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The struggle between the two great
leaders whicb- began after Fapineau's
returu froin France continued for a
peniod of nearly ten years. Neitiier of
the twe eminent participants seemed
tu succeed. Then suddexily Papineau
voluntarily witlidrew frein public if e.
The truc reason for lis abdication
histery has not been able te ascer-
tain. Even the fact that the tasks ln
which public men engage may b. as-
sumed or relinquisb-ed at pleasure
fails adequately te account for the
withdrawal. Pôssibly the conscions-
ness of the great and giiilty part
wb-idb lie bore in -the rebellioxi may
have settled deeply li his seul. Being
human, penliaps even a greater incen-
tive was the recollection that lie once
had been a rebel. A grosser nature
than his miglit not h-ave cared, but lis
feelings were fine almost te the point
of breaking. A giant errer made by a
maxi whe feels oppresses with a weight
whicb- caxinot be understood or appre-
ciated by those wlie neither feel non
care.

Papineau's labours, b-ewever, b-ad
berne fruit. He b-ad arrested the pro-
gress of the courtly systein of irres-
ponsible governinent, wb-ic- b-ad op-
pressed Iaewer Canada for more than a
genenation. But complete deliverance
was yet afar. Other patriets were to
fully free the. Province frein the grasp
of straxige governors, wb-ose desiguis
apon the. country were neither well
omened nor well meant. But if other
patriets were te effect the. emaxicipa-
tien their task was rendered imma-
iurably lighter because of influences
whieh b-a4 gene befene. And net thie
least among these influences whleb-
eontrlbuted te the. fneeing of Quel..
fren lier taskmuasters was the. elo-
quence, and penliaps the. exile, of
Papineau.

licre, at tb-e age of sixty-mix, a timo
when the sun of many a life is stili
high above the. horizon, the publie
greatness ef Papineau enids, exe.ept
that as long as a famous maxi stll
survives, b-e la of interest te the mullti-
tudes, anid of importance te tb-e race.
For seventeen years after lis retire-

ient f rom publie life, lie dwelt ini a
littie village, whicli preserves in its
niaie a memory of his greatness, and
which is situated not f ar froin the
mighty metropolis of Montreal. Oe-
casionally, and witli almost oracular
grandeur, hie exnergred froin his mys-
tenions seclusion, and spoke to the
people whom lie liad served, and
wb-om hie still loved. Whenever he
appeared in public, lie lifted lis ele-
quent voice as of yore, ini a triumphant
peal of encouragement for humanity.
As Morley nobly says of Burke, "IRis
hopes were undimmed to the last for
mankind>'. Even thougli removed,
froin the stonins of political life, b-e
was acclaimed as a tribune of the.
people; and during the years whieh
elapsed between bis retirement and
the end, lie was venerated as a pro-
phet, and worshipped as an idol. eL
looked on with sulent dignity and witli
almost sphinx-like inscrutability, but
lie spake no word, as the inighty
adhievement of Canadian Confedera-
tion unifolded its vast magnificence
into being. It was the consuimmation
of lis unfulfilled, and perhaps evén
unconceived, desires; for it ended thie
reign of arrogant autocracy in hi8
native Province, and sublimely and
permanently enthroned the supreme
sovereignty of the people. In Con-.
federatien a new and united destiny
was about te open te twe Provinces,
warring within theinselves, as well as
warring against one another. Or was
it the. inevitable solving of the time-
won prehicin, and penliaps made
easier of solution by being baptizeci
witb- a newer and more faneiful naine!t

lIn 1871, at the advanced age of
eighty-twe years, Papineau passed
away even froin b-la latest abode upon
eartli. The representative men of the.
new Dominion fellowed b-us remaina
te the grave. lI addition to represen-.
tative meni, wb-o wore top hats and
froek coats, many thosad of the
humble and conunon people, wb-o un-
derstood that a great man was no
more, moved likewise li the. sad pro-.
cession. A mian, who, not witb-out
mnûing serious rmstake%, bad serve&


