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April 28th.} B. C. 607. {Jer. xxxv : 12-19,

THE RECHABITES.

GoLDRN TEXT.—"* Will ye nrt receive inatruction
t0 hearken to my worda ! saith the Lord :* vorso 13.

Hour Reapings.—M. Jer, 34:1-22. T. 2 Kings
10:15-25. W. Num.6:1-12 Th. Jer.85:1-19. K,
Prov. 1:20-23. S, Jer. 7: 21-34, 8. Jer. 11: 1-1,

This story of the Rechabites belongs to aun earlier
date than last lesson. The circumstances narrated
occured in the reign of Jehoiakim, about three
vears before his death. The plot. it we muy so call
1t, was intended to serve the purpose of un illustra-
tion, differing from « parable m that the real per-
sonages are introduced. Ruch n ‘‘4ign” us Jonah
was tothe Ninevites was this exhibition of obedience
and adherance to principles—a reproof and anex-
ample to the Jews. The sceno is luid in the court
of the tewple, v. 2, to give it due solemnity, and
that it mizht convey n lesson to the priests us well
as the people.  WHo WERR THOSE HecHariTes ? A
wandering tribe beluonging to the Kewuites of He-
math, t Chron. 2: 5+ decendants of Hohub, Muses’
brother-in-law, Judges | - In.  ‘They  origin-
ally oume into Cannan with the Iseaelites, but,
instead of setthng dowa, chose & roving lite, dwoll-
ing in tents, Jud 4:'*. Jehonadab here contracted
Junadab, of the house of Rechab, sevius to have or-
ﬁmuzed them into & pecaliar soct, abvut Un years

efore this time, and bound them together by a
solemn vow (1). To drink no wine. (). To build
no housas. (). To sow no seed. (4. To dwell in
tents. That Jehonadab was zealous for Hud appears
in 2 Kings 101: 15-2%, and that rhe Rechabites ro-
mained fuithful to their vow during all this long
period, though living in a Innd where wine was as
plentlfzul as water.is clearly stated in the narrative

Then came the word of the Lurd : during one of
the invasions of Nebuchadnezzar, when the Recha-
bites had sough! a temporury asylam in Jerusalem,
The ides of taking advantage of their presence in
this way did noi originate with Jeremiah, it came
from the Lord, v, . So Jeremiah had no scruples
about it, knew that he ran no risk in placing temp-
taticn in their way, although it put tbe Rechabites
to a severo test. Had it been any one else, they
would have resented the attempt to tamper with
thom 88 an insult, but Jerimiah! the Lord’s pro-
ghet—had 28 goo(i.as said to them, “your vow only

ound you to abstinence while you remained under
canvas. now that you have come to live in Jerusa-
lem, do as other prople do, come drink wine with
us.” How many yield to temptation by just such
pinusible argumentes ] How many travollers to the
Holy Land even now-a-days leave their religion
behind them in Burope or America! Not so the

echabites. **“We willdrink no wine.”" even though
a Jeremiah offers it to us, **for thus Jonadab the
gon of Rechab our father commanded us.”” That
waj noble ! e dtell th
PPLICATION.—" G0 and tell the men of Judah.”
See how the Rechabites respect the vows laid upon
them by a man like themaseives, v. 17, but you have
disobeyed your Maker—the father of your spirits.
Jonadab is long since d.ad. still they vbey : God.
by his prophets has been speaking to you all your
lives, v. 15, Nay, gaith the Lord, I myseif have
Fpoken unto you.” v. 11, But ve will not hear.
HRREPO#R the Rechabites shall rise up injudgment
and condewn you—the same argument used bv
Christ, Matt. 11: 2t.  Therefore the Chaldeans shall
destroy Jernsalom and you yourselves shall go into
captivity. Therofore, also, mercy is promiged to the
Riohnbxteg.:. iy, hould b
RARN that vows should not bo rashly made, but
deliberately and from a sense of duty yh i better
not to vow than to vow and not pav, Ecoles.5 :5.
Obedience to carthly pavents ie tae first command-
moat with promise. Our Heavenly Father has
&nghor claims on our reveronco and service, Heb.
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May 5th.] B.C.5%8. {Jer. Lix : 1-11,
THIE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH.

GovLpexy TRXT.—""Jerusalem hath arievously ain-
ned ; thorefore shets removed.”  Lamentationsl : 8.

Howk READINGS.—'M.EL 27:1-21. T. Jer. 38:
128 W. Jer. :9: '-58. Th. Jer. 62:1-1l. K 2
Chron. 36: 11-16. S, Lam. 1:1-1€. 8. Ps. 74:1-12,

It was now over 90 years since the children o
Israel had lett Egyptian bondage. How taany viet-
citudes of fortune had they experienced!  Eunjoying
prosperity so lung as they served the God of thew
futhers ; Tfrequently “‘brought low’ because of their
apostacy. The teu tribes revolted B.C. 416, or 116
years after their occupution of Pulestine. In the
year 72t they were carried cactives into Assyria.
Judah and Eenpum held out for 133 years longer,
but ut frequent interyule, the kingdom had been in-
vuded by the neighborimg monarchs of Egypt,
Assvrin, Nineveh, and Babylon Judea virtual'y
Llust its nationality, beeaine a provinee of Babylon.
Its hings rerzned by the grace of Nehuchadnezzar
and were deposed at his nod.  The whole comumu-
nity became steeped in corruption. The long
threatened judgeme .t advanced apace.

Zedekiah, placed un the throne by the tymnt of

Sabyion. was the kst vassal king of the now en-
feebled remnant of Judah, He wasuot even allow-
ed to retain his owa name, originally Matt miah,
2 Kiugs 24: t . Although he enjoyed the advantage
of having Jeremuds tor 2 _counsellor, to whom he
often listened, but want of resolution, rather than
depravity. added to the universal degeneracy of the
pevple, cumbined to eftect his rmn, “tle did evil
1t the sight of the Lord, v. 2. Verse 2. ** Through
the wnger of the Lord.” Zedekiah had made n
solemn compact with Nebuchadunezzar, calling God,
10 witness, and now. against the express advice of
Jeremixh, he rebelled against him, 2 Chron. *6: 12-
13. To revolthe added periwry. They who dosuch
things shall not presper, Ezek. 17:15: To make
matters worge fur himself, he foolishly made a league
with the king of 8gypt, the sworn enemy of Nebu-
chadnezzar. How could be then cxpect mercy
fromn that quarter ? “So ot came to pass that Jeru-
salenm scan beateped, v. 4. During 18 months the
siege contirued, the people, meanwhile, suffering
from fainine as well as all the horrors of war v. A,
At last, when resistance was no longer possible, they
resolved to evacuate the city under cover of night,
not knuwing whither to go.hoping somehaic to escapa
the sword. But the strong arm that had helped
Jehoshaphat was not raised 1n their defence. They
had forsaken God ; and now God has forsaken them.
The Chaldeans overtook them in the plain of Jeri-
cho and slew them, **with. ut compassion,” 2 Chron.
36:17. All that escaped the sword were carried
captives to Babylon : among the rest, Zodekiah whao
wag made to witness the execution of his sons, and
then had his eyes put cut, was bound in chaine, and
imprisoned for ife Somo of the Nineveh sculptures
represent the king with one hand holding a _captive
by a hook pasgsed through his lip, and with the other
burning out hig eses with 4 red hot_iron. _Babylon
was now at the zenith of its splendour. I‘s walls
were four square, 20 feet high ! each side 15 miles
long. The city was divided by 5! streets cross-
ing each other at right angles, terminating in 100
gates, and forming 64 squares with a parden in
each. But it had no charms for the captive Jews.

**By Babel’s streams we satand wept,
When Zion we thought on,
In midst thereof we hanged our harps
The willow trees upon.”
Psalm 137 : 1.

Lrary that though sin be pormitted of God, He
was not the auhor of it, James 1: 18 That while
the Lord is merciful and long-suffering, he isalso a
just God, and will by no means clear the guilty
0x0. 34 : 6-7. That eternal life is promised to sll
who believe and obey. Deut.30:15. Msrk 16: 16,
Romans 2 : 6-9. .



