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The ElRhteonth Century
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liniillul I'.iMwl limiiniir. t.) r.ilU. iiilimli', iii'l

inMiii. t tiKir -iKC. I'lif iuiliii'-.hi|. Kit ...ri

imuiil lo the c oiu liiriiDii ol .i ihird [apcr, the

(y';/.i»<//<j«, whin It icHcil. Itut hy tlii^ «l.ito

(Ociolxr IJIJ) the l-.-.H.i>, .!•. .1 hr-mih of lh.it

'inncmoiH way ot Misc.ll.incoii-. WriUiii;' upon

the mtroiluicr of whirh l.onl >li.ilu-.liiirv

iiivokf* iroim; l)cni'ih( iioti. li.nl liniiiil it-.

s|)iMial fiirm, i lorm .uliini ihU .I'liploil l"r
;

short -.w.iIIdw Hi^ht-. of iriliuMii, l.pi lumior

out thar.irtcr ilr.iwiiiK, ,inil lor -,o< i.il s.uiro.

It was produced, allrr Addi^oii and Stc< k-,

liy many inferior • liaiuU ,
' Iml, lor the pre«:iil,

«f may lci\c it until it w.is nmcd, with a

personal note and renewed ahihty, iimUr tlii'

pens of Holdsinitli and Johnson.

In tile first years ol (Jui-en .\nne, a Inish

seems to have fallen i:pon the poets ; and, save

for a rumblinj; epii: or so by lll.irkinore, and a

worthless miscellany by W y< herley, the Muses

nii-iit have been in exile with the Stuarts.

Addison, mdeed, put forth his over-praised
.

Cimfiir^'ii. Trior, too, was foned by piracy

into a premature ai)pearan( e ; but his lull dress

revelation was not made until Anne hail

lieen for four years indubitably dead. Odilly

enough, it is with the .S/f./.;/,-/- that is con

nei teil the first notable ettort of that superlative

artificer who, lor more than three decides lo

(oiiie, held the first place in Knnlish verse, and

inriuenced its voii e for a lon.;er [leriod still.

lowards the end •( 1711. .\d(hson reviewed,

and certainly not, oh i!i:> occasion, with 'faint

prii^e,' wh.u he t. niKil ,1 Mislti-piece m its

kuul.' It w.'s the "ork of .1 \oiith of twenty,

iioiied Alexmder I'opr, .: I . nied at occupy-

ma. 111 iMi^ii- . much iIk- - hh -iioniid ,1^ the

,t>i /Wth.i ol Hornc, or peril. ip to spe.ik

h; /',"/(.//(.• ol lioiluaii,

th It while llor.M e iiid the

kciii tiieir precei'ts l.)r their

inatutity, their Kn,i;li>h unit itur, when he ]iro-

i ceded a nietrii al le,i,'i-l.ilor, w.is .inly ju^l out of

his teens, N.iturally ehoiiuh, I'.ipes wurk was

a ,.'//.', Iiiit it was a o >/f' ol e\lraor.lin.iry

in-eniiity ;
and Mr S|.e. I.u.m. iMtii his full-

bolt.iiiied win, '"i.'^'" Jiistilialily n.xi ( )ly'n|Man

appio'..'.! ol the skill wiih win. h the \outhlul

poet's (onplels wen- made t.) e\einiilily the

errors they condenine.l. I he lines -

riic-f /'./III.' s .'../,.,
. ..I .nv ir mil,'.

'!!::; ;:f; til;- /. :' l!iv :.'-" /'.-../. tirc,

Willi.. / A,~;/r, liuii W^-'l''- .Vi'l '/' h™-
.\iil KM i." Wc.r.U .,11 tr.-i.i. m ..lie ...ill Line :

no less than the well kiDwn

iii..r.' ir.-i is.Iv

Willi thi. .111!. 1.

I'Uii. h critic

A «,,./.'. II ./iVcinj'mx/ 'n.i. ilii

,1 n.iuii.U-.l mi.iIm-, .I1.1;;' 11' l.iijl
Ih.ii Ilk.

jI.ih;

(ertainly, as Ad.lisoii idimis. 'would h.ue

been very mil. h a. Inured 111 an .\i.ii.iu

I'oet praise which lull, justilie.i .Mr I'ope

in ofkring to .Steele's perii«lii .d his next per

forin.iiKe, the ' s.u red K. lo^ue ' entitled //'.•

MnMil/i {Sftililln'. No. ,(7**), which he li.id

modelled upon VirKil's /'///,'. .Mudi of his

siibse.iuent work, ol whu h It is not here th.

i.l.iie to spe.ik, wis of this inntaled or ailapte.l

kind. Itiit Ihe pre.iHious A'.-xn e« t'////.v."i

iiuist have m.ide it abundantly < lear to everv

reader of mtelliKence that its author had .dreadv

entered the arena (uUy armed is a metrist, .111.

1

neeil.-d nothing but a theme to his hand.

During his long litc...fy .utivity, he was for

tunate enough, on more tli.in one ooasion, to

fi.id such a theme, lie found it in the Haw less

jewel work of the h'.if- "f "" /"•<
,
he lound

it in tl.; terribl ' Kpic of the Humes he found

it, unanswerably and triuniphaiUly, in the .1/.''.;/

KuiiVi and the .S',;/;rc. niiJ KfiM-i. I.astiv.

with leave of all the Henlleys, alive or de.i.l.

he fouml it in that paraphrase of Homer, win. h

has stimulated more Homer lovers thin th.-

critics would lare to count. It niiy In- tru.-

that Ills version is ' a [iretty poem, but must 11. it

be called ll.nner ;'
it may be true that it is

hiiii puteiH.-.

WIktc \\i1s. Mill Htrtifs, IH.ne thi'ir ^kill 111 Itiici.

.\n.| ^;l..ll .\tliill.-' Kl.i.|Ui'nci- .l.illl sll"»

A- II M'. ('ciit.utr tr.iiiu-il liini, hut Itiiilf.lii I

but It is, at least, a magiiiliceiit perlormaiu .-,

Willi h. .Is one of Tope's own riv.ils. Trol.ssi.r

I'onin-Mn, I1.1-, .idmitteil, by the 'i.iliii. m.ijesiK.

tlott
' ol Us l.uigu.ige, c.irries on its re.iders ' ,is

irresisliMv -'s llonier'j own couKI do, were the\

; born readers ..I tireek;' and lilK their minds

•with a conieption of the heroic .i-e. not

:
indeed strntly trui', but almost as lu.ii ihe

truth .Is that wIim li was inlertaiiied h\ \ ii;;il

hulls, li.' It was in this prolonged .iiid leiliinis

task th.it Tope perlecte.l the lieroii louplet

whuh he h.id ciiight liom l>r\.len. .md win. h

I i, hi-, duel present to Ills own time, .ind t.)

' posterity. I.ike Johnsop he has suMered from

the public imp.itience bei. ueii ol iinil.itors wiio

I

only <opie.l Ins defects; anil it iii.iy ]ierli.\ps be

! iir.mted, ev.n by a devotee, tli.it his stvle, like

I

the style of .Macaulay, grows wearisome it

i taken in inimo(ierate doses. Ikil u is ^,i^.> '.o

j

select, from the Ef'st/e /. Arbuthiu't .done,

I
do/eiis of [i.iss.iges whi. h, in spile ol the


