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the blue hills, pointed out (is landmarks on the horiz(»i, to

recede as we advanced. Every step become a labor; every

now and then a miserable horse would give out and lie down.
His owner would raise him by main strength, force him for-

ward to the margin of some stream, whei*e there might be a
scanty border of herbage, and then al ".ndon him to his fate.

Among those that were thus left on the way was one of the

led horses of the count ; a prime hunter, that had taken the

lead of everything in the chase of the wild horses. It was
intended, however, as soon as we should arrive at the fort,

to send out a party provided with corn, to bring in such of

the horses as should survive.

In the course of the morning we came upon Indian tracks,

crossing each other in various directions, a proof that we
must be in the neighborhood of human habitations. At
length, on passing through a skirt of wood, we beheld two
or three log houses, sheltered under lofty trees on the border

of a prairie, the habitations of Creek Indians, who had small

farms adjacent. Had they been sumptuous villas, abound-

ing with the luxuries of civilization, they could not have

been hailed with greater delight.

Some of the rangers rode up to them in quest of food ; the

greater part, however, pushed forward in search of the habi-

tation of a white settler, which we were told was at no great

distance. The troop soon disappeared among the trees, and

I followed slowly in their track ; for my once fleet and gen-

erous steed faltered under me, and was just able to drag one

foot after the other, yet I was too weary and exhausted to

spare him.

In this way we crept on, until, on turning a thick clump
of 'rees, a frontiei farmhouse suddenly presented itself to

view. It was a low tenement of logs, overshadowed by great

forest trees, but it seemed as if a very region of Cocaigne pre-

vailed around it. Here was a stable and barn, and granaries

teeming with abundance, while legions of grunting swine,

gobbling turkeys, cackling hens and strutting roosters,

swarmed about the farmyard.


