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of apparel. They show the most jextravagant delight when
dressed in these garments, but still prefer to display the shirt

on the outside of all. Candor, however, compels me to de-

clare, that those who are fortunate enough to possess one of

these articles, generally make it do the duty ot full dress.

They call the Americans, " Bostons," which title they have

adopted in consequence of having been originally informed by
Captain Gray, the first pale face who ever entered their terri-

tory, that he came from a place called Boston. The English

they call King George.

The Indians of Oregon are exceedingly addicted to gam-
bling, and have been known to i)ursue this demorilising pas-

sion to the fatal length of even staking their liberty on a

game, and playing themselves, by a run of ill luck, into a state

of perpetual slavery. When we estimate the love of a savage

for independence, we can arrive at some measurement of the

degree of the passion which exacts its sacrifice. Upon the

whole, these Indians are of vast benefit to the whites of this

region. In the present condition of the settlements, we shouhl

lose much by their absence.

Fisheries.—The fisheries of this county are very great,

and foremost among all the varieties which they produce, is

the unrivalled salmon. It would be impossible to estimate

the number of this excellent fish annually taken in the Co-

lumbia and its tributaries ; but they have been set down at

ten thousand bairels a year, which number 1 do not think by
any means too large. The salmon in this country are never

caught with a hook. They are sometimes taken by the In-

dians with a small scoop net, but generally are caught with a

sort of spear of a very peculiar description. These are made
by the natives after the following fashion. They take a pole,

made of ash, or of some hard wood, about ten feet long and
one inch thick, and gradually tapering to a point at one end.

They then cut a piece, about four inches long, from the sharp

prong of a buck's horn, and hollow out the lai'ge end so that

it fits the pole. About the middle of the buck horn, they

make a small hole through which they put a cord, or leather

string, that runs along the i)ole and fastens to it about two
feet from the lower end. When they spear a fish with this

weapon, the pole is withdrawn and the buck horn barb is left

imbedded in the animal's body, or having run through and
through it, remains fastened on tiie other side. Escape is thus


