in which it has
been'  tried—Mother Seigel’s Curative
Syrup. |

NEW NORTH BEND CHURCH.

A meétdns of the members of the~
Coburg street church was held’ in
Union bhall, north end, last evening,

| W. A, Barnes in the chair. A large-

number of those present had taken
their letters of .dismissal from the Co.
burg street church, for the purpose of
organizing a church in ‘the north end.
The following was agreed to:

We, the undersigned disciples of Christ,

hereby agree to form ourselves imto an or-
ganigation to be known as

ity in its ¢
trines, ordinances and its life,-and to this
end may we enjoy the abiding influence of
the- ‘Holy Spirit.

The foMowing officers were appoint-
ed:" Blder, R..'W. Stevenson; deacons,
John Currie and'J. W. Barnes; tréa-
surer, James 8. Filagior; ol;erk,--Bymn

D. Lingley, !

Tt was decided to hold a profracted
meeting, beginning on ' the 13th'inst
The movement for the' estabshment
‘of this ohurch has met with great suc-

/ -

.{.r' ” .f- #

But'& mere thrilling story. The deuhl sty {
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QUARTER, - INTERNATIONAL
BERIES, JANUARY. 19. . =
“Text 'of the Lésson: Like Iif,, 15-28~
Golden Text: “Bohold the Lamib of God
ﬁieb the Sin of : the ﬁrl(!—l&hn
| 1., 20. ; '

| 26 And as the people wers In ex-<
i pectation’ and all men: mused in their
hearts of John whether he were the
Chbrist or not.” John wasg in the de-
. 8erts till the day of his showing unto
Israel (chapter 1, 80). Then in God's
atvpointed time the word of God came’
. unto John in the wilderness, and he
; went forth to preach the baptism of
repentance for the remission of ' sins
(ckapter i, .2, 3). The effect upon
meny of the people was simply that of
suspense and debating as to whether
John was the Christ or not. '‘See mar-
gin. Some. of them asked him if he
was the Christ or Elijah or that pro-
| Phet. They need not have debated
the question, nor  have remained in
suspense, had they reasoned much as
to who John was had they been truly
expecting Him whom John preached.
18. -“John answered, saying unto
them all : I indeed baptize you with
water, .but one mightier than I cometh,
the latchet of whose shoes I am not
worthy to unloose.  He shall baptize:
you 'with the Holy Ghost and with
fire.”” John said that he was neither’
Elijah nor Christ nor the prophet, but
only a voice=to be heard and not seen
| —cying, “Make straight the way of the
Lerd.” - And so . he cried, ‘“‘Behold, the
i Lamb of God !” (John i, 21, 23, 29, 36.)1
When afterward they told John that
all 'were following Jesus, NHe said:
“This. my joy, therefore, is fulfilled.
He must increase,. but I must
| crease.” (John fii. 29, 80.) This beauti-’
ful spirit of John which seeks nothing
. for gelf, but aims only to magnify the
Lcrd, is very much to be desired and'
is within our reach, for it is the Spirit
of Christ himself, who ncver sought
. His own will nor His own glory (John
.V, 30; vi, 38; vii, 50.) He is ready to fill
‘us with His Spirit (Luke xi, 13), and
FHe will when we are ready by His
' grece fo lve His life (II Cor. iv. 10,
)it

17, ““Whose fan is in His hand, and
He will' thoroughly purge His floor
and will gather ‘the wheat into His
garner, but the chaff He will burn
with fire ‘unquenchable.” The bap-
| tism of Israel with the Holy Spirit and
+ with fire will be at the harvest time,
| the end of this age (Math. xiii, 40-43;
Isa. xliv, 8; Mal. iii, 2), but individual
believers may ‘and should be filled with
the Spirit ‘now, and they may also
know somewhat of the experience of
fire, for there is much dross in us to
be consumed. “The unquenchable fire
is, however, the same as the Tord
Fimself referred to in Mark ix, 43-48;
Math. xiii, 42. See also Rev. xiv, 9-11.
18. “And many, other things in his
exhortation preached he unto the!

among the other things, John preach-

also chapter i, 34); that He was sent
0f God; that He spake the words of

{ hath life, but he that receives not the
wrath of God; that a man can receive|
nothing except it be given him from

'heaven_ and that it is a great honor !
t

to be a friend of the Bridegroom, even
' of Jesus Christ. Elsewhere He taught
that repentance is nothing unless it
is proved to be real by works corre-
sponding there to. We may listen to!
preaching as spund and Christ honor-

fing as that of John, but we read that '

"even the words of God will not profit
thcse who hear it unless they believe
it (Heb. iv,; 2).

19. “But Herod, the. tetrarch, being
reproved by jhim for Herodias, his
brothers Phillip’s wife, and for all the .
evils which Herod had done.” The par-
ticulars of this will be found in Mark .

Herod believed John to be a just and
hely man, heard him gladly and did
many things. Some would say. there-
fore; that John might have done more
for Herod if he had kept his favor'
and been gentle with him and not re-
buked his sin, but the true servant of
God has no thought of pleasing men!
s0 as to keep their favor, even though
they be as great as Herod (Gal. i, 10).
QOur one and constant aim must be to
please Him who has given us so great
a trust as His gospel (IT Thess. ii, 4).

20 “Added yet this above all—that
he shut up John in prison.” 'This was
no new expeflence for a prophet of
the Lord, as a king of Judah put Han-
ani in pricon because of the Lord’s mes-
age through him. Micaiah was smitten
put in prison-asd fed on bread and
water because he was faithful to God.
Jeremiah also was smitten and im-
prisoned in the dungeon (II Chron.
xvi, 10; xviil, 23, 26; Jer. xxxvii, 15).
The Lord Jesus told His apostles very
plainly that they ‘must not fear tribu-
lation. impriscnment or even ' death
(Jchn' xvi,» 1, 2, 33; Rev. ii, 10; Math.
X, 28). In Jas. v, 10, we read that the
prophets are to us an example of suf-
.fering, afiiiction and of patience, and
in II Pet. ii, 21-23 our Lord Himself
is spoken of as our example in these
thzml.g'?'l\low, when all the people were
baptized, it came to pass that, Jesus
also being baptized and praying, the
heaven was opened.” Luke is the only
ne who speaks of Jesus praying at
g!ls baptism. He spent much time in
prayer. How can we do His works
without it ? Matthew tells us that
John at first objected to baptizing
Bim on account of his (John’s) greater
need, but that Jesus replied, saying:
“Suffer it .to be so-now to fulfill all
righteousness” Math, iii, 14, 15). Jesus
was and is righteousness itself and
becomes our righteousness when we
accept Him (Rom: x, 4; IT Cor. v, 21).
See heawven opened in John i; Acts vii,
x; Rev. iv, xix, and Ezek. i

22. “And the Hely Ghost descended
‘in a bodily shape like a dove upon
Him, and a .voice came from heav
which said : 'Thou art My teloved Sén.
In Thee I am well pleased.” He was
and is the true ark, where only the
dcvelike Spirit finds perfect rest. At
Pentecost we read of tongues of fire
in conection with the Spirit coming
uron the disciples, but Christ needed
no fire, He was alwgys and in all
things well pleasing to God. If we
are willing to live His life, He will by
His Spirit work in us that which is
svell pleasing in Hig sight (II Cor. iv,
11: v, 9; Rom. xii. 1, 2; Heb. xiil, 21).
 His life had but omne aim—to .glorify
, Gods | : : i R

de-} |

people.” In John iii, 2-36, we find that, !

ed that Jesus is the Son of God (see !

vi, 17-20, where it is also written that '
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THE MONROE DOCTRINE:

—

Senator Lodge Delivers His Set
Speech on the Subject.

e

‘Washington, Dec. 30—’1‘&5 committee
of the senate today passed into the
control of the republicans. The change
in - the political complexion of the
committee. was effected by the adop-
tion of a resolution organizing the
committee as agreed to by the repub-
lican: and democratic steering com-
mittees. The populists, with the ex-
ception of Mr. Kyle of South Dakota,
declined to vote, and the republicans
having a plurality of the senate ere
thus enabled to adopt the resolution
by a vote of 30 to 28. Mr. Kyle voted
, With the democrats against the re-
organizatiom. A two hours’ debate
Itollowed the adoption of the resolu-
tion, the purpose of which 'was mainly
political. The democrats, under the
leadership of Senator Gorman, ably
: seconded by Senator Harris, attempt-
ied to show that the re-organization
| was effected by an alliance between
the republicans and populists, conten-
ding' that the silence of the latter,
making possible ' the re-onganization,
1ndic&tgd acquiescence, They /also
insinuated that the republican as
gumption of control saddled them with
responsibility of legislation.

The populists, led by Senator Allen,
Nebraska, ang Senator Butler, North
Carolina, denibd that they were in any
! fashion responsible for the result
{ The republicans, under the leader-
i Ship of Senator Mitchell, chairman of
‘the republican steering committee,
and assisted by Senators Hoar, {Hale,
! Allison and Chandler, combatt the
‘ argument of the democraie by assert-
ing most emphatically that the popu-
i lists had even refused to make any
| suggestions as to their committee as-
signments and & a matter of - fact,
had been left by the re-organization
in the positiohs to which they -had

{
i

! control of the
licans ‘strongly protested also against
. being held responsible for legislation.
| Before the re-organization, Senator
: Lo%e, who has made a brillian Tepu-
i tatibn as an historical biographer, de-
livered an address on the Monroe doc-
{ trine. 'He treated it from an histori-
! cal standpoint and gave an exhaus-
: tive skétch of the origin and progress
of the dispute o6ver the Venezuela
boundary. Although in temperate
language, he took the ground that un-
less the United States insists that
Venezuela’s dispute with Great Brit-
ain Should be submitted to friendly
arbitration, they would surrender the
essence, spirit and vital principle of
; the Monroe doctrine, which, he con-
tended, was as essential to the safety
and welfare of the Americas as the
; balance of power was to thé safety
i and welfare of European nations.

| Senator Lodge, Massachusetts,” oc-
:cu.pied the floor for nearly two hours
] today in a speech on’the Monroe doc-
{ trine, During the progress of Mr.
| Lodge’s remarks,” Senor Mendonca, the
i Brazilian minister, with his wife, en-
;tered the diplomatic gallery and re-
mained -until Mr. Lodge had complet-
ed his speech,

! 'Mr. Hall, democrat, New/ York, in-
i terrupted@ Mr. l.odge to ask whether
! Venezuela had gver declined arbitra-
i tion.

i The Massachusetts senator replied
tthat on the contrary, she had for
i years been persistent in her desire to
submit, the whole controversy to
friendly arbitration. It was true,.
however, that Venezuela had declin-
ed a compromise offered by Great Bri-
; tain because it gave the English. gov-
j ernment the right of free navigatiom
on the Orinoco river. A

In answer to Mr. Chandler, he said
that he had been unable to find a trace
of the alleged Indian treaties on which
some ‘of the English claim was based.
He remarked sarcastically that they
}must be “concealed in the British
! came,"”
| Senator Voorhees presented in the
Senate today a communication from
Senor V. J. unﬂngue;, charde d’af-
fairs of the Argentine legation in this
city, bearing upon the relations  be-
tween Argentinag and the United
States as effected by the tariff which
it is proposed to levy on wool under
the house revenue bill.' Senor Dom-
inguez says: -

“If, as vis apparent, the United
States wishes to cultivate closer re-
lations with the South' Admérican re-
publics, it would be greatly¥ to be de:
sired that this market should not be
shut up to one of the chief products
of the Argentine republic.”

Mr. Dominguez calls attention to
the fact that the principal European
nations admit South American wool
free of duty and asks how, if congress
desires friendly and closer . relations
between this sountry and other Amer-
fcan  states, it can pass .a measure
which will exclude from this market
the chief product of one of the South
American countries. After some de-
 bate the communication was referred
to the senate committee on finance.
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