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could escape tliat. Now, had she really testified this will-

ingness on the s(;iillfold, it would have argued nothing at all

but the weakness of a genial nature shrinking from the

instant approach of torment. And those will often pity-

that weakness most, who, in tlieir own persons, would
yield to it least. Meantime, there never was a calumny
uttered that drew loss support from the recorded circum-

stances. It rests upon no positive testimony, and it has a
weight of contradicting testimony to stem. And yet»

strange to say, M. Michelet, who at times seems to admire
the Maid of Arc as much as I do, is the one sole writer

amongst hev friends who lends some countenance to this

odious slander. His words are that, if she did not utter this

word recant with her lips, she uttered it in her heart.
*' Whether she said the word is uncertain ; but I affirm

that she thought it."

Now, I atfirm that she did not ; not in any sense of the

word '^ thought '' applicable to the case. Here is France
calumniating La Pucelle : here is England defending her,

M. Michelet can only mean that, on a priori principles,^!

every woman must be liable to such a weakness : that

Joanna was a woman ; ergo, that she was liable to such a

weakness. That is, he only supposes her to have uttered

the word by an argument which presumes it impossible for

anybody to have done otherwise. I, on the contrary, throw
the onus^'^ of the argument not on presumable tendencies

of nature, but on the known facts of that morning's execu-

tion, as recorded by multitudes. What else, I demand,
than mere weight of metal, absolute nobility of deport-

ment, broke the vast line of battle then arrayed against

her ? W^hat else but her meek, saintly demeanor won from
the enemies, that cill now had believed her a witch, tears of

rapturous admiration?" "Ten thousand men," says M.
Michelet himself, " ten thousand men wept ;" and of these

ten thousand the majority were political enemies knitted

together by cords of superstition. What else was it but

her constancy, united with her angelic gentleness, that

61. A priori principles : General or necessary principles. Ergo

:

therefore.
62. Onus : The burden. More often, onus probandi, the burden of

proving.


