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A body of light troops, new levies, and Indians, painted anrt

doconiti'd for war, struck off from tiie rest and disappeared in

llie forest, up Fish Creek. From tlie great silence observed hy

Hurgoytie in his movements, and the oare he took in keepintj

liis men togetlier, and allowing no straggling parties, Colonel
Colburn apprehended that he meditated an attack. Having
seen the army advance two miles on its march, therefore, Itt.'

descended from the heights, and hastened to the Americar.
camp to make his report. A British prisoner, brought in soon
afterward, stated that Burgoyne had come to a halt about foui

miles distant.

On the following morning, the army was under arms at day-

light ; the enemy, however, remained ea;".imped, repairing

bridges in front, and sending down guard boats to reconnoitre

;

the Americans, therefore, went on to fortify their position.

The ridge of hills called Bemis's Ileigliis. rises abruptly from tliu

narrow tlat bordering the west side of the river. Kosciuszko
had fortified the camp with intrenelunents tliree-quarters of a

mile in extent, having redoubts ahd hutteries, which commanded
the valley, and even the hills on the opptrsit'i side of the river

;

for the Htidson, in this upi)er i)art, is comparative!}' a narrow-

stream. From t": r ot of the height, an intrenchmeut extended
to the 'Iver, eiMiia-; ' th a battery at the water edge, command-
ing a kioating b* s^'^e.

The right wing of the army, under the immediate command
of (Jates, and composed of (ilover's, Nixon's, and J'atterson's

brigades, occupied the brow of the hill nearest to the river, with

the Hats ])elow.

The left wing, connnanded by Arnold, was on the side of the

camp furthest from the river, and distant from the latter about
tliree-quarters of a mile. It was composed of tiie New Hamp-
shire brigade of (ieneral Poor, Pierre Van Courtlandt's and
James Livingston's regiments of New York militia, the Con
neeticut militia, Morgan's ritlemen, and Dearborn's infantiv.

The centre was composed of Massachusetts and New York
troops.

Burgoyne gradually drew nearer to tiie camp, throwing out

larg^ parties of pioneers and workmen. Tin; Aniericans dis-

pK(.;d every step. A Hessian olIic(!r obsei'vcs : "Tiie enemy
l)i'istled up his hair, as we att('mi)ted to repair more bridgi's.

At last, we had to do him tlie honor of sending out whole regi-

ments to protect our workmen." ^
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