
just so suroly will tlic coming ccntuiy set' ii ?iniil;ir social iniprovcnicnt,

whcnliy tlic social conditions of the Ricat mass of mankind will be
inipixi\c(l, ;nul to a simihir extent as were nuitcrial conditions during
the i)ast centurj', and the ^roup of men who wrought the former change
will also be responsible for the greater change that is to come.

The lawyer and the politician have adinittedly failed to solve the
iiulii>trial relations of man to man ami tiie relations between capital

and labor. The very (lualilications of iniTid and training that liave

I'liabl.'d the enpineer to so successfully >;rasi) and solve any problen>

set before him will be called upon and required to solve and to deal

with what will be, after the war, the greatest probl«n which we have
to face.

We find already many of the executives of large industrial concerns

beinji chi>seii from our own profession and more and more will the men
who ha\e reccivi^l a thorough training in technical matters be called

to tlie high pt)sitions in industrial affairs. Tliis will mean the oi)ening

up of a scope for the profession, giving rise to a future that will place

the technical man in control of the industrial Ufe of the nation. Coin-
cident with tliat is arriving a condition whereby the engineer must,
besides dntwinK plans and sj>ecifications, give his advice in connection
with financini; of an,\' industrial or enniiuci'ins undertaking, so that

the time is coming, and \ei-y soon, tliut the eni^incer instead of receiving

the reward that capital is willing to ofTer, will walk hand in hand with
the capitalist, on an equal footing, and will share in the rewards that

the ether has heretofore enjoyed.
In view of such enticing prospects and possibilities for the individual,

what limit is there to our development as a profession if we but act in

unison: Here we a' , a powerful legion with all the potential attributes

of mind, heait and sou! to cair^- us to undreametl of heights of eminence,

and how far we shall rise ts a ])rofession is only limited by the minimum
amoimt of effort wliich each and eveiy one of us is prepared to give in

conjunction with his fellows to make what is reasonably possible a
living reality.

.\iid sfvaking from knowledge, gained by experience in my relations

witli \i>u, gciitKmen of the (Uta«a Branch, \'ou who have been lead(>rs

in the affairs of the Society in the pa.st, I know full well that in the

for\vard movement leading to t he exaltation of the profession, you are

certain to play a very important and a very prominent part.
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