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Komo idea of tlie rapidity of Ecttlcmentiyiuay bo galliered fromyTU©
fact that the export of grain tliiw season m-tsti mated tolw) upv^rds
of a,UUO,()00 bushels, againHt 1 ,000,000 last j ear. The hrrrvtst.s in

the North- West are not only boutitiful, but certain ; at least, that

\& the experience of the last »oven or eight >car8. Late last

sumtuer, it is true, a cold vave swoi)t over the whole Ndrth Ameri-
can continent, and the wheat crops of Manitoba that were still

unharvested sufTered witli those of the rtst of North America from
a feuramer frost, though not to so great an extent. Thi.s is, Ikjw-

ever, a most unusual and exceptional occurrence, and will in all

probability not occur tjgain for many years. The Hoods arising

from ihc overflowing of the rivers in the .spring, of which you have
doubtless lieard, occur at long intervals, alfecting only the latuls

immediately adjoining the stream, and not spreading t.oyond half

a mile at tlie niott from the bank. These Hoods do not, therefore,

jiffect any considerable portion of the country. (Jrasshoppers, which
in the old days vi>itcd the land, doiuj; mucli datua^'e to crops, ato

not likely to visit the coun'ry a.ain, lor the experience of .Minne-

sota and Dakota, two American States, vvliich aUo sulVeriMl from
these pests, teaches us that settlement is a sure prevt-nuve of the

grasshopper visitation. Tlie yield of the crops is tertamly wonder-
ful. Whtat aveiagts I'-O bushels per acre; oats, G'.l ; I arley, 40

;

peas, .18
;
pota oes as high as 600 bushels, while turnips, as a general

rule, yield 1.000 bushels to the acre. It has been ascertain i-d that

the farmers in tl e Canadian Noith-West can a'Tord to sell their

wheat, owing lo the large yield, 50 per cent, cheaper tlian tlio-^o in

Minnesota, which is looked upon as the banner btatb of the Union
for wheat-growing.

One gratifying feature in connection with the Canadian North-
West is the fact that the settlers who have made their homes
there are, as a rule, content and prosperous ; nor do tliey hide their

light under a bushel, but s^em proud of sounding the praises of

their adopted country. On one occasion 1 rtceived no less than
two hundred letters from settler friends of mine, giving me
their experience ; and I am hapi)y to state that there was not a
tingle case of discontent or regret at having settled in the country
—all were happy and prosperous. People on this side have been
for some time past kept informed as to what lias been termed the
" agitation " among Manitoba farmers ; and wlule I have no de?ire

to discubs the }jros and cons of the question, yet it must \ e remem-
bered that the character of this •' agitation " is very apt to be mis-
understood at this distance from the scene. The promisfd extension
next summer of the 8outh-Western Eaihvay to White Lake, IGO
miles from Winnipeg; the opening of the land, hiiiierto re.*>erved,

winch that line will serve ; the removal of the mile belt restriction

along the line of the Canadian Pacitic lliihvay; the further push-
ing of railway facilities in the fertile belt ; the increased facilities

and reduced charges between IMontreal and Winnipeg— these

together will do much to remove any possible resson for disci. n-
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