
moilcratioii, i.ml ripublici on virtu.-. To Mimcoiic wli.i cilcil the rcm.irk
nt t.i rupubhr. to Altx iiultr II..milt"ii. tin- l.itt.T nplii-il th.it. in liin
opmiofi, vvii.it republics inu.t dciicridcl on «-.i^ c .rriip! .M(.iiti.-^.|uifu,
huvvcvcr. W.1-, pcrk'ctiy ,'lit in p..<nil,iii,i^r p,i|,|ie Mrt „ ih ii cmliiioti'
of tiic pcnii.inciicc.if rcpiiolics. If tlu- ulfctor.iti- .i^ .i »linle is corrupt
repub'raii institutions will \v of sliort rlunition On the other h.iml
Hamiu.m was not altoijothLT « n m^' in his fliiij; as to ilic necessity of
corruption. Tbtrc is no absolute Ci..iitia.lictiou iK-twcen tlif two viJ«s ;

the one relers to the conclitions lor thu ixisUiu,- of a republi. , ilie other
to the comliticuis necessary as things ,iru to tlie carrvint; on of the work
of ;^ovcriiment. T: .• more public virtue there is, th'.' less need will

'
re

be for resorting to llamilion's prescription for keipin- the niachiiun of
government goiii';. Raise the level of public virtue .in. I certain tilings
which are now .mly cl.me fr.jin int.'resteil an.l selfish m.itivcs will be
.loii.,' from disinter.s;ed and unselfish .mcs. Kaise th.- level of public
virtue and better laws will be |)asse.l, ami once passed will be observe I,

not ev.ided. Kai.sc the level of public virtue an.l the whole p.ilincal
system will work with t;iealer power towards better ends. Hut mean-
time many comi 'omises that would not look well in broad .laylieht liave
to be made.

Sir Henr>- Maine speaks with ^;reat sevcritv of the abject flattery
a ninistercil to the multitude by those who woulil win its favour. To

lm, however, is this mainly a reproach ? It is indeed to be regretted
.at the populace shoiiM not have a m..re delicate taste in this matter

than the moiiarchs and other great ones of the past bef.irc whom men of
mtellcct used to debase themselves

; but what arc we to think of the
more or less e.lui tc.l gentlemen wli.) purvey the stuff? If the people
would take a f measure of themselves they would be aided by
referring to a boi liat never flatters, and that knows nothing of party
views. They woul.l there find such utterances as these :

" Why do . , . the people imagine a vain thing ?
"

• • •

" Where no counsel is, the people fail."
• • •

" Where there is no vision, the people perish."
• • •

" The people that know their good shall be stron"
"

• • •

" The people that do not understand shall fall
"

• • •

I do not imagine that in relation to the problems of to-day " the people
"

of today enjoy any advantage over " the people ' of the times of Daniel
or Hosca. In simpler times there were simpler problems; the problems
of our time tax the wisdom of the wisest ; so that now, as ever, the people
need to take heed against imagining vain things and against acting
without counsel or vision. To believ" in their own ir, dlibility is a sure
way of falling into hurtful errors. Vet something like this state of mind


