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pcrty of the Englifh crown when Bombay was given to

King Charles the fecond ; but the Portuguefe delraudcd

us of it ; they, however, loft this ifland by the invafion

of the Marattas, who inhabit the continent bordering

on Bombay: they are a very formidable tribe of Gen-
toos, who have extended their dominions by dint of

arms. Their chief, or king, refides generally in the

mountains of Decan, at a fort called Haiee ; reported to

be the ftrongeft place in the univerfc : it is fo well and
powerfully guarded by nature, that no enemy can ap-

proach it, being furrounded by ftcep, inacceilible rocks.

In this fort the king, or mar-rajah, holds his court, and
lives in- great fplendor. He has long been the avowed
foe of the Moguls, Subahs, and Nabobs ; making war,

and concluding treaties, juft as he thought his intereft

might be beft promoted. The Marattas are all bred

to arms and agriculture : the ufe of the former they

learnt from the Europeans, though they depend greatly

on their targets, which will turn the ball of a piilol, and
even a mufquet from a diftance. Their ^ 'ords are ex-

cellent, with which they do great exec n, but their

mufqucts^re very indifferent. Their horfes are fmall,

a£fcive^ and will go through much fatigue. European
arts and manufactures receive little encouragement
among thefe people,who prefer thofe of their own coun-
try to the moft curious that can be fhewn them from
foreign parts.

(6.) In i5deg. 2omin. N. latitude, and 74 deg. 20
min. £. longitude from London, on an ifland, about 20

miles in length, and fix in breadth, ftands the large and
ftrong town of Goa, which is the principal place be-

longing to the Portuguefe in India: it was taken by
them A. D. 1508. It has the convenience of a fine

falt-water river, capable of receiving fhips of the greateft

burden, where they lie within a mile of the town. The
banks of the riv(:r are beautified with a great number
of handfonoe ftruftures, fuch as caftles, churches, and
gentlemens houfes. The air without the town is very

-unwholefome, for which reafon it is not fo well in-

habited as formerly. The viceroy's palace is a noble

building,


