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ABSTRACT of the fundamental rules by which the
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1. To consider each applicant for relief as entitled to charity, 
until a careful examination proves the contrary.

2. To give relief only after a personal investigation of each
case, by visitation and enquiry. . , 0 ..

3. To relieve no one except through the Visitor of the section
in which the applicant lives. . . ,

4. To give necessary articles, and only what is immediately
necessary.

5. To give what is least susceptible of abuse.
6 To give only in small quantities, and in proportion only to 

nniediate need ; and of coarser quality than might be procured 
y labour, except in cases of sickness.

7. To give assistance at the right moment ; not to prolong it 
beyond the duration of the necessity which calls for it ; but to 
extend, restrict, and modify relief according to that necessity.

8. To require of each beneficiary abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors as a drink ; of such as have young children of a proper 
age, that they be kept at school, unless prevented by unavoidable 
circumstances; and that those of suitable years be apprenticed 
to some trade, or sent to service. The design being to make the 
poor a party to their own improvement and elevation, the wilful 
violation or disregard of these rules, shall debar them from fur-
ther r^°^ve nQ aid t0 per8ons who, from infirmity, imbecility, 
old age, or any other cause, are likely to continue unable to earn 
their own support, and consequently to be permanently depend
ent, except in extreme cases for two or three days, or until they 

be referred to the Commissioners of the Poor, or to the 
Churches to which they belong.

10 To discontinue relief to all who manifest a purpose to de
pend on alms, rather than on their own exertions for support, and 
whose further maintenance would be incompatible with their good 
and the objects of the Institution.

In all cases of want coming to the knowledge of the Visitors, 
they will be expected to perform the same duties, although no 
application has been made. It shall be their duty, moreover, to 
render a written report of their labours, and also an account ot 
their disbursements, to their respective Committees, at the stated 
monthly meeting. No Visitor neglecting these duties will be en
titled to draw on the funds of the Association.

Most of the Rules will, doubtless, commend themselves at once 
to approval. As it respects others, the propriety of which may 

ppear less obvious, the following brief explanations are offered.
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