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I 7. Every believer is commanded to be faithful to improve every 

n;u tn,c"f wl),C 1 18 bestowed on him ; in order to which, there
i * S08!*1. freedom that the church may know 

particular pift is, that it may be improved in its pro- 
‘ and to its right end, viz. the glory of God and the good
; '7 !,eTn; a,K tl:ichurch 01,?bt to be subject to such improve- 

moms : 1 Peter 4. 10, 11, and 5.5; 1 Tim. 4. 14; 1 Cor. 12
and 14 chapters.

8. l out there is a mutual obligation between minister and peo-
• * Y.,,e to «dmm.ster in thing, religious and spiritual, accord-

, thc Slfts G°d ba* given. The church to communicate of 
their temporal or worldly substance for his comfort and support 
and that by an equality, as nearly ns can he ascertained, that one 
may not be burthened and another cased. But this is not to be 
; !YC d fo^ce or compulsion, or by the sword of civil power • 
nit is to be a free-will offering agreeably to the scripture of 
nith. And every member deficient in this matter ou<»ht to he 

disciplined by gospel rule, ns for any other breach of covenant, or 
neglect of performing Christian duty : 2 Cor. 8 
10. 7 ; Rom. 15. 27 ; 1 Cor. 9.
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. THE COVENANT.

now, in the presence of the great, all-seeing and 
od, and before angels and men, give up ourselves to 
BHOVAii, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and acknow­

ledge him tins day to be our God, our Father, our Saviour, and 
our Leader, and receive Him as our portion for ever 
,”e ogives to the Lord Jesus Christ, and engage to

adhere to him ns the head of his people in the covenant of grace, 
and relv on him as our Prophet, Priest, and King, to bring 
eternal blessedness. 6

We acknowledge our everlasting and indispensable obligations 
to glorify God, by living a holy, righteous, mid godly life, in this 
present world, in all our several places and relations ; and we rn- 
gage, by the assistance of the Divine Spirit, to improve our lime, 
strength, talents, and advantages to his glorv and the good of our 
fellow-men ; promising, by divine help, to walk in our houses as 
bemunes those professing godliness, and to maintain the worship 
ot tjrod in our families, and to train up those under our care in the 
ways of religion and virtue.

We also give up ourselves to one another in covenant, promis­
ing to conduct ourselves towards each other as brethren in Christ, 
watching over one another in thc love of God, (reproving, rebuk­
ing and admonishing one another for good as occasion mai/ re­
quire ; and if we at any time know that any of the members of the 
church are guilty of immoral conduct, that we will not expose them 
by tattling U to others, but will faithfully labour with them, ar- 
cording to the direction oj our Lord : Mat. 18. 15—17 ; that sin 
may he put away from among us, and that iniquity may not l,e 
harboured in lue church,) and to watch not only against the most
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