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THE PREFACE.

A VERY bright and portentous Star Laving arisen in the
East, making glad the hearts of God's people and urging the
fnends of Zion to unusual and almost miraculous exertions in
spreading the glad tidings of salvation among the distant na-
tions of the earth; the compiler of the following sheets, ani-
mated by this blessed eastern prospect, can no longer with-
hold the smaU discovery that has been made of a rising Star
in the West, from the knowledge of those who are zealous
and anxious to behold the returning Messiah coming «in his
own glory and the glory of the Father," attended by all the
samts,- which star may in the issue, turn out to be the star of
Jacob, and become a guide to the long suffering and despised
descendants of that eminent patriarch, to find the once hum-
ble babe of Bethlehem,- as the ^vise men of the east were of
old directed in their distant course, to discover in the stable
and the manger, the great object of their adoration, joy and
Iwpe^ even him who «wa« bom king of the Jews"
For more than two centuries, have the aborigines ofAmeri^

ca engaged the avarice and contempt of those who are com,
nionly called the enlightened nations of the old worid. These
natives of this wilderness have been always considered by
them as savages and barbarians, and therefore have given


