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Ison,

against his throne—for all which he should make atonement,

and should give hostages or pledges for hia good faith before

he left the court.

The count in reply accounted for absenting himself from
the cortes by the perfidious treatment he had formerly expe-

rienced at Leon. As to any grievances the king might have
to complain of, he stood ready to redress them, provided the

king would make good his own written engagement, signed

with his own hand and sealed with his own seal, to pay for

the horse and falcon which he had purchased of the count on

his former visit to Leon. Three years had now elapsed since

the day appointed for the payment, and in the meantime the

price had gone on daily doubling, according to stipulation.

They parted mutually indignant; and, after the count

had retired to his quarters, the king, piqued to maintain his

royal word, summoned his major-domo, and ordered him to

take a large amount of treasure and carry it to the count of

Castile in payment of his demand. So the major-domo re-

paired to the count with a great sack of money to settle with

him for the horse and hawk ; but when he came to cast up
the account, and double it each day that had intervened since

the appointed day of payment, the major-domo, though an
expert man at figures, was totally confounded, and, return-

ing to the king, assured him that all the money in the world

would not suffice to pay the debt. King Sancho was totally

at a loss how to keep his word, and pay off the debt which

was more than enough to ruin him. Grievously did he re-

pent his first experience in traffic, and found that it is not

safe even for a moiarch to trade in horses.

In the meantime the count was suffered to return to Cas-

tile ; but he did not let the matter rest here ; for, being sorely

incensed at the indignities he had experienced, he sent mis-

sives to King Sancho, urging his demand of payment for the

horse and falcon—menacing otherwise to make seizures by

way of indemnification. Receiving no satisfactory reply,

he made a foray into the kingdom of Leon, and brought off

great spoil of sheep and cattle.


