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Just then dcs Liipoaulx, iiiMiiualiii- advocalc of abu^e!>,
entered tiie cabinet.

!i^.^'",*f*^'"^'
^^""'" ^" "'>' ^'""^stituent.s Your Excellency."'

"Wait!" returned His Excellency, and turning' from his
private secretary, he drew dcs Lui)eaulx to a window. "tJive
up that arrondis.senicnt to lue, my dear fellow; vou shall
have the title of Count, an(' I will pay your debt.-".

And—and if I am .-till in ollicc after nc'xt'election, 1 will find
a way of ])ultiiig you in with a batch to be made a peer of
France."

"\ou are a man of honor; I accept."'

And so it came to pass that Clement Chardin des Lupoaulx,
whose father was ennobled by Louis X\'., and bore iiuartcrlij

;

of the first, anjcnt, u wulf s<ihlr, nuissuiil. carniimj a lamb,
gules; of the sceoinl, piirpiir. three bitek-les anjeut. two and
one; of the third, barrij of sir. ;ju!es and ar^init; of the
fourth, gules, a euducens wingnl and wreathed with serpents,
vert; with four gritlins' claws for supporters; and i:\ i.ci-i-s

IN iiisToKiA for a motto. mana,<:cd to surmount his half-
burlestpic escutcheon with a Count"s coronet.

Towards the end of December ls;5(), Jxisiiiess brought Ra-
bourdin back to his old ollicc. The whole department had
heen shaken by changes from top to bottom; ami the revolu-
tion affected the messengers more than anvbodv else they
are never very fond of new faces. Kimwing all the people in
the place. Ral)our(lin had come early in the morning, and so
chanced to overhear a conversation between Laurent's
nephews, for AntoiiK- had lieen pensioned.

''Well, how is your chief?"

"Don't speak of him: I can make nothing of him. He
rings to ask whether I have seen his pocket-handkerchief or
liis snuff-box. He does not keep people waiting, but ha> them
shown in at once ; he has not the least dignity, in fact. I mv-
.«elf am o])liged to say. 'Why. sir. the Count, your predecessor.
in the interests of authority, used to whittle his armchair with
a penknife to make people believe that he worked.* Tn short,
he makes a regular muddle of it; the place does not know


