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thfin th^.^o ih.U wrote it. We must, however, prefer Moso« to

Coloiiao, who wo;:l'i tell us that Suchah—fk roof or coverin,?, \*

the fjoneric term of which tent and booth are species, comp. i

Kiiv^M XX. : 13-16; Job xxxvi. : 29.

Secondly,— I have ulrciidy shown that there were no such num-

bei-3 of the Israelites, and no they would not need so many tonta.

77i». /y,—Colcnso la a;(ain mistaken when he says they had no

tenia in E^'vj.t. The statements about door-posts and lintcU

apply quite ^as well to tents, as to houses of brick or stone. Th«

chief employment of the Israelites was that of shepherd'*, whoiw

defli isolation was, "sMc/i as aVd// in fenfs."—Gen. iv. 20; Cant.

I.: 8; I Chron. 1V.4I, v. O-IO.

Kor is it true that they could only have hair or skins to coTer

their tent.^. If they could imiko scarlet, and fineHwined linen,

lUty could makt' li,-,'ht coverings for tents—and we have no reaaou

to say tilt y did not.

We shall have occasion to notice in another place the assump-

tion that the Israelites ha<l u<' warning, or time to pre[)are. before

tlit-y left K.'ypt. We notice, in pas^fin;^. that centuries before,

they hud warnii.,' of their leaving.—Gen. xv. : 11, xi.vi. : 4;

Kxodus ni. : 10.

FourllUij.—tharc is no evidence that overy one. or e»on a large

fraction of all Israel dwelt in tents. The text referred to, readn

thiis :
—

•• This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded : Gath'ir of it

f ,-.;rv man according to his eating, an omer for every man, accort^-

ill-- lu the number of your persons ; take ye every num for them

which are in his tents.'' Antongst a people migrating there are

alwavs those who are tender, and those who are strong. Th»

fjrm'er, such Jis women and children, and the old, require tents, th-?

others can do without them. Hence, the direction here given is

three-fold. First, every man is to gather what is needed, "accord-

ini' to his eating." Second, how nmch on an average, "an cmjer

for every man."' Third, those in charge of tents are to provide

<• for them which are in his tents." This last part of the eommand

beautifully teaches that the tender—the feeble—the dependiMit

—

»hould be duly cared for "in the tents,"

As to the carrying of the tents, 1 suppose the Egyptians would

b« glad to give them wagons, or anything else, to take them out as

M Ihey did to bring them in. When they gave them their jewels,

they would willingly give them anything to get rid of them, for

Mi'i they} " We be all dead meu." There were other onimnli t^
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