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** all Infults, when the Fortifications, which they

arc now diligently at work on, coinc to be
coiTipleatly hnirti'd. More than a hundred
Vcflels arrive here every Year from France to

** fifli for Cod, and employ the People of the
" Country to fifli for them in fmall Craft of
•* their own. Thofe Fifli they fait and dry from

the Beginning of June till O^okr, when they

all get ready to depart, every Veflcl for its

refpedtive Port. This Ifland produces fome
Grain likewife : But, tho' the Inhabitants are

more than 4000, they find their Account
much better in Firtiery than Hufbandry j and
confequently the Land lies wafte, they procu-

ring all Neceflliries in Exchange for their

Filh;*

Before I quit the French Writers upon this

Subjedl, it may not be amifs to make an Extradl

of the Value put upon this Ifland at its firft E-
ftabliihment, by a French Minifler,- M. de Pont-

chartrain, as we find it in a Letter to the Duke
de Grammont, dated Sept, 9, 171 3. We have

here bcfides a fhort Hiftory of the Beginning of

this Settlement, which in little more than 30
Years, has grown to be of the Confcqucnce we
fhall by and by mention,

" You will be perfuaded of the Attention I

" give to procure to the Merchailts that deal in

'* the Fifhery the Means of continuing it, when I

^' have informed you, that the King fent frbi;h

^' Rochefort^ in the Month of May lafV, one
** Frigate, to go and lay the firft Foundation of
** an Eflablifhment in Cape 6reton, where Fifh

** is much more abundant than in the Ifland of

<' Newfoundland^ apd where one may take the

Fiftv
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