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It may bo couvciiicnt ami proniablo to rccjucst tho aiivico of

neighbourijif; churches of Christ. Act* i. 21—20 ; vi. 3

—

<; : Mat. xviii. 15— 18 ; AcIh xv. 1—31 ; 1 Cor. v. 1— .'{

;

Kom. xvi. 17 ; 1 Thess. v. U ; 2 Thcss. iii. 0.

.'». A Ijishop or I'^.ldcr lialh no more power to decide anv
case or controversy in tlio church tium any ])rivatc brother :

yet they havinij; superior nlfts ibr tcachin^r mul rulin;,', ou^'ht

to exercise and improve the samf for tho benefit of tlie

church
;
and the church ought to be subject to the gifts be-

stowed on the minister from tlie Lord, while he is rightly

administering in his place, whose place it is to lead in the

actings of the church, and to administer the ordinances of

the gospel, and to devote himself to the work of teaching,

warning, rebuking, and exhorting the people, publicly, and
from house to house. Mat. xx. 2.3—20 ; 1 Pet. v. ;3 : Mat.
\xviii. 10, 20 ; Acts xx. 20, 28, 31 ; 1 Thcss. v. 12, 13;

Heb. xiii. 17.

• (). The Deacon's office or work is to take care of the poor,

and to have tlie oversight of the temporal affairs of the

church, and to minister at the Lord's table. Acts. vi. 1—o
;

1 Tim. iii. 8—14.

7. Every believer is commanded to be faithful to improve
every gift and talent which is bestowed on him ; in order to

which, there ought to be sucli a gospel freedom that the

church may know where every particular gift is, that it may
be improvod in its proper place, and to its right end, viz. the

glory of God and the good of his people ; and the church

ought to be subject to such improvements. 1 Pet. iv. 10,

tl ; V. 5 ; 1 Tim. iv. 14; 1 Cor. xii. and xiv. chapters
;

Kom. .xii. 4—8
; Ephes. iv. 7—13.

8. There is a mutual obligation between minister and
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