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Christianity and ^gnostici/^^

Leotores deUvored by thHW-^Jamee Slmpeon, at^St. Peter**

Oathedral, Ofaarlcuttetowxi, P. B. I ^-^

[Id Allowijig na to pnbliab Ui«m Irctare*,
th* Rev. Jmbm Sinoira baa Mked ua to
Mate that they an littia mor« than com-
pilatioB*. Many of Uir argumento, and
often whole paawagea are taken lYom the
following worke : Cbrialianitjr in relation
to Science and Morals" bj Caaon Maccoll.
"ReaMna for believing in Obrietianitv" by
Canon Bow. "The Cbalcedonian Drbree''
by BeT J. Fnlton. "Evidenoes of Cbriit-

tiaaity'' by Pal<^. "Addre^ees on the Se-
aarrection" by Bev T. P. Bing. "Christ
•nil modern Uobelier by Bev. B. U. Mc-
Kim. "Is not this the Christ" by Bev. G.
J. Ridgeway. "The Church in relation to
Sceptics" by Bt/ A. J. Harrisons Md
otherri.]

I. MODnV UaBKUlF AVD a RCASOirABLI
Faith.

No one can be blind to the fltct, that
unbelief in its various forms is very pre>
valent in the present day. Periedice' are
ftail of articles dealing with Athristf). 6<«a-
larism. Agnosticism and Free Th,ught.
Newfipnpers are oontiouaily ioHening insi*

dious little paragraphs scoffing at miracles,

Sne^tioning the inspiration of Sciiptore,
•^^ing the rcnurreotion of Our Lora, re-

jeetmg: the po^xibiiities of an hereafter.
Novel-> tre written for the ezpresM purpose
of airing the (Jonbu and unbelief of the
various characters; wherever a number of
men gather together, the conversation not
infrequently develops into a religious or
anti-religion* di'CUHsion ; so turn where
we will, read what we will, we are con-
stantly confronted with the question, is

GhrLaianity true or false? Shall I believe
in it or not.

Now, nnbelievers may be divided rough-
ly irato three chwses. Fin>t, there are
those—* comparatively small number—

who have really ftudied the question,
more or lesn deeply, and have come to the
oonclnaion that tM evidence in favor of
Christiaatty is not snfficirnt for tbeni to ac-
cept it. This claM comprises many
learned men, who itre often pointed to in
triumph by their followers a" '*the deepest
thinkers of the day." Bat wci must re-

member that there are others, who are
quits as deep thinkers, and tu more nu-
merous, who still maintain an unflinching
belief in the verities of the Chrictian
aith.

The second class consists of those who
don't wish to believe—careless liverx, who
dnd pleasure in sin and are only too glad
to pernuads themselves that there is no
Ood, no Christ, no hereafter—for
thereby thsy are relieved from the obli-

l^ion of iMdini; good lives, and can con-
tinue to sin with an easv conscienot.
These are often lood-monthed in their scolft
and questionings, as if they were thus de
sirons of drowning the stiH, small voice
within. The thinf class is made up, for
the most part, of those who have been led
away by the speooua arguments they hear
trova others, or by articles they have rnul
in magasineo, and have thus had their
fkith undermined, and in some oases des-
troyed. Many of these lament the state
they are in, and would give a good deal to
have their fliith back strong and drm of
old. The fault here is that they are in-
clined to belifre all they hear and read
aninst Christianity, without enquiring*
what there is to be said on the other akie.
Think what doubts mi«;ht be set at rest,
what dHBcuIties solved, what peace of
mind restored, if those who are tons un-
settled were to say to themselves, "This
argument seems convincing, bat I will not
accept it until I have heard the-other side
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