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the room, desirous of giving them an opportunity

of looking it over together. Upon my return

they were still sitting with the packet lying

before them.

Frank raised his head and exclaimed: "Andy,
I feel like Rip Van Winkle."

"Frank, the Pennsylvania Railroad oflScials

have slept just about as long."

"Well, tell us what you want."

"I don't want anything. I did not ask to

see you. You asked to see me."

"Don't talk that way. What do you want .»

We wish to make an arrangement satisfactory

to you. We did not know these things were

going on. We can hardly believe it; but we
shall now find out. Tell us what you think

we ought to do."

I said: "Gentlemen, all we have ever asked

was that the rates charged us shall be at all

times as low as those which competit s on
other lines are paying on the same articles for

similar distances. We ask for nothing else.

Other lines are carrying freight for our com-
petitors cheaper than you are carrying it for us,

and you take part of this freight at the cut

rates. We cannot stand that. We have never

asked for lower rates than our competitors,

but we shall never rest satisfied with less.'*


