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taincd. It is still, in those regions, the party in whose ranks

rcspectahle, steady, pious, well-conducted men are to be looked

for. If you find yourself dining with one of " the best people
"

in any New England city, or in Philadelphia, or in Cincinnati,

Cleveland, Chicago, or Minneapolis, you assume that the guest

sitting next you is a Republican, almost as confidently as in

English county society you would assume your neighbour to be

a Tory ; that is to say, you may sometimes be wrong, but in foui"

cases out of five you will be right. In New York the pre-

sumption is weaker, though even there you will be right three

times out of five. One may say that all over the North, the

merchants, manufacturers, and professional men of the smaller

perhaps even more than of the larger towns, tend to be Republi-

cans. So too are the farmers, particularly in the North-west,

in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa. The work-

ing class in the cities is di^dded, but the more solid part of it,

the church-goers and total abstainers, are generally Republicans,

A number, still large, though of course daily diminishing, are

soldiers of the Civil War ; and those naturally rally to the old

flaci;. When turning south^vards one reaches the borders of the

old slave States, everything is changed. In Baltimore the best

people are so generally Democrats that when you meet a Re-

publican in society you ask whether he is not an immigrant

from New England. In Virginia, or the Carolinas, or the Gulf

States, very few men of good standing belong to the Republican

party, which consists of the lately enfranchised negroes, of a cer-

tain number of whites, seldom well regarded, who organize and
use the negro vote, and who some twenty years ago were making
a good thin.f^ for themselves out of it ; of Federal officials, who
have been put into Federal places by their friends at Washing-

ton, on the undei'^tonding that they arc to work for the party,

and of a certain number of stray people, perhaps settlers from

the North, who have not yet renounced their former affiliations.

It is not easy for an educated man to remain a Republican in

the South, not only because the people he meets in society arc

Democrats, but because the Republican party managers are apt

to be black sheep.

In the Middle States, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,

to which one may for this purpose add Ohio and Indiana, and

on the Pacific slope, the parties are nearly balanced, and the

votes sways now this way now that, as the circumijority


