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4 CONTINUED

No; MT. Diirand would never be com-
' pletely exonerated’ till the true culprit
was found and all explanations made.
1 bhad therefore been simply fighting
his" battles when 1 pointed out what I
thought to be the weak place in their
present theory, and, sore as I felt in

t') < ontemplation of my seemingly heart-

. less action, I was not the unimpres-
sionable, addle-pated nonentity I must
have seemed. to the inspector.

Yet my comfort was small and the

“young patient was much greater than
1 had anticipated. I blushed as 1 ap-
proached to take my placedat Miss
Grey's bedside, and. had her Tather
been as suspicious of me at that mo-
ment as | was of him, I am sure that I
should have fared badly in his thoughts.

But he was not on the watch for my
emotions. He was simoly relieved to
see me back. I noticed this immed}-
ately; also that something had occurred
during my absence which absorbed his
thought and filled him with anxiety.

A Western Union envelope lay at his
feet—proof that be had just received a
telegram. This under ordinary circum-
stances would not have occasioned me
a second thought, sueh a man being
naturally the recipignt of all sorts of
communications from all parts of the
world, but at this crisis, with the worm
of a half stifled doubt still gnawing at
my heart, everything that occurred to
him took on importance and roused
questions.

When he had left the room, Miss
‘Grey mnestled up to me with the seem-
ingly ingenuous remark:

“Poor papa! Something disturbs him.
He will not tell me what. T suppose he
}thinks I am not strong enough to share
| his troubles, but I shall be soon. Don’t
| you see I am gaining every day?”

{ “Indeed I do,” was my hearty re-
isponse. In face of sich a sweet con-
ifidence and open affection doubt van-

ished, and I was able to give all my
{ thoughts to her.

“I wish papa felt as sure of this as

{you do,” she said. “For some reason
‘he does not seem to take any comfort
| from-my improvement. When Dr. Fre-
|ligh says, ‘Well, well, we are getting
jon finely today!” 1 notice that he does
not look less anxious, nor does he even
meet these encouraging words with a
smile. Haven't you noticed it? He
looks as careworn and troubled about
me now as he did the first day I was
taken sick. "'Why should he? Is it be-
cause he has lost so many children he
cannot believegin. his good fortune  at
having the most insignificant of all left
to him?”

I
i

-effort it took to face Mr. Grey and my |

few days? I decided that I would only
be impressing my own doubts upbn
fiim after a rebuke which should have
allayed them.

Yet when Mr. Grey came to take his
departure I wished that the inspector
might have been a witness to his emo-
tion, if only to give me one of his very
excellent explanations. The parting
was more like that of one who sees no
immediate promise of return than of a
traveler who intends to limit his stay
to a few days. He looked her in the
eyes and kissed her a dozen times,
each time with an air of heartbreak

< whiclr was good neither for-her nor for

fihmself, and when he finally tore him-
self away it was to look back at her
from the door with -an expression I

“was glad she did not see or it would

(f?‘miuly have interfered with the
promise she had made to concentfate
all iék energies on getting well.

What was at-the root of his extreme
grief at leaving her? Did he fear the
person he was going to meet or were
his plans such as involved a much
longer stay than he had mentioned?
Did he even mean to return gt all?

Ah, that was the question! Did he
intend to return or had I been the un-
conscious witness of a flight?

CHAPTER XVIL

FEW days later three men were

closeted in the district attor-

ney’s office. Two of them were

officials—the district attorney
himself and our old friend the inspect-
or. 'Fhe third was the detective,
Sweetwater, chosen by them to keep
watch on Mr. Grey.

Sweetwater had just come to town.
This was evident from the gripsack he
had set down in a corner on emntering:
also from a certain tousled appearance
which bespoke hasty rising and but
few facilities for proper attention to
his person. These details counted lit-
tle, however, in the astonishment cre-
ated by his manner. For a hardy chap
he looked strangely nervous and indis-
posed—so much so that after the first
short greeting the inspector asked him
what was up and if he had had an-
other Fairbrother house experience.

He replied with a, decided no; that
it was not his adventiure which had up-
set him, but the news he had to bring.

Here he glanced at every door and
window, and then, leaning forward
over the table at which the two offi-
cials sat, he brought his head as near-
Iy to them as possible and whispered
five words.

They produced a most unhappy sen-
sation. Both the men, hardened as
they were by duties which soon sap

“I do -not know your father very | the sensibilities, started and turned as

well,” 1 protested,
what is going on in his mind, but he
must see that you are quite a different
girl from what you were a week ago
and that, if nothdng unforeseen hap-
pens,
ter of a week or two longer.”

“Oh, how I love to hear you say that!
To be well again! To read letters!” she
murmured, “and to write them!” And

“and cannot judge | pale as the speaker himself.

your recovery will only be a mat- |

I saw the delicate hand falter up to

pinch the precious packet awaiting that
happy hour. I did not like to discuss
her father with her, so took this oppor-
tunity to turn the conversation aside
Into safer channels.
proceeded far before Mr. Grey return-
ed and, taking his stand at the foot of
the bed, remarked; after a moment's
gloomy contemplation of his daugh-
ter’s face:

“You are better today, the doctor
says. I have just been telephoning to
bim. But do you feel well enough for
me to leave you for a few days? There
js a man I must see —must go to, if you
have no dread of being left alone with
your good nurse and the doctor's con-
stant attendance.”

Miss Grey looked startled. Doubt-
less she found it difficult to understand
what man in this strange country could
interest her father enough to induce
him to leave her while he was yet Ia-
boring under such solicitude. But a
smile speedily took the place of her
look of surprised inquiry, and she af-
fectionately exclaimed:

“Oh, I haven't the least dread in the
world, not now, See, I can hold-up my
arms. Go, papa, go; it will give me a
chance to surprise you with my good
Ioo?s when you come back.”

He turned abruptly away. He was
suffering from an emotion deeper than
Be cared to acknowledge. But he gain-
ed control over himself speedily and,

i back, d with forced

“I shall have to go tonight. I have no
choice. Promise me that you will not
go back in my absence; that you will
strive to get well; that you will put all
your mind into striving to get well.”

@ ndeed, 1 will,” she answered, a lit-
{le frightened by the feeling he show-
ed. “Don’t worry so much. I have
more than oné reasow for living, papa.”

He shook his head and went immedi-
ately to make his preparations for de-
His daughter gave one poh.

in you”
!ultuy.dhty tolethelnlmctnr
know that Mr.

But we had not |

Then the
distriet attorney, with one glance at
| the inspector, rose and locked the door.
It was a prelude to this tale which

{ I give, not as it came from his mouth,

“I want you to get me a room at a very
quict hotel.”

but as it was afterward related to me.

The language, 1 fear, is mostly my

own. i

The detective had just been with
Mr. Grey to the coast of Maine. Why
there will presently appear. His task
had been to follow this gentleman, and
follow him he did. ;

Mr. Grey was a very stately man,
difficult of approach, and was absorbed
besides by some overwhelming care.
But this fellow was one in a thousand
and somehow during the trip be man-
aged to do him some little service,
which drew the attention ‘of the great
sman to himself. This done, he so im-
proved his opportunity that the two
were goon on the best of terms, and he
learned that the Englishman was with-

out a valet; and, being unaccustomed '

to move about withont one, felt the
awkwardness of his position very
much. This gave Sweetwater his cue,

and wheén he found that the services

of such a man were wanted only dur-
ing’ the present trip and for the han-
dling of affairs quite apart from per-
sopal attendance upon the gentleman

himself, he showed such an honest de- _

+sire to A1 the place, and made out
to give such a good account of himself,

: work before reaching C—.
JIhis was a great stroke of
thought, he._ little

s

¢

that he found himself engaged for the ]

. be !

station at which Mr.
him to stop, be not

practical matters and his extreme anx-
ety to see all that was going on about
him without being himself sgen. There
was method in (his curiosity, too mueb

" method. Women did not interest him

in the least. They could pass and re-
pass without arousing his ntﬂma..
but the a man P

way, he shrank from him ouly to t-&
tray the greatest curiosity concerning
him the moment he feit it safe to turn
and observe him Al of ‘which con-
vinced Sweetwater that the English-
man's errand was in connection with a
man whom he equally dreaded and de-
sired to meet.

Of this he was made abaohm-ly cer-
tain a little later.
ing the with the rest of the arriv-
als Mr. Grey said:

“lw-n!youlo‘t-lmeamomnn
very quiet hotel. This dove, you are 1o
hunt up the man whose name you will
find written in this paper, and when
you have found him make up your
mind how it will be possible for me to
get a good look at him without his get-

ting any sort of a look at me. De this |

and you will earn a week’'s salary in
one day.” ;

Sweetwater, with his head in air and
Bis “heaft on Gre—fof “Allers were
looking very promising indeed—took
the paper and put it in his pocket; then
he began to hunt for a hotel. Not -till
be had found what he wished and in-
stalled the Englishman in his room
did he venture to open the precious
memorandum and read the name be
had been speculating over for an bour.
It was not the one he had anticipated,
but it came near to it. It was that of
James Wellgood.

Satisfied ;now that he had a ticklisb
matter to handle, he prepared for it,
with his usual enthusiasm and circum-
spection,

Sauntering out into the strecl. I
strolled first toward the postoffice. The
train on which he had just come had
been a mail train, and he calculated
that he would find half the townthers.

His calculation was a correct one
The store was crowded with people
Taking his place in the line drawn up
before the postoffice window. he await-
ed his turn and when it came shouted
ont the name which was his ooe talis-
man—James Wellgood.

The m: behind the boxes was used
to the n > and reached out a hand
toward a box unusually well stacked,
but stopped halfway there and gave
Sweetwater a sharp look.

“Wheo are yo he asked.

“A stranger.” that young man put in
volubly, “looking for James Welizood.
1 thought perhaps you could tell me
where to find him. 1 see that his let-
ters pass through this office.”

"\'ou're taking up another man’s
time,” complained the postmaster. He
probably alluded to the man whose el-
bow Sweetwater felt boring into his
back. “Ask Dick over there; he knows
him.”

The detective was glad enough 16 es
cape and ask Dick. But he was better
pleased yet when Dick, a fellow with
a squint whose hand was always in
the sugar, told him that Mr. Wellzood
would probably be in for his mail in
a few minutes. “That is his buggy
standing before the drug store on the
opposite side of the way.”

So, he had netted Jones’ quondam
waiter at the first cast! *“Lucky™ was
what he said to himself. “Still lucky!

Sauntering to the door, he watched

. for the owner of that buggy. He had
learned, as such fellows do, that there
was a secret hue and cry after this
very man by the New York police;
that he was supposed by some to be
Sears himself. In this way he would
be look the very man
whose steps he had foliowed through
the Fairbrother house a few nizhts be-
fore and through whose resolute 2o
tiop bg—had very nearly run the lﬁ‘
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And that in thﬂwf.-
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written agreement as provided in_the
preceding paragraph hieveof.

3- That in addition to the cash bonus
{aforesaid, the land required for said |

- manufactory and iis purposes and a

At an adjourned regular and monthly
session of the “un-up.zl Council of
the village of Su . held in the town
hall in said vil'age on Monday the
fourtcentis-day of—Septem ber, one
thousand nine hondred and cight, at
the ordinary hour of mieetings of said

. Ill u‘ufmm ¥ with the pre-
code of the

Province of Quehu. at which meet-

ing were preseat Messrs.

Leon E.

Dyer, Frank L. Safford, wrge N.
Thompson, James H. Sm Moise
Bonneau, Lewis L. Jenne and Adam
G. E man, all Councillors under
the presidency of the Mayer.

It was ordained and resolved by

By-law as follows, to-wit :

BY-LAW NO. 39

A By-law to provide for the granting

i

of aid he C. C. Manuel & Sons Co.
for the construction_and _est hment
of a plant for the manufac < and
making of vencer in ni-
cipalinvef t age of to
rarse e lunds aecessary for that pur-
pose

Whereas the ,said C: C. Manoel &
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M an average seventy-five persons,
ut forty per cent. of whom will be
the balance boys and girls, and

at least the stim.of two hund-

sand dollars in wages of opera-
ives during the
date of the payment
<aid bonus of

t is to say

ten vears from the
to them of the
three thousand dollars,

that during said term of

ten years they will pay an averag
amount for such wages cachyear the
sum of twentv thousand dolkars.
They wiil give, grant and consent
3 £ i4

fulfitment of said obli
favor of the said Corpor-

1o secure the a

wons o an
stion of age of Sutton, upon the
avment to m of said bonus of three
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2:  That in consequehce said sum of
three thousand dollars shali be and is
hercby given and granted to said C. C.
Manuel, & Sons Co. by this. munici-

#pal 1y for the purpose of aiding thenyin/

‘rallway ﬂdmg with the
Canadian P Railway be and is
also hereby given and granted to said
C. C. Manuel & Sons Co. under the
same conditions as ahove expressed:
The rernital for the rails.of said siding to
de paid by C. C. Manuel & Sons Co.

3. That in consequence also of the |
estzblishment of said industry the lands
and the buildings to be erected thereon
together with all fixed machioery shall
be and are hereby exempted from muni-
cipal taxition g water rates during
the term of ten years above stated.

5. That the said corporation-of the

village of Sutton shall have the right at
the end of each vear, dating from the
payment of the said bonus and thé ex-
ecution of said mortgage 10 examine by
and through its Council and officials

the books of said C. C. Manuel & Sons
refegring to pav rolls ot oper-

here,
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for the
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the
Man-

ing of all municiﬁll electors, who
are proprmon, of the said Village of
| Sutton, is bereby convened tp be held in.
the Town Hall, in said Villige of Sut-
ton, on THURSDAY, the Eighth day
Yof “October now nen 1908, at ter
o'clock in the (wemxm, for the said
purrose of approving or disapproving
said By-faw No. 39, as provided by
law.

Given at Sutton, Que., this sixteents
day of Séptember, one thousand nine
hundred and cight.

(Signed) C. L

- R. TagTRE,
Secretary-Treasurer..
C. U. R. Tazse,
Secretary-Treasuree:

(True copy)
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