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and oTititlod, " An Act for tho 'IVniporury riovoinmontof Kiii)ort'8

Ltiiid. Mild tho Noitli-WesttM'ti Territory wlion unit<Ml with (Jiitvida/'

is luM'ooy ro eiiiiotoii, oxhMidtMl uml roiitiuiUMl in forco until the

first day of .1 iiiu;iry, ISTl, and until tho end of the .Session of

r.'irliiiiiKMit tluMi ii(»xt succeeding.

Tho Mauitoh.'i Act li;is been suhjoetcd to severe critici.^m,

find ;is <;i'os.s inisiviirosentations of its provisions luivo been

pulilicly made hy ^entlinnou wbo ou^lit to liavc been better

infornied, it may be proper to ofler a few observations on it.

The chief coni[il;nut lias l)een \vitli reference to tlie <^rant of

pn])lio hinds whieh it has lieen alle;^ed was made for tho

benefit of llonian Catliolies, and witli a view of its getting

into the liands of the priests. Now, it will appear, on refer-

ence to the -Ust section of the Act, that tho land is to be set

apart " for the benefit of the families of the half breed resi-

dents," and it has been stated by Dr. Schultz, that the

proportion of half-breeds wlio arc Protestants is fully G to 4

Roman Catholics ; Colonel Dennis, as will be seen by refer-

ence to his statements, ;j;ives the French half-breeds as one-

fourth or one-fifth of the settlement- In view of Colonel

Dennis' statements as to the importance of (juieting the

strong feeling among the resident settlers on the subject the

31st and 32nd Clauses of the Act were intlispensable.

On tlie 4th May, Sir John Yoimg telegraphed as follows :

" Instructions will be sent to Rose to-day by telegram to

•' pay over c£ 300,000. Imperial Government are at liberty

^^ to make the transfer of the territory any time before the

" end of June. Rut Canada wishes it to be made not imme-

" diately nor without giving due notice by telegram." On

the Gth May, Sir John Young again telegraphed : " I may


