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TOmi-

BIXTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, MONTREAL, 1889, 17

nent and best informed authorities, stating “ thag it.was not the in-
tention to-adopt the peouliar religiong opinions, or follow the usages
of the old religious, military fraternities, but o create and adopt a
Masonio military degree of their own to be known gg « Knights Tem.
plars.”

In its present form, U, 8, Templary can haye 70 pretension to be
considered ag repregenting the o]q order, hence the mistake of

asgociating the degrees of the two countries ag meaning one and the
same.

XVIIIL.—The advances made by the English Templars g fow
yoars ago towards an alliance proved unsatisfactory, ag the views
adopted by our United States fratres did not i essentials assimilate
with those of the Empire;—the originators of thejr system chose to
found it altogether on Cratt Freema.sonry. al

nd they are now 80 con-
nected they cannot pe separated to \amalgamate with 5 system not

equally s0;—the formula of 5 reception into the degreog based on the
ancient Templar ceremonies and Trinitarian Christian beljef are
totally different in structure, usages and creed from thap of Templary
based upon Craty Freemasonry.

The purely Masonio Templar system can be compared to little
else than what might be calleq a frantic effort after the rea] thing,
with a sort of pkotograph of it to start upon ”—pyg which in many
instances hag degenerated into g burlesque of the original idea, how-.
over well “got up” anq enjoyable ag g public dramatic military
8pectacle, but is not; Templary,

XIX. It 18 well to bear in ming that the Masonio high degrees
Wwere the production of Masonio enthusiasts, ambitioyg and desirous o
im a Parentage for Freemasonry from the extinot religious mili.
tary traternities, ang who concooted the “ Myth » that the old Tem.-
plar order stin existed, preserved in the Masonic fraternity—bug it
isa mere delusion to Buppose that speculative Masonry refers to, or
represents the origina] seotarian and trinitarian Christion order of
the Temple or that of St. John of Jerusalem, The circumstance of
formerly conferring the modern degrees ‘““under Craft Warrants,”
6nly meant, having the charter in the room during the Templar

oeremonies, go ag,to give them sufficient authority ag an adopted
Masonio body,

To speak of Templary ag an order of Freemasonry is simply ridj.

oulous, The order of the Temple existed for centuries apart from

masonry, withount any known connection, farther thapn that the
old Knights Templar employed the ancient oraft ag workmen, and
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