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the ballot, and it- he has two-thirds of the vo .s of tiic Mem-
bers prelcnr, he ischofcn 5 if not, he is rejected.

Mic charge we bring againfl: air folcph ii;uik<:, !?, that,

though not entrufted with any fuch power, cither hy ftiituic or

cuftom, and very unfit, from his acknowledged violence of" tem-
per, and from his incapacity to judi^c of literary qualitications, iti

which he is him.'clf fhamcfully deficient, to i)e cutruflcd with it,

he has repeatedly iiiterpofed, in a cbii leftinc mnnncr, to pro-

cure rejcdtions of proper candidates *, with the viiiblo deligii of
taking away the privilege of the body at large, and making him-
fclf the fole inaftcr of the admidions, in other words, the AIs-
narch of the Society.

Before we bring our proofs of the fact, wefhall examine the

juftificationsof it that have been offered ; as, if thefc are really

well-grounded, no doubt it will be unncceli'ary for the reader to

give himfclf the trouble to proceed.

Kirft then it has been laid, that in influencing elections, the

Prefident had only exercifcd a right which every Fellow enjoyed
in common with himfelf, but which it particularly becaffie him
to cxercife, becaufe from his fituation he had greater opportu-
nities of being acquainted with the characters of the candidates,

than any other Fellow could have ; but to this doctrine, dul it

apply to the complaints, as 't will be prefcntly feen it does nor,

we cannot accede for the following reafons.

In the firfl place, from what has jufl been ftated of the mode
of election, it muft appear that there are very few cafes indeed
in which it can be fuppofcd that a Prclident, however omnilcient
by nature, or great in connection, can know more of the literary

or moral character of a Candidate, than the 456 other Fellows, in

whole room the certificate hangs up for 12 weeks and about 200
of whom have opportunities of converling together upon it. If

after fuch opportunities, the Society is flill liable to be impofed
upon, it is much better it fhould be fo, than that the negative

fhould be put with fo much danger into one hand. Foe
when a private Fellow exercifes his right of afking balls

againfl an improper candidate, he exercifes it pro una vice,

probably, from the pureft motives, andcertainly with no danger

p the freedom of the Society, whether he fucceeds or mifcar-
ries ; but it is not fo with the Prefident, for what mufl be the

natural confequence of his repeatedly intercfting himfelf in ex-
tlufions ? Will it not foon be feen that his favour is the onlj^

* By taking advantage of his fituation on the very night of ele£lioQ
to .funjiife luch Fellows, as were ignorant of tlie cal'e, to put in black-
balls, or by frightening the Candidate, by the tear of his Oi)porition, into

tpilting down the certificate.
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