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judge of the height of our mission. If Mr. MoGee htMl not fallen on the battle-

field, his death is none the less glorious, "because as the consmumation of a grand

idea, of a grand principle, that of the Union of the colonies. As the heroes on the

field of battle, so the soldiers of grand causes are ever in danger, and great things

are never done except at the peril of the hves of those who accomplish them, and
nevertheless, his patriotism has made him disdain that danger, and the fear of

that danger never caused him to recoil in the struggle which he had undertaken
against those whoso hand struck him last night. (Hear, hear.) framings to him
had not been wanting, either publicly—through the press, or in the sinister form

of threatening letters ; but his great soul disdained these threats, and nothing, de-

lained him from the great task which he had undertaken. Truly, if that death.

i.s a glorious one for the country, it is a sensible and terrible loss for his family.

Even yesterday he presented a petition in favour of the representatives

and the family of a hero, that of Colonel De Salaberry. He told me what

he proposed to submit and to ask the House, to come to the aid of the descen-

dants or De Salaberry, and a few hours later he himself fell as a hero and left a

family without support, without hope, and without fortime. The name of D'Arcy

McGce will live in the History of Canada, and his death will mark the death of

Feuianism, for never has cause gained by assassination. No ! from Juliifj Carsar

to the Eienzi, down to Mr. Lincoln, never lias a cause succeeded by assasi<ination

;

and the death of their great men was the signal of the death of the cause of the

party t'nder the blows of which they fell, ajs the death of D'Arcy McGee will be

the signal ofthe death of the party which exercised its vengeance on him. 1 think •

that the murder of the Hon. Mr. McGee will have a happy influence upon Cana-

da, inasmuch as it vill force that spirit of disloyalty heretofore prevalent to dis-

appear, and inspire a horror of the party which gave it birth ; while, at the same

time, it will contribute to the glory and the greatness ofCanada. As happily has

been said, the Hon. Mr. Mc(Joe never di-^pbyed the least vanity, or prided

himself upon his transocndent talent. He was always mode-^t and affable

towards all, and never appeared to appreciate his own merit. He also had a gener-

ous heart. He was always ready to contribute to every charity or charitable

institution. I have often met him in Montreal in ceremonies and public celebra-

tions got up for the purpose of doing good and instilling charity, and he never

refused his aid or refused to draw on the eloquent fund of words which sprung

from the bottom of his heart in aid of tlie poor. On these occasions he always

seemed to be under the impression that he was only doing what another person

v.ould have done, and his good heart was equal to his modesty. The orphans and

unfortunates liave lost in him a great protoctor, but he also behind him leaves a

widow and some orphans. To-day we must perforce deplore his death. To-mor-
row, or at another sitting of the House, we will have a duty to fulfil towards his

nsemory and his family (hear, hear), and I am happy to see that the Govern-

ment ham already thought of au act of reparation, an act of justice ; and I am sure

that so far as the Province of Quebec is concerned, whatever sum the Govern-

ment proposes, that Province will heartily ccucivr in. The Hon. gentleman,

who«e speech vras delivered in French, seemed to be considerably affected, and was

listened to with marked attention.

Mr.R M.MACDONAJiD ( Luuenburgb, N. S.,) said : Mr. Speaker. I feel utterly

unaMe to express the feehngs which at this moment almost overpowers me. How
little did I dream when I beard the lamented deceased last night, that it would be

the last time this House would listen to him. TTatn I think that that active

teeming brain has oeased for ever to animate what is now but his odd clay, l^stand

aghast. It was my lot to be among those who viewed some political events from


