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WHS iu»t ii sii.'!! Ill' [iliistii' cxuilati'iii ov iiillu^inn any-

wlicrr. Ill two casi'M of innuiiuil licinia tlif oniciitimi

ii|i|K'anMl imlill'crciit ami iiiiairoctcil ; in chic tlicrc was

wi'll-iiiiirUfil Idealized suliaeiitc peritonitis al'tt'i' iiieoni-

|il<'ti' reduction of (lie hernia; i'l tin' otlieis t lie i;i'eat oiiii'ii-

tuni did not uxti-nd liolow the uinliilicus, idtliouj.di

tlion,' was |ilastic oxiidation around the oiieration-wound.

A ease of chronic eholccystilis, Icadiiii,' to eiiipyoiiia of

the fj;all-l)]a(hli.'r and |iorforative jicritonitis (auain a

iMnrphy hutton case), showed neither old nor ro'ciit

adhesions of the omentum. Doubtless 1 mi.Ldit niulti|ily

examples. 1 have, however, ^dveii you eiioujih to show

tliat tlie omentum does not hy any means neeo.ssarily

send out proee.sses to eover over anti adhere to inllained

abdoi! '

I areas, ft is not merely a f|uesti(in of the

(pialily '., the inllammation that determines the adhe-

sions. ITere are at least a few examples in wlii<h plastic

and iiilhesive exudation mii;ht easily have lieen set up

—only the omentum did not inanajjie to find its way

to the injured area, and as a eonsei(Uenee no adhesions

developed. There is no such protective sendinf,' out

or wanderiufi or ehemiotaxis of i»ortioiis tif the omen-

tum to eover over and shield areas of injury and iii-

Hammation.

It cannot he urged that the omentum broods like a

benefieent Providence over the alidominal contents,

dcaceniling to minister help where it is needed and to

arrest the spread of harmful inllammation. For in the

first jtlace, as I liave just remarked, there are inllani-

mations and inllammations—where there is very acute

di.sturba,nce, or where, again, as in tyjihoid and the later

stages of exhausting illness, the reactive power of the

organism has sunk to a very low ebb, a serous ratlier

than a leukocytic and fibrinous exudation obtains; and

where this is the case there can be no adhesions, even

though the omentum be lying over the area of injury.


