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Falneok. Wo hiavo sinco loarned that
Me. Agquith left Moravianism to join
the OUatholic Chwrch of which ho is,
like the lato Bir John Thomnpson, a
most onrnest, fervent and praotical
membor. Probably it was owing to
his closo conneotion with Sir Charles
Russoll, himself an eminont Catholio,
and his daily intorcourse with so greal
and #o good a master, that dotermined
his choico of Cathiolie teuth and prac.
tice. It was certainly owing to his
position of junior Lo the admitted chiof
of the Inglish Bar, that Eugland is
indobted for tho mvaluablo sorvices of
a Hotne Socretary, of whom tho writer
says, that when better known and
understood thero will bo fow more
popular men in [England than Mr.
Asquith,

It was inn tho Parnell trial that the
Homo Secretary first made his mark
as a man of depth and of infinite re-
sources. Sir Charles Russcl had cross.
oxamined at great length Mr. Soames
tho Times Principal witnoss, and to
littlo purpose. After lunch he said to
Mr. Asquith, 1 feel worn out, you
had beiter take McDonald, tho next
witness, in hand."" * But thig is moat
absurd ;" said Mr. Asquith to hiachief,
sshio is one of the most important wit-
nesses in the case, and of course you
will cross-examine him yoursalf." *‘No,
said Sir Charles—1 am tired and you
will doit well enough.” When Mr.
Asquithrose te addresshisfirat question
to the managor of the Times, he was
about at his wits,end. Neither ho nor
his chief, nor any of the Irish party
dreamed of thoe luck in store for them.
By some good fortune he put a ques-
tion to Mr. McDonald at the com.
mencement of the examination which
that gentleman answered in a su-
premely gilly fashion. The answer was
a revelation to Mr. Asquith,and ho at
once saw he could play his fish with
good results. He did so and all the
world knows with what result. His
cross-examination was ono of the most
brilliant displays of skill that the Com-
migsion had witnessed. Poor Me.
McDonald was turned inside out and
held up to a scofting world.

It was in connection with the same
trial that Mr. Asquith impressed with
his great abilities not only the House
of Commons, but sll England. Sir
Richard \Webster, then Attorney-
General, made a speech on the forged
letters, in & way which laid himself
open to the rapier-like thrusts of Sir
Charles Russell's junior. Mr. Asquith
saw his opportunity and availed him-
self of it to the full. Niseloquent and
masterly reply to Sir Richard Webster
stamped him as ono of the ablest men
in the House, and safo for a position
in tho noxt Liberal Administration.

As Homo Secretary Hon. Mr.
Agquith has proved the wisdom and
appropriateuess of hig appointment by
Mr. W. E. Gladstone. Among Eng-
lishmen it would be difficult to find
ono more devoted to the cause of
humamty and general freedom. With
relentless vigour he has been ferretting
out and destroying the swoating dens,
in which certain capitalists were grow-
ing rich on tho miscries and premature
deaths of thousands. He ecal com-
missioners to asceriain tho sources of
poison aud death in the whitc-lead
industrics that are represented in tho

comumissioners roports us equalling in
horror Dante's dosoripiion of Hell, In
Belfaat for yoars mortality nmong the
linen workers has been oxcoptionally
high,  Mr. Asquith sont a thoroughly
compotont oflicisl over to the Belfus
Linen Works to investigate tho causoe
of all tho promnture deaths recorded
each month among the operatives. He
roported, hot damp air, charged with
the vaste product of linen manufno-
tuso, too little ventilation, and conse-
quent phthisis, or lung diseuso. The
recommendations of Mr. Asquith's
commigsior.or wero acted upon with
commendable premptitudo by the
linen manufacturers of Ulster. The
improvements which be pointed out
should be introduced, costing an ox-
pendituro of soveral thousand pounds,
are all boing carried out by the em-
ployers without any act of Parliament
or any other agoney, boyond the wish
of the Homo oftice oxpressed through

ils ordinary chanuels.

In order to insure permanency in
those beneficent regulations, a bill has
passed through a committes of the
Mouse of which clause 6 deals with
the powers *of inspectors and the
penalties to be imposed for the em-
ployment of persons in places injurious
to health.”

Mr. Sexton, ever vigilant of the
interests of the poorer classes in Ire-
laud, and to eafoeguard the cottagoe
industries, inaugurated chiefly oy
Lady Aberdeen, from tho ofliciousness
of Government inspectors, moved an
amendment to insuro their protection.
It was to be regarded as & new eub-
section—providing that * Inspectors’
powers shall not apply to any place
which is not in a city, town, or other
populous area, unless the carrying on
of the work in that place ia dangerous
to the publio health, by reason of the
cxistence thercin of infectious dis-
cases.”

Mvr. Asquith completoly sympathized
with the object his hon, friend had in
view. That objoot was to restrict the
ample powers of inspectors, so az to
provent the scope of this provision
being extended in the direction of
cottage industries in Ireland or have
any tendenoy to provent such cotlage
ir dustries being carried on.

I must be admitted that a wonder-
ful change for tho better ** has come
oo’r the spirit of England’s dream,”
when a mere suggestion from an Irish
member is accopted as a reason for
amending the lawsa of the realm ; and
when an English Home Secretary is
found entering thoroughly into tho
views of Irishmen, appreciatiug their
difficulties, and safeguarding their
Iocal interests.

Mr. Stead concludes his admirable
sketeh with tho {lattering commenda-
tion: *In bringing to a close this
rapid and fragmentary survoy of the
carecr of a man who stands as it were
on the threshold of still greator things,
we are glad to bear testimony to the
univorsal conviction of those who
know him best, as to the simplicity,
the integrity «»md the unsolfishneas of
his charncter. Ho a man of affairs, a
man of common scnse and a man with
a level head, and if, as seems not
unlikely, the influenco of his wifo
(Miss Margot T'ennant) and the pres-
sare of great responsibilities tends to
break down tho somowhat too stiff
crust of romorse aud cnable him to
reveal the innor man as ho really is
beiore his countrymen, thero is little
reason to doubt the highest expecta-
tion of his friends will ere loug bo
realized."

The Children’s Aid Boclety.
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Notwithstanding that some form of
misery i8 the lot of overy man that
comoth into tho world, and for all
that provision is mado to temper overy
ill, thoro aro gsome aspects of lifo in
the lower strata of socioty which would
boe decmed incredible by many, and
which are known only to pationt
studenta of abnormal gocial conditions.
It was to meot ono of these phascs
that the Children'a Aid Society was
founded, and that the Ontario Legis-
iature nccorded to that Socicty oxtra.
ordinary powers and privilegos.

The ofticer of tho Socioty is em-
powered to take into oustody any
child who is found begging, stealing,
receiving alng, sleeping in the open
air, wandering about without apparent
home, or who from want of rational
safeguards or proper association ie
likely to grow up a menace to socioty,
and worso than useless to himaelf.

For somo considerable time this
work wagin the hands of none but
Protestants. Unfortunately those who
camo within the operation of the law
held somo times, though in ever so
small measure, the Catholic faith,
Tho disposing of these was not such
03 would conduce to the preservation
of that faith ; indeed, for such a child
to grow up an onlightened Catholic
would be littlo short of the miraculous.
To meet this difliculty, several gentle-
men, with the hearty co-operation of
his Grace the Archbishop, formed a
Catholic body working upon similar
lines. The St. Vincent de Paul Chil-
drou's Aid Society of Toronto was or-
ganized and Mr. Remy Elmsley, Pres-
ident ; Thomas Long, J.J. Murpby,
Dr. M. Wallaceand Wm. Burns, Vice-
Presidents; Hugh T. Kelly, Treasurer;
Alexander Macdonell, Secretary, and
P. Hynes, Assatant Secretary and
Agent, became its first ofticers.

At the date of writing thera are
two boys confined at St. Nicholas
Homa. Aunother case is that of a girl
of about twelve years, who, being
carsed with unworthy support, had
taken to slecping in such places as the
street afords. Her clothing was of
tho worst. Drink had handicapped her
from birth. Sometimes she engaged
in picking rags. Her condition was
litorally of the wildest character. It
is hoped that a few years of good food,
regular living and the eflicient training
given by the Sisters will reclaim this
life which bade fair soon {o become a
haman wreck.

Yet another interesting case is that
of two boys, the children of Swiss
parents, who were taken in charge by
by the original Children’s Aid Society
some time ago. The parents were
unfortunate and unable to provide for
their children. Doth parents were in
the General Hogpital through illness.
At a later dato thoy both entered the
Houso of Providence and finally be-
camd Catholics. Doth children are
quite young, and, remaining in theo
ohargo of the Aid Society, will, unless
a transfer can be effected, be trained
as Protestants. Hercin we have an
instanco of tho need for Catholic sup-
port to such a society, a support which
hias beon generously given to begin,
and which it is to be hoped will so
continue,

Lady Aberdeen’s Real Interest in
Irish Affairs,

It has beon avorred, oven by certain
Irishmen, that Lady Aberdecn's sym.
pathios with the causo and u.atorial
intercats of Ireland wore nssumed in
order to win ephomoral popularity
smong thio uncducatsd and poorer
classes. But weresuch tho solo motive
of hor honeficont wnd philauthropio
carcor sho would bo no less ontitled to
admiration and tho gratitude of the
many, it mey bo said the thousands, in
whose welfare and uplifting sho haa
taken such a decided, coutinuous and
practical intercat. ‘I'ho world, although
cold and ungencrous, takee people gen-
orally not for what they profess to be
but for what thoir deecds, whethor
solfigh or charitable, leave no doubt as
to tho motives which inspired them,
Had her Excellency at the solicitation
of a committec of a literary association
of youog Irish Catholic ladies, deliver-
cd a lecturo on tho music and litera.
ture of tho Emecrald Isle it were a
most gracious act of condoacension and
womanly kindness, whosv value and
just appreciation should not be lightly
considered cither by the members of
the association so honored or by the
public which derived so much profit
and instruction from tho lecture. Of
all those wbo bave presided over
tho destinies of Canada while aa

infant colotry or while growing
to the dimensions of a great Dom.
inion, the Earl of Dufferin, himaelf
an Irishman, was the only one capable
of doing justice in a public lectare to
the true history, the geniue and char-
acter of the Irish race. Yot although
largely sympathising with Ireland's
sacred cause and efforts to becomeo a
nation, it moat probably never occurred
to him how gratifying it would be to
bis fellow countrymen **in thiz far off

countree ”’ that he should sec them
aseembled in somo capacious pablic
hall, and eneak to them words of cheer
aud encouragement. That Liady Aber.
doen, baving found a way to do this,
has accomplished bher grateful and
gratifying task moit admirably and to
the general satiafaction must be ad-
mitted even by those whotake little or
no intercst in tho questions sffecting
Ireland or the Irish.

Lady Aberdeen’s sympathies with
Ireland's sad fate and history aro not
auperficial or of yestorday. It would
be utterly impossible for any lady or
gentleman no matter howaccomplished
or gifted to deliveran ableand oxhaus-
tive lecturo on the literature of any
people or nation, who had not already
been thoroughly well veried in every
datail of that nation's early history,
aud who had not already in a labourof
love and kindly interest, mastered the
origin and {he progress, the glories
and causes for decline of that nation,
with all its pousibilities of return toa
new life and a gloriour resurrection.
No one who listencd to Her Excel-
lency's inatructive and sdwmirable lec-
tare can harbour a doubt of the heart-
folt interest Lady Aberdeen takesin
every move made forthe betterment of
Ireland’s condition. The thousaads of
Irishmen and Irishwomen who were
not present but who read with
avidityevery word of hergrand address
in the public journals, fcel that they
owe her a very deep debt of gratitude.
They cherish the hope even that one
day, and that not & very distant day,
it may bein the powerof an Irish
Legislacure to give ampleand adequate
oxpression of tho national sentiment in
monuments more lasting than marble
or bronze.




