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HEE COMMEIcC1AT,

.

botween tho two countries. JIu tho moan-
timo, Washington legislators aro considering
proposals for thn incresse of their tariff upon
products imported from Canada. The
United States lumbermen are domandinga
big incroaso in the lumber dutics, and it is
also reported from Washington that tho old
McKinley tariff on agrioultural products will
bo ro-unncted by tho mew administration.
The committeo recontly zonsidered tho agri-
cultural schedule, and practically agreed to
restoro tho McKinloy tariff, which placed
prohibitory dutiesupon agricultural products
such as aro imported from Cavada. The
effect of this prohibition of Canadian preducts
from ontering tho United States, will be to
forco us to again turn our attention to a
strenuous cultivation of the British market.

& * x

THE tariff commission has come and goue.
Considerable good evidence was placed beforo
the commission, aud a great deal of rant and
rot was also talked, Those who delight to
talk whenevor an opportunity offers, were
thero, and thore was about as much talking
to the galleries asto the commission. The
farmers had a big innings. They monopo
lized a large share of thotimeof the convun-
tion, and if they do not get what they want,
it will not be because thoy did not place
their views, and reitorate thom before the
commission.

. x *

IN thisissue of The Commercial will be
found an interesting paper on ludia, written
by C. Wood Davig, in which special refer:
enceis made to the wheat exporting capa
bilities of that country. The conclusion
arrived. at by Mr, Davis agrees with tho
opinion expressed by The Comm.ercial some
time ago, to the effect that Iadia, as a wheat
exporting country had passed its zanith.

wxtending Across the Border.

H, Shorey & Co., wholesale clothiers of
Montreal, have recontly placed on the mar-
ket in Now York and rold in a surprisiogly
short time the stock of a compauny formed
for the purpess of waterproufiug wuolen
fabrics by their Rigby process. LTnis is au
evidence of the way in which Uuited States
business men snap up & good thing when
they ses it.

We understani ell thestock that Mes-rs.
Shorey & Co. were willing to sell was taken
up by two United States capicabists immedi
ately it was «ffered to .thew; aud from the
igquiries they have had already from United
Statas mills whose attention has been called
to the wonderjul process of making water-
proof textile fabrics without interferiug with
their porous properties, it is anticipated
that o large amount of money will bereanz:d
from the venture.

The Righy process of waterproofing tex-
tile fabrics was the inventicn of Juhn 8.
Rigby, F.C.S., a celebrated English chemist,
who sold his right in its cntirety to the
Messrs, Shorey. Wo wish them well in
their new venture.

An Ottaws telegram says . Mioister Fisher
has made further provisiun for cold storage
facilities on ocean going vessels by contrace-
ing with the Dominion line for theequip-
ment of thres vesspls to Liverpool, with
accommodation for 250 tons in cold storage.
This will mean three sailings per weok.

The Tariff Commission.

~ Tho tariff commission oponed at Winanipeg
on Mounday morning last. Tho first witness
to present himself was John 8. Thompson, of
Waskada. Mr. Thompion wanted to know
whothor the commissioners would take any
ovidence outside of reciprccity and freight
rato.

Hon Mr. TFielding said tho commission
would havs to givo its preferonco to torisn
matters, but at the samo time wounld beglad
to hear of any matters affecting tho govern-
ment of tho country.

J. K. Meclanis, president of the Patrons of
Industry of the Northwest, was then presebt-
ed. Mr. McInuis camo to tho point at once.
He declared the Patrons wanted o tariff for
revenue unly. They dosired that the tariff
for protection be aboliched as an unsound
policy. The farmers bolieved tho policy of
protectiol® was a delusion and they did not
wantit, Farmers were willing to bear their
full sharo of taxation when that taxation
was imposed fur rovenuc only. Mr. Molnnig
alsn touched on freight rates. eto, Hesad
hia viows reprcsonted tvhe farmers of the
Northwest geverally.

A dcputatian next presented itself in ro-
lation to the fruit duties, composed of M, \V.
Rublee, K. J. Jubnson aud R. R, Scott, all
wh Jlesale fruiters of Winnipeg. They were
sccompanied by W. G. Bell, who represented
tho consumers. 4

Mr, Bell, being first speaker, contended
very vigorously that the duties on fruit im-
ported by thi« cuuntry were most unjast and
& very heavy burdon tothe people. 1lis con-
tention was that thesc ddties did not materi-
ally aid the fruit growers in the east, mcst of
the fruit coning frum California,  Eastern
Canada in many lit esof fruit could not com-
pote with California, Four a few weeks in
the year these duties benefitted the fruit
growing section of kastern ¢‘anada, but the
people here obj -cted to being tax d for a lit-
tlo corner in Ontario,

R. R. Scott spoke particularly of peaches,
plume, svrawberrios and grapes on which ho
contended the dutics were outrageously high,
in instances as bigh asa hundred per cont.
He opposed very carnestly the proposition of
eastern fruit growers to put a duty on ban-
anas which were now freo.

Mr. Rublee gave statistics to show the al-
most utter impos«ibility of this country im-
porting its fruit either from Oatario or Brit-
ish Colurabia, “T'he fruit, or tho .greater
balk of it, of necessity, had to be brought
from the States. ‘The duties, therefore, did
not aid Canadian {ruit growers, but imposed
an uniccessary buiden on the peuple of this
country.

K. J. Jobnson emphasizyl the assertion
that it was impossible 1o profitably bring o
Canpadian frait.

J. A, Mitchell rowresented the Northern
Elovator company aud other elevator com-
paniés. Mr. Mitchell submitted a carefrlly
propared statament asking that the tariff ou
gasuline be materially rcduced. Tho cle-
vator companies had found gasoline plants
much cheaper and much safer than steam
plants. Bat the gasoline duties were so high
that gasoline could nut now be purchased.
With gasoline at reasonable rates the ele-
vators of this country could operate at an ex-
pense of & ctnt a bushel compared witha
contand & half or two conts with steam,
Daty on gasoline was now 63 contsa gallon.
t Jevator men wanted it reduced to 8 cents,

Arthur Congden, decler in felu shoes, with
folt soles, desired a reduction of duty on
such shoes, which reduction would not affect
any manufactory 1n Canada. Theoy had be-
come a necessity in this country and Mr,
Congden thought the duty could bo abolished
without injuring any established industry of
the country.

————

8. M. Barre desired tho abolition of thy
duty on croam separators. These soparaters
could only be built by skilled workmen, anq
they could not bo built in Cansda profitably
whoro tho domand was Jimited. They hay
to beoimported from tho States. Heurgq
cream separators to Lo placed on tho free Iy,
Ho thought it unfair to tax peoplo for thy
banefit of two or three meu in tho cast why
desired to axperiment in building soparaters,
To abolish the duty would be of very
benefivto the farmers and dafrymen of this
westorn couutry. JMr, Barre also thought
the duties on dairy products should be mayy.
tained.

R. H. Williams, president of the Regin
Board of trado was then introduced. )
Williams gave statistics in support of his
contention, that duties on such articles g
wagons, cottons, agricultural implemants,
coal oil, eto., should bo materially reduced
Such reduction would greatly aid the sattlen
of tho Northwest,

Wm. Postlethwaite, of Brandon, endo
tl‘x_o requost for a reduction of duty un ;fg
oline,

At the aftornoon session on Monday J i
Ashdown was firat introduced. Hao discussed
the question of trade and navigation return;
pointing out that the blue books of the D,
minion donot give & true represenwation of
the facts ag to exports from Mamtoba, i
complaived of the oxercise of arbitrary power
by the customs authorities in fixing valys
for customs purpsses. He gave an instape
of sewcr pipe, telling of a regulation wheh
wasd in force fur_three years, up to May ||
1895, under which a discount of 65 per copt
was allowed, when by the actual market val.
ueit shouid have been 82§ per cent off, the
result being that when the duty wasnon.
ina'ly 35 per cent, it was made to be actually
70 per cont. Tho value fixed was tos high
1n the first place, and no account was takep
of fluctuations in value, He sugzesied thy
appointmont of & board of appratsers to cor-
rect or sustain the decisions of local apprass.
ers. The powers held by the customs ap.
thorities to demand post entries, such a e
msand should never be made after the goods
had gone into consumption.  Another con.
plaint was that nobedy has the power
though the govornor-general does in some
crses order tho delivery of goods seized. Hs
told of a shipment of outlery from Lockwood
Bros.. in which an error was imade, the ship
ment not containing the whole order and 2}
Ibs. of geods being sent which were not 1o
the invoice. Though he offared full evidencs
he had todeposit the full value of the gxds,
and the amnunt, 8100, being in the haudsf
the officers for distribution among them way
not returned. In another case goud: seized
beeauro of & mistake, not being such that the
officials could appropriate them, wero offerod
back on his owu explanation without any
evidence being offered.  ‘Lhe customs ufficials.
ho submitted, should not gain, as tneydo
now largely, from soiz 1ve. 9 held alsothat
where arbitrary’ values are set for duty pur
poses information should always be accessibls
to the importer. Ho asked that whero pric
for home trado are abnormally high, the ex-
port value should be taken as & fair valueof
the goods. It was not his .oxpericacs that
Canrde i3 madeaslaughter market by Unitd
States manufacturers. Prices there areso
reduced that they canoot afford to sl forer
port for less than the home trade Hyfor-
tker pointed out that for manufacturing par-
poses wira numbered 6. 9, 12 and I4isad
mitted at & Jower rate of duty ; hoasked thst
124 and 18 be added these being the size used
here in manufacturi g barbed wire. Hs
submitted that if the manufactured goods

- are admitted free, tho .raw material should

bo admitted freo also. He asked thatthe
aflidavit to be taken by the importer boan-
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