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(jcntleriu'ii. of the Mcraintih Lihrarfj Association: —

I iiAVi: l;ik(Mi the "TciTitoryoi i)rcgon" tur llio

siihjiHt of this cvfMiiiiit's lecture. I propose to give

voii tlie maieriiil facts in relation to the couOicting

c'aims to this territory, .^hewing their origin — tlie

grounds upon wliich they are maintained— a sum-

mary of the principal arguments upon both sides—
the negociations for tlien* settlement— and the

present <tate of the (juestion. I shidl take the hherty

to add my own vieWv« relative to its final adjustment,

h would he nseless to attempt to conceal— what you

will doubtless soon discover— that the subject is a

A erv dry one, and will be treated in a very dry manner.

It is however, at the present time, one of great impor-

tane<' : for there seems to be a determination, among

some of those in )»ower, to have immediate action

u{)on it : and this action may go far to decide whether

our present amicable relations with Cireat Britain are

to be preserved.

Four powerful nations have put iorth claims to this

territory, viz:— ."^pain, Russia, (ircat Britain and


