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on -which these facts a'*e based, are traceable tliroughout

the whole course of intemperance
;
and the assertion, that

•'alcohol is an evil," is |il;iv.v.a far beyond the sliirhtcst

shadow of adoi'bt, whether viewed from its effeeis on indi-

vidual cases, or taken collectively.

It is now impo.-sible to state when fermented lic^uors

were invented, or at what thne adulteration was first

practised. But if we bi; permitted to take, as an example,

the cases of Noah and Lot, we must unavoidably arrive at

the conclusion, that one of thos„ processes must have

existed even at that early period, otherwise it will be

difficult to conjecture whence the intoxicating propei ies of

wine were derived.

The rapid proLrros< of luxury soor increased the appetite

for intoxicating drinks, which will be seen in the great

attention that was paid to the cultivation of the vine and

Other ddlcious fruits.

In the time of Homer the vine grew wild in the island

of Sicily, and on the adjacent continent. But soon these

things assumed a diffevLMit aspect
;

'' for a thousand years

afterwards, Italy could boast, that out of the fourscore

most generous and celebrated wines, more than two thirds

were produced from her own soil." This statement, liowever,

can only refer to the '" more celebrated wines, as Pliny

asserts, that in his time, the luxurious Bomans had no less

than one hundred and ninety-five varieties (»f wines in

general use." And you may behold the same spirit of per-

severing industry pursued m other countries of Europe, in

which, for ages, the vine has flourished in rich luxuriance,

but in the time of St -abo, were considered incapable of

ripening the grape, owing to their severe climate.

Beer, also, was known at a very early period, and i: said


