
PREFAl E TO THE HIXTH EDITION

Thi8 book, uf which five previotw etlitiutitt buve uppeured, was tbo

oatoome of a stmng belief which Mr. Jarobson held for many yeani,

that a work on <i|H'iativc suip-i v wliich uimt'tl at beiii<r iimro rnniprt'lu'ii-

>i\\f in Hcopf and fiillt-r in detail than those already |iu1)lislied. would be

of service to many who had icMi nlly hvt'n apiiointed to liosjiital stalTs,

and to those who were working; lor the higher examinations. For thcHe

this bouk is specially intended, and, as the authors have {xiinted out

here aud there, some of the reconuneudatiuits made i'|)|<ly to those wh(t

have not a well-appointed i>ospital staff at their back.

l ime and space set a lin.ii to the operations whieh can tie deaeribed.

Ihercfore preference is j;iven to those we hav .niind mo^*' iMteful.

In the s[)eciai departments of sii'u'ery si' i as tlinw ..i thi' ' ear

and throat, gyna;(<>lof;y and orthopatlics. .uly the im}«*trtant well-

established oiK'ratioiis wliieh a general surgeon can safely pei, . ui are

considered here, uud no attempt is made to compete with i!»'irt**e8 on
these special subjects.

In this 'dition we have endeavoured to save spat'e and umi' !!• -

repetition l)y devoting sjH'cial ehapteis to " the exaiiiinai !nn. p
and after-treatment of the patient.

"

The whole book has been carefully revised and a great d al . is

been entirely rewritten ; this applies especially to the secti' ou
Abdominal Surgery, and the chapters on the Surgery of the kf A-
Vessels, and of the Brain. Ear, Nose and Throat.

We are well aware that the hook will, from time to time, i-ij^,. -«

much alteration. '1 his is uuavoidalile in a subject so progressiv.^ a

changeful a- iiaxlern surgery ; it is especially unavoiilable when a

desires to do full justice to the work th)nc by the crowd of laboun i

engaged in the same field at the present time. Many of the method

sttffiested in these pages will, later on, be rejected, but it is only by
submitting novelties and suggestions to the one true test, that of time,

that we shall know liow many are really worthy to 8urvi\'e. If this

book aids in bringing about the application of this test, it will not have
failed, altogether, in its purpose.

The plan of the ])()ok, witli whii li some judges found fault, remains

unchanged. Mr. Jacobsou adopted the division by regions deliberately,

desiring that those for whom the book is intended should study the

anatomy of each region at the same time as the account of the operations.

In this edition it has been found convenient to insert the section on the

Leg in the first volume, so that the increasing claims of abdominal

BUi^ery could be adequately met in the second volume.

To our great regret Mr. Jacobson has been unable to continue the

laburiooa and brilliant work which buUt up this book and nuuntained
T


