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riicrriitl ;iihI inoiic'votl iiioii arc iiware ol llin vosl aggrt'^ate

of caj)i!al invoslrd in the llli^e^^ of Great liiilain, the liigli

n'<|H'ctabilitv of llic parti<'s coiinoclcHl witli the eiitorprise.s,

llio liiLfli position whicli ;i uuijorily of the (;oni))anit's occu-

py ill Jill' opinion of moneyed men, <>r ils tji»'at inlliienco

upon flic comineive of llial eoiinlry.

'I'llle mmds ami piirses ol our enleiprism<j[ capitalists seem
lo I)' absorbed in llie one idea, that raiboad bonds and
slocks are about ibc only tliinij:^ iit to invest llieir siirpbis

liinds ill. and this, loo, in llie face of tlie host of railroad

slocks and bonds now selling" for much below their oriii^inal

co^l. l.et tlieiii but liirn tluir attention lo ihe mmes of

Knirland, and contrasi ilicir aiii^rciiate j)roliis and yearly

divi<lends with tiie bulk <»l our raib'oad shares, and we think

there would then be some hope of atiractim^ a portion of

llieir surplus means io le«:iiimaic minini,^ in this country.

The mines of Knqland constitute tnie of its chief sources

III wealth .lud pro-^perity. 'I'hc^y not only supply the com-
merce and manufactories ol Ciieal Britain, but levy a tribute

to the tune of many millions of dollars annually upon the

lJnite(l States for metals which we ought to produce within

our own bonier^.

The Eiii^lish mines pay a lari^cr profit on the amouut in-

vested thai: any oih(>r kind of business. The aggregate of

profit annually paid lo the stockholders is so large as to

strike the reader of their re()orls with surprise ; and perhaps

the reader of thi.N will be a little doubtful when I inform hirn

thai many of tlu; Knglish mines divide from 100 to 300 per

cent, profits annually, and yet the atttual facts, as ptesented

in the London Mining- Journal^ will fully corroborate this

assj'rtion. When we lake inlo consideration the small per

cenlage of their ores as compared with the great richness of

a majority of our own mines, the rich rt\sult of iheir opera-

tioi:s seems the more surprising. The average per ceutage

of uietal to the copper ore oi Great Britain, as jiroved by

their monthly tickctings or sales, is from G;] to 7A, while in

diis country the average, as far as can be ascertained, is

more than double that amount. The samt^ faf;t holds good

with regard to our lead and zinc mines, and while the ores

of our own mines are generally richer, they are at the same
time obtained much nearer the surface than theirs, and con-

sequently at less cost. With all these things in our favor,

it seems remarkable that so little :ittention is paid to this
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