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.April 28th.] B. C. 607ô. [Jer. Xxxv: 12-19.
TUE IOCHABITESe

May 5th.] B. C. 5S8. [Jer. uiI : 1-11.
TIR CAPTI VITY 0F JUDAIH.

GOLnr,ý< Tr,-T.- Wl Vc il, t rec, iae iîaatrUttiOe G;oi.in<TRT-"J.rqîlî )at? PriéVO'tItv *inl-
to lfaerki' il tca ,aay torde 1 8aith lhe~ Lord:z" verse 13. 17id ; tu refore sIue jr euaar Lamuentations 1 :8.

Rlouî RoknhKs.-M. Je.r. 34 :1-22. T. 2 K~in
10: 15-2,5. IV. Num. 6: 1-12 Th. Jor. 35 -1-19. P.
Prov. 1: 20-23. 8, Jar. 7: 21-31. S. Jar. Il: 1-11.

This iitory et' tlas Rechabites beloiags te ana carlior
date tin last lesson. Iecraisiao aîrne
*occurcd lu the roizn ut' Jeluinkiua. tabout threc
pears beoure bis deiith. Thlott. it ire mal, se ratil
if, arias ittende'l te seravc te purîtese of tan illustra-
tion. differing frein al parable ait tlaatt the reai Iter-
son:iges tire intreiluced. Saaoh il ".tii tas .Tonn.h
aras te te Sinevites %as this exhaibition of obedience
atadiadbernce to îarieciîales- a retîroot' anmd ait ex-

tamplo te the Jetos. 'rTe scone ir laid in tte court
ef the tot le, v. 2, te give it due solceuity, îandl
tlaat it irai.î t cuave y i totqeon tu (lie jtriests IL itIl
as the pteple. W11t ai'Uaî THtaSa' l<.ca ?au A

anrdering tribe belonging tu te Ketts ut lie
mth, t Vitrain. 2 - : deoendî,nts et' flaîtb, Mtoses'

b-otler-ia-raî.v. Judîtos t - ii. 'ihey utrigîai-
alty ointe jute C.nitai %vitla tlau Isr:aelite.t. brat,
irastead of'soitla:tg doivaa. a'ltse il rata itîg tua', dîvetl-
ing iu teuts. .Iud 4 : 1 *. .Iehla.tiid.a b latre eniatracteal
jîîa-'Iab, of'the bouse ot' Iechitb, sot-!acs to aa e îoe r-
ganiizod tîtena into iî, peculiaar s"ct, atbout Su<> veurs
befure tiais tinte, and ltqtiîd tieria togetlae-r by îî
soleaxin vois(i). Te drink nu %vinae. ( ). 'fo btîild
ne balusas. (1). Te satas ne seei. (4-. 'l'ielarî lia
touts. rnuit Jehonadtîb iras çzoetas far ataaal tl?îears

inx 2 Rings 191. 15-.2, and that the llcchaliîs re-
na'ined t'iith'ti ta their veo dtaring ail tîxit long

jacriod iheugla living in a lîand avlare aviane waS as
plenttt ul as wator.is oleirlystiited ira tle aaurraitives

TItt., -naie the 7rora'f the Lord: nluri ng one eof
the invasions ot' Nebuclaîdiaczîar, arboit flic Rocha-
bites htad sa)ught a. tetnpnritry asyluan an Jcrnstaloni.
The idea et' taking advaatage et' their ;treseîtce ini
thas wity dîd ro, originale asitb Jçrexnialî, it caille
front thei Lord, v', t. '-o Jereah h:id no sruples
about it, kttear that ho rau ne risk in plîauingr teiiîp-
tatacu lu tlseim way. althouxih it Put tbe ltechîibites I
ta ase'cme test. lad it been atny une cIsc, they

wol aercsented the attetpt te) tmpe r îvith
thein as ana insult buît Jeraii.h ! the Lrd 's prù.
pbet-had as gooâ as said te (them, "yeur vear enly
bound you te abstinence arîileI You roinained under
cauvas. noas that yoîs have cemane telve in Jorura-
lent, de as other pýoplc do. conte drink avine with
us." Hoîs mnauy yield te teniptataon by just such
plausible argumente I Hoav many travollers te thc

Boly Lnd cvcu now-a-days beave thoir religion
behind thein in Euro pe or Ainerion. I Net seo the
Rechabites. "We ail Idrinkue avine. "eenatlaneth

a Jeraniaa effers it te uis, - t'er thus Jona-tab tlic
son et' Rcchnb our fetther coinnanded us." That
aras noble I

APPLI(-rTIONe-.-<'io and tell thé mca et' Judah."
Sec boas the Recbabitea respect the vews laid tapun
(hem by a mn i he thenaselves. v. l 1, but yoat have
disobeyed your %laker-the fat ber et'lotir spirits.
Jenadab is long.rince dta.al. stili thcy obey: - td.
by bis prophetR bas been speaîking te you ail yeur
lives, Y. l; Nay, saith the Lord. .1 'l nysoif have
fpekon unte yee."1 v. Il. But ve avili net bear.
Tananatvosît tho Rechbahites -huall ;isc up injudgment
anad ceudeatn yceu-thi5 sanie argumntct used bo
Christ, Mn.tt. Il:21. Tha-refoe the Cbaldeanssbalî
destrey Jetsalerai anad yett youmsclses shalh ito iute
captivtty. Themeofere. aise, rnercy is premised ta the
Rechiabites. v. liS.
Lîaa&îty that voîrs should net bo rnsbly mnade, but

dcliberateiy a.nd front a sense aif duty It is botter
neot te vois than te velw and net pav. 'Ecoles. 5 :.
O0bedicuco te carthly parents is tLie firat coniuad-
tuent ssitb promise. Our Ilcavcnly Fater hu
%igher dlaims on Our revemeoce and service, Rocb.

12: 9, 28-29.

Jfeawi REAnîiNcs.-M. Jor. q7 :1-21. T. Jer. -OS:
1.28. W. Jor. '19 : -r. 1h. Jer. 52: I-11. P. 2
Chrun. dt6: 1,L-16. S. Lit. 1 :1-le. S. PB. 74: I: 2

Il ivas now ovcr 9W$ Yeats since the ojildren 0
Is etael liad lett lagyptîîaî bundiage. liow î.tatuy vici-
citudes tif' fortune lieid tlaey cxiaeriencedi1 Eîiaavug

1pro:'jparî0 su long ité tilacy served the (iod utf flaar
ftatlu'rs; freqauenatly "larought low' becatise of' their
iap)ostn.cy. The tuai tribus revulted B. 0. 9-s7f'. or 176
3 ('tars itter tieir occupation ut 1>île.tine. In the
3e ar 7-li thcy %vce cîarraod eatives iato Assyra.
Judahi and iletiainat hueld oaut fo<r t115 yeaars longer,
but aîî trecjuent ioiti!rvis.18, the kangdin had been in-
vaded by the neiglihoring naiosiirehis of Egyjat,
Apr;yrix&Nacvh and Biabyloa lotden. virtual'y
bast its aaationàility. becanue il provinee of Baabylon.
lu~ ltilag., ruietie1 b,ý the grincé of* Nehueliadnezzar

.aai are depuased ait his nod. 'l hoe wiaola. contu-
ttit3 bi.caiu ,teejelian corruption. The long

ti ireiateaaed jaidgeinu t adivanccl iapure.
zediek ita, fftaced un tlae tliroti ba' the tyrant of'

uii~ taa a.s flic lau-t %as king of' file nota' en-
fleld romanat of Juahah. lie woits taut even îîllow-

ed to. retiiin hîsb ooaî Mimne. irraî llv hltit 171iuh,
, {aîgjs 24. t . Altîjula lie enjîaya'd the advvn tagze

ut hoj ing Jercîaaualî tur a conaasullatr, te whnaon lie
atftenl lis-t2netd, bu. ianut (il resolution. nit her thau
îlcpraa aîy. wdded tu (lie unli' crsli aleg'-eerîcy ot'tho
peupale, ceoîubaraod tu otiect lais ruin. "lie dad evii

ila tho siglit ait' theu Lard. v. 2. Vecrse q. " 'Ih-.n-ugih
theta ltaflr of the 1.r. Iedekitla bail rade a.
saleian comapact ivitIa 'Neuclàtdie77itr. catlting lied

tu ivittie.ss, and taon.. 2t-,tinbt tlae exparess radaiec of
Jerenialî, ho rebLlod agaiast lain. ? ('latrn. 6:. li-
13. 'ru revoit laen.ddcd jaîrturt. 'rhey %vho doesuch
tlaings shaîl nut liraasîar. Ez'ek . 17 ï ii 'ro uake

îattcrs anotse for imaiseit', lac fouoishly made a league
wtth t king (if Fgypt the sworn enexny of' Nebu-

cltadnezzar. llew could ho thon expect mercy
frota tîat quarter ? "So i riaa'i te 84s tht Jeru-
atolena ai a'.pd v. 4. Duriug 13l innths the
siege contin.ocd, the people. îueanavbile. suffeming
faijm famniale as asciI as tit he hon-ors ot' aar v. ai.
At litst, when ro.4sance wts no loanger possible, they
resets ced to evîncuate the city under eawor ot' night,
not knuwing ashithur te go.hopingtava»teheia' te esctape
tIns saord. But the strong arin tliat had bel e a"i

Jcehoshsp)bat aasnot raasedan theircdefence. They
hzd faîrsaken Gud ; itnd noir God lias forsaken thein.
The Chitîdeans overtook iliem in tic plain ot' Jeri-
clle and slow thean. "%,ith. ait comupassion," 0 Chron.

6:1.Ail that esciaied the saverd avere camried
captives te Babylon : nmo'tg flic test, Zoeokiah arbu
-vils mtade te witnoss flac oxcution of lais sons. a.nd
thaon httd bis eyes put out, aras bnund lu chainp, and
iînîrisoeod fer lfe Sieanofet the Nineveh sculptures
rerolmsont the king with otne hand heldlinir a captive
by a. hook pased throuPh lais lip, iind avi*h the other
burning out lias olses anith a mii bat trou. Babylon
wras noir at thlacncith of its splendeur. lts aralîs
ascre fotur squtare, ?,10 foot hagb ! eaeli qide 15 miles
lonag. The city aras dacided by 5at 8treets cross-
ing ecaether at raght angles. termiinting in 100
gittes. nd farxing 6-4t n.qaytaeq avtth n. gardon in
cach. But it lad no charmns for the captive Jeirs.

"By Babel's ttrctants ive sat and avept,
When Vion arc tltought on,

lu rnidet thcroofîive hanzed our hiarps
The ivilloar trocs upon." Pam17-1

LV.AtN that thenigb sin Le pormittcd of' Gcad 11e
aras not thc auho- of' it. James 1. 13 Thint ar'ile
the Lord i8 anercifui atnd long-suffering. lie is aise a
just (led, and ivIll by nou mearas clear the izuilty
Exo. .34: 6-7. That etomnal lite is prom'ascd to ail
who believo atnd obcy. Dout. 30: 15. Mark 16: 16.
Romans 2 -6-9.


