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will prove of great henefit to both Minne-
apolis and St. Paul, in giving them a
shorter and more direct route to tha cast,
in competition with tho lives around by
Chicago. The Minneapolis & Sault Ste.
Marie railway will also form a valuable
feeder to the G.P.R., and will doubtless
provide u large and lucrative traffic for
the Algoma branch and the castern por-
tion of the main line. By this route the
O, P:R. would have the greater portion of
the haul, the distance from the Sault
being about 500 miles. This would make
the total distance from Miuneapolis to
Mountreal something over 1,000 wiles, or
350 miles less than from Winnipeg
to the latter p'ace.

1t is not at all unlikely that within a
few years Winnipeg may have connection
with th3 east via the south shore of Lake
Superior and Sault Ste. Marie. A scheme
is now on- foot to connect Duluth with
the Sault, which could be done by utiliz-
ing portions of railways now built. The
Duluth and Winnipeg railway has been a
favorite scheme for years, and though
the undertaking has not yet assumed a
very practical farm, yet there is every
probability that the road will ultimately
be built. Railway connection between
Sault Ste, Mavie sed Winnipeg would of
course be of little benefit to this place,
excapting the season of lake navigation,
50 long as the C.P.R. controled the con-
necting link between the Sault and the
east. There is every probability, how-
ever,.that the C.P.R. would not long form
the exclusive link between the Sault and
the east. More than one scheme has
already been projected to build railways
running westward through Outario to
the Sault Stoe. Marie river, and hefore
Winuipeg has ditect wailway connection
with Duluth, it is not unlikely that the
C.P.R. might have active competition for
the south shore traflic, from a line run-
ning eastward from the Sault, Thescare
contiderations which at the present time
may seem somewhat distant, but it cannot
be said that the prospect of through con-
dection between Winnipeg and the east,
via the south of Lake Superior, is' at all
visionary. On the other hand there is
every probability of the opening of such s
rovte in the not very distant future, 1In
the meantime the C.P.R. will derive

great benefit from the traffic which it will
receive from the northern portions of
Wisconsin, Minnesotn and Dakota;
whilst Montreat will also profit in being

made the sesport for the grain and flour
rade of this egion.

Since writing the above a dispatch has
veen received from Montrea), to tho effect
that the Midlnnd branch of the Graud
Trank railway will be extended to Sault
Ste. Mavie at an early date, the funds
necessary for the prosecution of the work
having been guaranteed by Now York
cafitalists, The dispatch further states
thit the Grand Trunk authorities have
secoved permission from the United
States Governwent for the construction
of a byidge across the Ste. Marie river,
Councction with the east via the south
shore of Lake Superior and by an indi-
peadent line of railway, may after all not
lie & great many years in the future,

THE PROYINCIAL ELECTIONS.

The electoral contest is over, and the
result has been a narrowing of the Nor-
quay Government majority to a very con-
siderable extent. Whereas in the last
Legislature the respective streugth of the
two parties stood as cight to twenty-two
in a House of thirty members, in the new
House the relative tigures will stand as
nincteen ministevialists, fourteen for the
opposition and two independents, in a
House of thirty-five members. Allowing
the two independents to the Government,
they would still fall short of the number
of their following in the last House,
though the new House will have five
additional members. But the Govern-
ment ave by no means sure of the inde.
pendents, though popular opinion would
scem to give one to each party, which

would leave the relative strength of the L

House unchanged. However, the major-
ity of five is quite large enough to enable
Mr. Noiquay to carry on his Government,
should his present following, with the
large infusion of new blood, prove as cor.t-
pact and subservient in voting as in the
last House. On the other haud, should
dissention or a disposition to independent
action arise, it would require but u change
of three votes in the full House to place
the Government in jeopardy. But we
may expect Mr. Norquay to be as subser-
vient to outside influences as ever, and if
thare is any such a thing as shapiog his
policy so as to maintain a majority, that
majority will be maintained, regardless of
the number of shifts or changes which
may be deemed necessary.

Aside from the party aspect of thecase
and in comparison with the last Provin-
cial Legislature, the peoplo of Manitoba
have reason so feel satistied with the comn-
position of the new House. Even those
most bitterly opposed to Mr. Norquay
and his Government, will find many
dauses for congratulation, when they

quictly survey the situation and compare
the result with that of past elections. It
is almost uunccessary to state, so appac-
ent is the fact, that the newly clected Leg-
islature of Mani oba is far in advance of
any of its predecessors, in point of alnlity
and sohdity. Our last House, composed
of wnny impecunious irresponsibles, some
of whose cerebral organs were about as
empty as their pockets, was the laughing-
stock of the Dominion. This stigma apon
the intelligence of the Provinco has been
removed, and the new Levislature will
now compare favorably with any other
similar body in Canada. The impecunious
members have been largely left out,
together with a number of the most objec-
tionable candidates, and the speculative
clement which so largely obtained in the
last House, hus been eliminated in fuvor
of commercial and agricultural representa.
tives, The commercial class, especiall
have veason to feel satisfied, and with the
cotrposition cf the present House we miy™
safely hope for less legislation in the
interests of dishouest bankrupts, specula-
tors, and irrespousibles generally, suchas
disgraced the last session of our Provincial
Parliament. In one or two iustances men
of superior ability have been passed over,
in fuvor of vastly inferior candidates;
but in a party contest this feature can
hardly be entirely avoided. However,.in
other instances & good deal of independ-
ent action has been shown on the pait, of
the electors, and this was especially mark-
ed in the city of Winnipeg, where bhoth
candidates owe their election to the inde-
pendent mexn, who refused to make tools
of themselves at the bidding of party.
In South Winnipeg, the most weaithy and
intelligent constituency in tho Province,
and where the Conservatives undoubtedly
have a good majority of the electorate,
including upwards of 200 civil service
employes, a pronounced liberal was elect-
¢d by a good wmajority, in spite of the
most strenuous efforts of his opponents.
Here the contest was fought squarely on
the issue of Provincial rights, the minis-
terialist candidate owing his defeat to his
espousal of the cause of Dominion Con..
servatism, including railway monopoly
and disallowance, together with his per-
,sonal unfitness to vepresent a commercial
coustituency. The latter objection would
probably have L2en overlooked ; but dis--
allowance the electors would not have’
crammed down their throats. In North
‘Winnipeg the election of a Conservative
in a Liberal constituency was due to the
firm stand taken in favor of Provincial
rights and his declaration of independence
when Provincial interests were at stake, .
together with his fitness for the position
as a representative from the vommeréial
metropolis of the Northwest. Remark-
able to relate, the Lilieral candidate in
North Winnipeg is the only one in the
porty who has shown any sympathy with
monopo'y, whilst pecsonally he was objec-
tionsbleto the commercial intercstslergely
comprising the constituency.



