
And the present War. 65

^.ously high in consequence of its presence there the
gentlemen of that city were induced to deny themselves
ot every luxury, and to engage while the fleet lay there
1.0 eat nothing but salt provisions in their families Thearmy for the expedition, including two regiments from^ew England, numbered 7,000 men, a force about equal
o that which afterwards reduced Quebec. Through the

loss, however, of several ships, and of one thousand men
upon the north coast of the St. Lawrence, between thJ
Soven Islands and Cape des Monts, the Admiral, SirHovenden Walker, lost heart, and retreated with the
remainder of the fine army on board, without having
Righted Quebec

;
and a force, which the colonies had senl

by Lake Champlain against Montreal, had in consequence
to retreat also without effecting anything. Durin- tha*summer about one-fifth part of the whole inhabitants of
Massachusetts, capable of bearing arms, were iu the payof that province, and the like proportion were employed
.or two or three years successively in the next war with
F ranee. Plow could Canada ever equal this, or the pre-
vious sacrifices mentioned ? In alluding, in glowine
terms, to the efforts which were made by the colonists
about this time, Governor Plutchinson says : «I cannotavoid reflecting also upon the heavy burdens which the
province subjected itself to during this war, I supposebeyond d.ose of any other ten years from the' first fettle,
ment. The castle and other fortifications at Boston, the
severa forts in the eastern country, the various expensive
^^vped.tions actually prosecuted, and the preparationsmade for others, added to the constant defence of theextensive frontiers, and to the sapport of the civil govern-
rnent, without any relief or compensation from the Crown
certam y rnust have occasioned such an annual burden aswas not felt by any other subjects of Great Britain, and


